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]\AONASTICON ﬁIBERNICU]VX.

————

[N.B.—THE TEXT OF THE ‘ MONASTICON” IS TAKEN VERBATIM FROM ARCHDALL :
THE NOTES MARKED WITH NUMBERS ARE ADDED BY THE EDITORS.]

——————
COUNTY OF ANTRIM.

ACHADHDUBTH UIGH, in Magh-li, a small territory near
the river Bann; St. Goar, or Guar, the son of Colman, who was
surnamed the Big, to distinguish him from another St. Goar,
the son of Lasrenn and named the Little, was abbot of this
ancient monastery in the seventh century, and is still the patron
saint of it; the festival day is held on the 22nd of January.>

This place is now unknown.

Achadhknacill, a church in Dalrieda;® it was formerly known
by the name of Achadhcinn, or Achadhkind,? and was built
by St. Patrick, who appointed one of his disciples, St. Cathub,
the son of Fergus, abbot; he died April 6th, in the year
554 We are told, in M‘Geoghegan’s annals, that at his
death this saint was 150 years old.

Now unknown.

* Act. sanclor. p. 223. *Dalrieda comprekended the N.N.W. and part of the S.
of the county of Antrim. *Act. SS.p. 192.

! The name of St. Guaire Mor appears in the “ Martyr. of Doneial " on 22nd of
%a.nuary :—*“Guaire Mor, of Achadh-Dubhthaigh, on the brink of the Lower

anna, He is of the race of Colla Uais, Monarch of Ireland.” The feast of St.
Guaire Beg is marked on the gth of January :—‘‘ Guaire Beg, of Achadh-
Dubhthaigh, in Magh-li, on the banks of the Banna, on the west side between Loch
Neagh and the sea. He is of the race of Colla Uais, Monarch of Ireland.”
The Geneal of St. Guaire Mor is thus given by O’Clery :—*¢ Guaire Mor,
the son of og)lma.n, the son of Fuachtaighe, the son of Fergus, the son
of Laoghaire, the son of Fiachra-tort, the son of Colla Uais.” St. Guaire Beg
belonged to the same family, being ‘‘ son of Laisren, the son of Fergus, &c.” The
Leabkar Breac states that ‘‘the two Guaires are commemorated in Magk-Li"
(fol. 4, 4) ; and we learn from O'Donovan’s “ Hy-Fiachrach” (p. 312), that the,
territory of Les belonged to the king of Dalaraidhe, and was situated on the west
side of the river Bann. It is the modern Agkadowey, in the County Derry.

2 Colgan (Tr. Thaumat. p. 182, n. 195) mentions the church of Achadnacille,
‘* Ecclesia hodie vulgo dicta Achadna-cille,” as being in the territory of Dalriada.
It was situated at Aughnakeely, where there is still a very ancient burial place in
the townland of the same name, not far from the southern boundary of Kllconw.ay.
The feast of St. Cathub, bishop, the son of Fergus, is marked on the 6th of April in
the ‘“ Martyrologies of Tallaght and Donegal.’ Coelga.n conjectures that he was the
same as ‘“‘the priest Cathbad,” who is mentioned among the disciples of St.
Patrick (Vit. Tripart. part 2, chap. 130), and who gave his name to Lock Cathbadk
in Dalaradia. See Lanigan’s remarks on this matter, ¢ Ecc. Hist.” ii. 102.

B



3 Ancient Monasteries of Ireland.

Antrim, from which the barony and county is named, is a
market and borough town, sending representatives to parlia-
ment, and is variously written by our ancient writers.3

Durtract, a disciple of St. Patrick,# founded an abbey at
Aondrium, or Entrumia.d

¢ Trias Th. p. 265.

? Antrim, in our Irish writers, is generally known by the name Oentrasb; some-
times, too, asin ‘ Annals of the %our Masters,” at the year 1490, it is called
Andruim, i.e, “the one ridge.” In Latin writers we find it styled Oentreb,
Andromia, Introia, Antroia, Entroia, &c. Much confusion has arisen from the
similarity of the Irish name with Oendruim, or Nendrum, situated on Strangford
Lough, in County Down. The following notices of the Church of Antrim occur
in our early Annals : —

A.D. 612.—“ The rest of Fintan, of Oentreibh, Abbot of Bangor.” (Ann. of
Ulster and Four M.) The Annals of Clonmacnoise call this saint ‘‘ Fintan of
Intreive,” and mark his death in A D. 613. Tighernach mentiors him under the
same year, as ‘‘ Fintan of Aentruim.”

A.D. 722.—*‘St. Flann of Aentrebh, Abbot of Beannchair, died.” (Ann.
F. M., Ulst,, and Tigh.)

A.D 822.—Bangor being plundered by the Danes in this year the relics of its
holy founder were translated to Antrim. The Ann. of the F. M. preserve a

uatrain, composed by St. Comghall, in which he predicts the desecration of his
shrine :— .
"%t will be true, truﬂe., X (K
y permission of the supreme King of Ki
My bones shall be remoged withou% defectngs'
From beloved Beannchair to Aentrebh.”

A .D. 877.—* Muredhach, son of Cormac, Abbot of (Entraibh, died.”

A.D. 941.—** Celbach, son of Bec, lord of Dalaradia, was slain in CEntribh by
his own tribe.”

A.D. 1018.—*¢ Antrim spoiled by Fermanach.”

A.D. 1030.—* The men of T’yrone destroyed the ships of the O’Longsy
(O'Lynck). in the midst of Antrim.”

A.D. 1096.—* Flann O’Muregan, superior of Aentruibh, died.”

A.D. 1147.—* Roscrea and (Entraib were burned.” (Recves’ Eccles. Antiq. of
Down and Connor, p. 278.)

The glosses of the Feliré of ZEngus, in the Leabkar Breac, at the 31st July, give
us the following quatrain on the number of religious in Antrim and other monas-
teries:—

¢ The nine hundred of Beannchoir, the six hundred of Oentreib,
The five hundred of Conaire of the Contests ;—
It is for Moedoc, it is for Choemoc, it is
For Comgall.”

And it is added, ** Mac Carthaigh Coir was soul-friend to them after Comgall.”

One of the most interesting monuments that now remain connected with Antrim
is its round tower, which is about half-a-mile from the present town, and is one of
the most perfect in Ireland. Over the lintel of the entrance may still be seen the

‘beautifully-sculptured cross of the original building. See a drawing of it in

“ Ulster _ﬁ)mal of Archazology,” vol. iii. p. 32.

¢ Colgan, “ Tr. Thaumat.” p. 265, thus mentions this disciple of St. Patrick:—
* Durtractus, de Androim, frater S. Dichuonis.” O’Clery, in his * Book of Gene-
alogies,” traces the descent of these two saints from Fiatach Finn, Monarch of
Ireland : * Dichu of Sabhall, and Durthact of Caondruim, the two sons of
Trichim, son of Fiec,son of Iomchada,” &c. In the margin is added, * Durthact
at Liathdruim on 16th May.” In the ¢ Martyrology of Donegal” at that day we
read : * Duthract of Liathdruim. I think that this is Durthacht, son of Trichim,
of Caon-druim, brother of Dichu, son of Trichim, of Sabhall, who is of the race
of Fiatach Finn, Monarch of Erin, and I suppose that it is at Tara, or near Tara,
he is honored, for Liath-druim and Druim-caoin are names of Tara.”



The County Antrim, 3
A.D. 493, or 496. The abbot St. Mochays died the 23rd

of June.

638. Cridan died at Indroim in Ulster.f

642. The bishop of St. Cronan died on the 6th of January.e

658. St. Cumineus, bishop of ZAndrom, died on the 1st of

uly.h
J 679. Died the abbot Maney.i

746. Died St. Moelimarchar, bishop of Ectrumensis.*

766. Died St. Failbeus, abbot of Erdamensis.!

Avrdmacnasca, on Lough-Laoigh.’™ Laisrean, the son of
Neasca, and abbot of Hy, was founder and abbot of this
abbey ; he died the 25th of October, about the year 650, and
is patron of the place.n

Ballycastle stands on the sea-coast in the barony of Carye ;
to the east of this castle is an ancient building, called the
Abbey, of which we cannot find any account. In a chapel in
this abbey is the following inscription :

In Dei Deipareque Virginis honorem, illustrissimus ac nobi-
lissimus dominus Randolphus M‘Donnell comes de Antrim,
hoc sacellum fieri curavit. An. Dom. 1612.°

Boithbolcain,® a church near Connor, founded by St. Bolcain®
a disciple of St. Patrick.s

*Act. SS. p. 189, M Geogh. annals. 'M‘Gzo{ﬁ. s Act. 8S. p. 17, M Geogh.
“Vard. p.159, Act. SS. p. 59, M‘Geog. ' M*'Geog. “Act.SS. index chron. ' Id. p.576.
= Called now Lough-Neagh. "Vard. p. 353, Act. SS. p. 631. * Bishop Pocokes
Sournal. *Act. SS.p. 37%. Tr. Th. p.377.

*SS. Mochaoi, Critan, Cronan, and Cuimmein, will be mentioned hereafter at
Nendrum, in County Down, to which monastery they belonged.

* The “Annals of the Four Masters,” in the year 746, mention the death of this
holy bishop, Moelimarchar. He had nothing to do, however, with Antrim, being
“ Bishop of Eachdruim,” f.e., Aughrim, as O'Donovan explains it. (An. of
F. M. p. 349.) The ““Annals of Clonmacnoise " commemorate the same saint as
* Moyle-Imorchor, Bishop of Achroym O’Mayne,” s.., Aughrim, in the Omany
country.

7 Archdall is sadly misled by a similarity of name when he confounds Lough-
Laoig with Lough-Neagh. Lough-laocigh was the old Irish name for the modern
Belfast Lougk, and was sometimes also called “ Lough Bannchor” and * Bay of
Knockfergus ” The Feliré of Zngus sufficiently identifies the name when it places
the Church of Kilroot on the banks of Zougk-laoigh. See ** Reeves.” loc. cit. p. 272.
The site of Ardmacnasca was not on the Antrim Coast of Lough-laoigh. but on
the opposite coast, in the County Down, where Holywood now stands. * The Mar-
tyrology of Donegal,” on 25th of October, gives the feast of *“ St. Laisren, son of
Nasc, of Ard-mic-nasga, on the brink of Lough Laoigh, in Ulster.” The church
or monastery took its name from its founder, St. Laisrean, who was called * Mac
Nasca” to distinguish him from the other saints of the same name. He was one
of those to whom the Letter on the Paschal Controversy was addressed from Rome'
in the year 640. Usher, “ Sylloge Epp.” epist. ix. We will again speak of “Ards
mic-nasca ” at Holywood, in County Down.

® This church gave name to the present townland of Bowvlcan, near Stoneyford,
in the parish of Derryaghy. Its patron and founder was St. Olcan, or Bolcan,
disciple of St. Patrick, whose life is given by Colgan, ** Acta SS.” p. 375, seqq.



4 Ancient Monasteries of Ireland.

Bonamargy9 a small monastery, was built here, in the
fifteenth century, for Franciscan friars of the third order.r This
monastery is said to have been founded by M‘Donnell,s whose
family settled in this county in the fifteenth century, and were
afterwards ennobledt This monastery and its possessions
were granted to the founder's family ; and the abbey became
the burial place of the M‘Donnells.

Carrickfergus,® on the remarkable bay of the same name,
is a corporate town sending members to Parliament.

1232. The foundation of a monastery here, for Franciscan
friars, is fixed on this year, but it is a matter of doubt who
was the founder; some say the famous Hugh de Lacie, Earl
of Ulster,® according to others O’'Neal* We are inclined to
the former.

" War. Mon. ‘Allemande. * Lodgev. 1, p. 104. * War. Mon. ~ Allemande.

* Bonamargey, i.e, * Bun-na-Mairge,” takes its name from the river Mairge,
being situated at the spot where in former times the river Mairge entered the
sea. The ruins of the monastery still mark the spot, but the of the stream
was changed in the tjyem' 1738, when the harbour of Ballycastle was constructed.
The Bay of Ballycastle was formerly known as AMarkeon Bay, which was a cor-
ruption of the earlier name Masrge-town. A MS. list of the Franciscan con-
vents, which is preserved in the British Museum (No. 4,814, Plut. cxx. G. p.
2), states that the Convent of Bunamargy in the Rewfe was founded in the year
1500 by Rory Mac Quillin, Lord of the Reute. Others refer this foundation to
Sorley Buidhe Mac Donnell, about the middle of the sixteenth century; he, how-
ever, seems only to have restored or repaired the convent. The chapel of the
convent was re-built by the Earl of Antrim, in 1621, and the inscription given
above under Ballycastle is still preserved on an old tablet in the eastern gable:—
“In Dei Dehiga.raeque Virginis honorem, illustrissimus ac nobilissimus Dominus
Ra.nd't’llphus ac Donnell, comes de Antrim, hoc Sacellum fieri curavit. An. Dom.
1621,

In the year 1820, whilst some repairs were being made in the Antrim family
vault of tﬁis chapel, an oaken chest was discovered containing four manuscripts
which belonged to the old monastery, and which were in a state of good preser-
vation. One of these, extending to about 600 quarto pages, preserves the chief
theological works ot St. Thomas of Aquin, and an entry in the volume shows
that it originally belonged to the monastery of St. Anthony. of Amiens, in France.
Another volume contained an English translation of St. Bonaventure’s ¢ Life of
Christ,” made in the fourteenth century. In the winter of 1859 another curious
discovery was made in a sand heap immediately adjoining the ruins. Heavy rains
had washed a;:ﬁ a iYortion of the sand from one side of this heap, and thus were
laid bare a s silver Reliquary, some fragments of old silver crosses, and the
remains of very ancient book-covers. At a short distance was found, some years

0, arod of twisted gold thirty-eight inches in length, now in R.LA., also a clasp
of gold, and other ornaments.

t is the tradition that the religious, despite the terrors of persecution, clung to
their cherished monastery till about the year 1720, when they retired to a p
called 4»daghk, on the adjoining slope of Knocklade.

It was in the neighbourhood of this monastery, at a spot called Duncarbit, that
Shane O’Neill, in Elizabeth’s reign, inflicted so severe a defeat on the Scots that,
the battle-field is still known as Slaught, the place of slaughter. See * Ulster
Journal of Archaology,” vol. viii. 'p 14, seqq.

* McSkimin, in “ Hist. Carrickfergus,” mentions an ancient monastic foundation
called “the Hospital of St. Brigid,” which adjoined the east suburb of the town.
* Some remains of the chapel (he adds) attached to this hospital remained within



The County Antrim. 5

1243. This year the Earl of Ulster," and Gerald Fitz-
maurice, and Richard de Burgh were interred here.x

1408. Hugh M‘Adam M‘Gilmore, the fell destroyer of forty
sacred edifices, fled for refuge to an oratory of this church, in
which he was soon after massacred by the English colony of
the name of Savage. As the windows of this building had
been formerly robbed of their iron bars by his sacrilegious
hands, his pursuers found a ready admission to him.y

1497. Neile M‘Caine O’Neill reformed this friary' to the
order of the strict observance.z

* Pembridge’s Ann. Hanmer's Chron. * Marlboro's Annals. * War. Ms.

the last forty years, and persons were interred in it within memory. The lands
adjoining are still called the Spittall Parks, and were, till the year 1823, free of
tythe. There is no record when this hospital was founded, or by whom. In the
36th year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, this hospital and the lands attached were
ted by the Crown to Richard Huding for thirty years. Some silver coins
ave been found here of Edward the Third,” p. 127. The same writer tells us
that there is also, a little north of the town, a well, called *St, Bride’s Well,” ad-
joining which was “ the Spittall House,” and which was granted, together with
the hospital, to Mr. Harding as above. In the deed of grant it is called “ parcell
antique Be_;edit;.sment." and is said to comprise a small plot called ** The Friars"
en,” ib. 128.

A round tower is supposed to have formerly adorned this town. A survey in
State Papers, 21st July, 1588, mentions “a watchhouse, or turret, sometimes
called a steeple,” as then standing in need of repairs. An old map of the town,
published in * Ulster Journal of Arch.” vol. 3rd, presents a building close to the wall
next the sea which may perhaps have been intended to represent a round tower.

¥ Hugh de Lacy was mterred in 1243, ‘‘ Apud Cnockfergus in conventu Fra-
trum.”— Grace’s Annals.” Publications of 1.A.S., 1842, p. 35. A long ac-
count of the doings of Robert and Edward Bruce before Carrickfergus will be
found in the same annals. We may add that the town sustained other memorable
sieges from King John, Shane O’Neil, and Schomberg. The English troops under
Sir John Chichester sustained a memorable defeat here in 1597.

¥ The following entry occurs in the * Annals of the Four Masters,” at theyear 1497:
* The monastery of the Friars in Carrickfergus was obtained for the Friars Minor
de Observantia by Rescript from Rome, at the instance of Niall, the son of Con,
son of Hugh Boy O'Neill, and sixteen brothers of the convent of Donegal took

ion of it on the vigil of the first festival of the B.V. Mary in autumn, having
obtained authority for that purpose.” O’Conor, in his ** Stowe Catalogue,” vol. i. p.
158, mentions as extant in that library a MS. of 52 pages in the Irish language,
containing the lives of sixteen saints, with the subscription at theend: * Fr. Bona-
ventura Mac Dool, Guardianus de Carrickfergus, theologisz lector.”” These lives
were transcribed from a more ancient MS. belonging to this convent.

As regards the first founder of this Franciscan convent, some have referred it to
De Lacy, others to a chieftain of the Magennis family ; but Luke Wadding assigns
the honour of its foundation to an O’Neill of the Clan-Aodh-Buidhe branch of
that family, for, he adds * that convent belo: to the O’Nells, and they used it as
their burial place” (Annales Min. ad an. 1242). Hugh de Lacy, as we have seen, and
also Riclnrg de Burgh and Gerald Fitzmaurice, were interred there soon after its
foundation. A sacrilegious deed connected with this convent, and marked in
our annals at A.D. 1408, reveals the lawlessness that prevailed in Ireland in the
beginning of the fifteenth century. A chieftain named Mac Gilmore, after plunder-
ing and destroying sixty religious edifices and murdering two of the clan Savage,
took sanctuary in the Franciscan Church of Cnockfergus. Even this church,
however, had been already plundered by him, and he had carried away the
iron bars which originally guarded its windows ; thus, his assailants were now
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1510. This monastery was in such high repute, that a
general chapter of the order was held in it this year.

At the suppression of religious houses this monastery and its
possessions were granted to Sir Edmund Fitzgerald, who
assigned the same to Sir Arthur Chichester, ancestor to the
Earl of Donegall® This nobleman, who was several times
Lord Deputy of Ireland, erected a noble castle on the site of
this monastery, about the year 1610.¢

Cluain, or Kilcluain, was an abbey built by St. Olcan®® in

* War. Mss. *Harris's tabl. * War. Mss. v. 34.

able to penetrate through these windows, and he was murdered at the foot of the
altar.

The Franciscans of Carrickfergus seem to have shared the suppression of reli-

ious houses of 1537, for among the State Papers of Edward the Sixth's reign, there
1s a petition of Hugh Mac Neill Oge, in which, after professing his allegiance asa
faithful subject, he prays, ‘to have, by a lease from the King’s Majesty, certain
late monasteries, with the lands thereunto belonging, lying waste in his country,
and the late friar-house in Knockfergus granted unto him, that therein he may
place two secular Priests for ministration of divine service, alledging that his an-
cestors were buried there. and that in all his country there is not so meet a place
for burial as that is.” This petition was granted, but it is probable that O’Neill
at once restored the Convent to its old proprietors. In the Harleian Collection of
MSS., there is a petition from the * Freres Observants ” of Ireland to Queen Mary,
dated November, 1557, in which they pray, that **it would please Her Majesty to
grant and confirm unto them and their religious order,” certain monasteries. In
reply, Her Majesty instructed the Lord Deputy, the Earl of Sussex, to grant their
petition to them. During Elizabeth’s reign, however, this convent felt the full fury
of the storm of irreligious persecution which raged throughout our island. Wad-
ding tells us that the religious inmates were expelled, and the English governor,
after seizing on all the sacred properties of the convent, cast five o?the friars into
prison, keeping them there till all hope of further plunder was extinguished. The
names of these confessors of the faith are happily registered by the same illustrious
annalist, they are—Robert M'Conghaill, Eugene Mac-an-Tsaire, Donough Molan,
Charles O'Hanvill, and Patrick Mac Teige.

In the State Papers of the following years, the convent appears as ¢ 7ke Palace,
of late the Friars’ House.” In a paper, dated 1st April, 1574, the memorable year
in which Essex set out on his fruitless attempt to conquer Ulster, the convent is
mentioned as astore-house for the English troops. As one of the results of Essex’s
failure, it is also stated, that the town of Carrickfergus was destroyed ; all its
churches and dwellings being burned, and all its inhabitants having fled away. In
1583, the Lords Justices, in a letter to Walsingham, write : * The Palace is a
place very necessary to be safely kept, having in it the fairest and largest rooms for
storage and brewing that are in this land, besides sundry good lodgings.” .

The Palace, soon after the accession of King James, became the property of the
greedy and %rasping Chichester, who levelled it to the ground, and erected on its
site his family mansion called Joymount. This proud monument of Chichester’s
ill-gotten wealth is now the County gaol.

The ancient Plans of Carrickfergus show a large stone cross, called * Great
Patrick’s Cross,” standing in the main street ; the pedestal of a broken cross is
also seen standing in the churchyard attached to the Franciscan convent.

The Franciscan, Edmund MacCana, in his  Itinerary ” (A.D. 1640), remarks, re-
garding this town—** I have nothing to tell about it, except that it has been the
abode of false doctrine ever since the commencement of tﬁe Anglican heresy.”—
(Ulster Journal of Arch. ii. §9; vii. 6, seqq.)

13 Colgan refers the foundation, not to St. Olcan, but to St. Patrick himself,.who
subsequently placed Olcan as bishop there. Speaking of a church in the territory
of Dalaradia, which was begun by St. Patrick, Colgan says, ‘‘existimo C/uin sen
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the early ages of Christianity; it is now (according to Colgan)
a parish church near Connor.d

Connor," ¢ a small town in the barony of Antrim, and a
bishop’s see united to Down.

506. The bishop Enos M’Nessa died on the 3rd of Septem-
ber, on which day his festival is held.! Others place his death
in the year 513.8

The feast of St. Mainend of Cluain-Connor is observed on
the 16th of September} but we are not informed at what time
he lived.

537. Died the Bishop Lugadius.i

S Act. SS. p. 377 ° Our ancient ecclesiastical wrilers name it Cluain-Connor,
Coinre, Condere, Condoire, Connery, and Conry. *Annal Inisfal. * Act. SS. p.
190. * Vard. vita Rumoldi. * Act. SS. p. 191.
rectius Cl/uain legendum, ut sit Ecclesia de Cluain sen Kill-Cluanensis quae est
parochia in Baronia et Digcesi Connorensi in regione Dalaradiz.”—(Acta SS.,
E. 377). In the notes to * Vita Tripartita,” (part 2, chap. 133), referring to the

hurch of * /mlech-Cluana in agro Semne,” he says, “ puto esse que hodie X7//-
Chluana appellatur.” O’Donovan tells us that the plain of Semne, which is here
referred to, * was situated in the territory of Dalaraidhe, in the south of the present
County of Antrim.”"—(Battle of Magh Rath, p. 211.)

4 The name Connor generally appears in the form Condeire in Irish records. Its
etymology is thus given in a marginal gloss to the Feliré of ZAEngus at the 3rd of
September—*¢ Chonderib, i.e., Daire-na-con, i.c., the oak-wood in which were wild
dogs formerly, and she-wolves used to dwell therein.” Colgan remarks that this
etymology per metathesim was common with the Irish; he hence conjectures that
Derechon or Dorechon, the site of St. Olcan’s Church, was no other than the Cos-
desre of which we speak.—(Acta SS. p. 377, n. 9.) The See of Connor was founded
by St. Patrick, who constituted St. AEngus Mac Nisse, its first Bishop and Abbot.
The bf eliré of /Engus marks the feast of St. Mac Nisse on the 3rd of Sep-
tember :—

“Mac Nisse with thousands
From the great Condere.”

The “ Annals of Ulster” and the “ Four Masters” place his death in the year §13.
The * Martyr. of Donegal,” on 3rd September, has the entry—** Mac Neissi, Bp. of
Coindere. Cnes, daughter of Comhcaidhi, of Dal-Ceithirn, was his mother.
ZEnghus was his first name ; he was also called Caemhan Breac.” The * Annals of
Tighernach” also state, “ Mac Nissi, 7.¢., Aenghus, Bishop of Connor, rested ; whose
fatier was called Fobrach ; and whose mother was called Cness, was daughter of
Comchaide of the Dal Ceteren, from whom he was named Mac Cneisse.” Dr.
Todd places his death in §14 (Introd. to Obits of Xt. Church, p. 73) ; but this is
refuted in notes to *“ Martyr. of Donegal,” Public. of I.A.S., p. 232. St. Mac Nisse
was buried in Connor—*¢Sanctus Mac Cneisi Episcopus, qui jacet in civitate
Connyre, qu est in regione Dalnaraidhe.”—(Vit. S. Comgally, in lib. Kilken. fol.
90, b. col. 2, and Fleming, Collectan, p. 304). Hislife is published by the Bollandists
in vol. 1st for September, p.664. He made a pilgrimage to Rome and the holy

laces of {erusa.lem. He foretold the birth of the great St. Comgall, founder of

angor ; his monastery was visited by St. Brigid; and he trained to virtue St.
Colman, the patron and first Bishop of Dromore. Ward writes, that the Church
of Annatrim, at the foot of Slieve Bloom, in the Parish of Offarlane, Didcese of
Ossory, was dedicated to him. In notes to * Martyr. of Donegal” (loc. cit.), this
church is said to be dedicated to another St. Caemham Breac, whose feast was
kept on 4th November. Probably, however, the same saint was honoured on
various days in different churches, especially as in some records the 4th of No-
vember was precisely marked as the day of St. Mac Nisse’s death.—See * Ann. of
Four M., ad an. 513. The original notes to O’Clery’s ** Genealogies” mention his
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658. The bishop St. Dima Dubh' died this year, far ad-
vanced in the vale of life. His festival is held here on the 6th
of January.k

771. Died Anfceally, abbot of Coynre and Lynnealla.!

865. Died Aidhecar,' abbot of Coynre and Lynnealla,® or
Condoire and Lanela ;» he was a bishop and a learned chron-
ologer.

9%19. Died the abbot Flannagan M‘Alchon ;'7 he was abbot
also of Muckamore.® ®

954. Died Malbrigid, son of Redan, successor to St. M‘Nessy
and Colmanell,® that is, abbot of Connor and Muckamore.

1038. Died Cudenius, the professor of Condoire.p

1063. Eochad, another professor, died this year.*1

*Vard. p. 353, Act. SS. p. 16. M Geog. =Id. = Act. SS.p.784. ** M Geogh.
*Act. SS. 9. 387. *Tr. Th. p. 632. +/d.
feast as kept on 20th January and 3rd September. His genealogy is thus given :—
“ Mac Nise, the son of Fobriac, the son of Erc, the son of Fiacca, the son of Mael,
the son of Carthargh, &c., of the race of Eatach Mac Muireadha.” It was not
unusual in the earlier Christian annals of Ireland to introduce in such genealogies
the mother’s name instead of that of the father. Thus, Muirchertach Mac Erc was
so called from his mother, Earca; and Fergus Mor was also called Mac Mise, in
accordance with his mother's name.

On the death of Dermot, King of Ireland, in 5§58, his body was interred in the
monastery of Connor, whilst his head was conveyed to Clonmacnoise.

The “ Ann. of Four M.” also record the destruction of Connor by fire in A.D. 612,
and its plunder by the Danes in 831. It continued thenceforward for many years
a stronghold of the northern pirates. Twice it was plundered by the Irish chief-
tains whilst seeking to rid themselves of such marauders, viz. :—by the King of
Ailech, in g60, and by the King of Ulidia, in 968. In 1315, it was the theatre of
a great battle, in which Edward Bruce was victorious, and large booty of *‘ corn,
flour, wax, and wine,” rewarded the victor.

In “ Notes and Queries” (2nd series, vol. 3. p. 217), a letter from Belfast, written
in 1820, gives the following intelligence :—* On opening the vaults where stood
the cloisters of the old Catholic Abbey of Connor, the workmen discovered an
oaken chest, whose contents on being opened proved to be a translation of the
Bible in the Irish character, and several other MSS. in that language.” Some
of these MSS. being examined proved to be bardic poems, translated at Connor by
an Irish Friar, named Terence O'Neal, in 1463.

“The * Ann. of F. M.” in A.D. 658, place the death of ¢ Dioma Dubk (i.., niger),
bishop of Connor, on the 6th of January.” * The Martyr. of Don.” adds, * Diomma
Dubh, bishog) of Connor. I think that this is the Dioma Dubh, son of Anghus,
son of Cairthenn Finn, son of Bloid, son of Cas, &c., who is of the race of Cormac
Cas, son of Oilill Oluim. I think that he is the Dima to whom Declan was sent
to be educated.—Vit. Decl. cap. 5, A.D. 658.” St. Dioma was one of those to
whom the letter was addressed from Rome on the Paschal Controversy in the year
640.— (Bede, Hist. Ec. ii. 19.)

*In “ Ann. of F. M.” at A.D. 865, * Oegedchar, abbot of Connor and Lan-Ela,
bishop and scribe, died.”

¥« Flannagan, son of Alchon, Coarb of Mac Nissi and of Colman-Ela, died A.D.
952.” Ibid. The * Ann. of Ulster " place his death in 953.

¥ « Cuinden, bishop, abbot, and lecturer of Connor, Coarb of Mac Nisse, and
Colman-Ela, died.”—(Ann. of F. M. ad an. 1038.)

* A.D. 1063. “Eochaidh O’Dallan, Airchennech of Connor, died.” (/24d.)

¢ In addition to the names mentioned in the text we find the following :—

‘“A.D. 725.  St. Dochonna, the devout, bishop of Connor, died on the 15th of
May.” —(Ann. of F. M.) ““ He was of the race of Eoghan, son of Niall.”"—
(Martyr. of Don.)
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Domnackbruin® was built by St. Patrick, in the territory of
Hy-tuirtre.r

Now unknown.

Domnachcoinre was built by the same saint in Cathrigia, or
Machaire dna Morna.t Colgan thinks it probable that this
was the church now called Kildomnach. The two Saints
Conann are patrons of it."

This is also unknown.

Domnachcombuir, or Commor, was built by the same saint ;32

* A small territory on the castern bank of Lough-Neagh. ° Tr. Th. p. 182. * 4
territory in Dalricdia. “Tr. Th. p. 182.

* A.D. 896. Tiopratte, son of Nuadhat, Abbot of Connor, Lann-Ela, and Laith-
rech-Briuin (i.e., Larabryne), died.”—(Ann. of F. M.)  As this abbot was son of
Nuadhat, to whom Maynooth (i.e., Magh-Nuadkat) belonged, we may understand
how it was that he held the church o{ Larabryne, near Maynooth, at the same
time with his own See of Connor.

“ A.D. 917. Maolene, son of Maolbrigid, Abbot of Lann-Ela and Connor, and
omament of Ireland, died.”—(/b:d.)

““ A.D. 963. Joseph, Coarb of Mac Nisse and of Colman-Ela, died.”—(/5¢d.)

“A.D. 974. Conang, son of Finan, Abbot of Connor and Lann-Ela, died."—(/%:d.)
The “Annals of Ulster” place his death in the same year, and style him ** Coarb of
Mac Nisse and of Colman-Ela.”

“ A.D. 1038. Maolmartan Cam, lecturer of Connor, died."—(Ann. of F. M.)

“A.D. 1081. O'Robhartaigh, Archinnech of Connor, é7 penstentia decessit.”—(Ann.
of Ulster.) The “Ann. of F. M.” call him * Archinnech of Louth.”

“ A.D. 1117. Flann O’Scula, Bishop of Connor, died."—(Ann. of F. M.)

“ A.D. 1124. St. Malachy O'Morgair is ordained Bishop of Connor."—(/é:d.)
His translation to Armagh is subsequently mentioned, at the year 1132. * Malachy
})mlzia:rdg%xr was elected Coarb of Patrick at the prayer of the Ecclesiastics of

“ A.D. 1174. Maolpatrick O'Banan, Bishop of Connor and Dalaradia, a man to
be venerated, full of sanctity of life, gentleness, and purity of heart, died in a good
old age in Hy-Columcille.”—(/%d.) This bisho%attended the Synod of Kells in
the year 1152. For some other bishops of this Diocese, see infra at Linnally and
Mouckamore. The episcopal succession in later times will be found in Reeves (Ec.
Antiq. of Down and Connor, p. 256), and in * Irish Eccles. Record,” vol. i. p. 262,

The boundaries of the Diocese of Connor as fixed by the Synod of Kells, com-
prised the present Dioceses of Down and Connor and Dromore and the north-east
part of Derry. They extended * from Beann-Fhoine (i.c., Ben-Evenew, a moun-
tain on the east side of Lough Foyle,) to Torbhuirg (s.c., Torr-head, in the coun
Antrim) ; from Port-Murbhuilg (now Maghera, at the foot of Slieve Donard,
in the county Down,) to Ollarbha (now the Larne Water, in Antrim); and from
Cuan-snamha-aighneach (the ancient name of Carlingford-Loch) and Gleann-Righe
(the valley of the Newry river) to Colbha-Gearmann (s.e., German’s pillar, not yet
identified).”—See * Cambrensis Eversus,” edited by Rev. M. Kelly, vol. 2nd, p. 786.

% Colgan was unable to identify this church, which is called “ Dommack-brasin,”
in St. Patrick’s Life.—(Tr. Th. p. 184, n. 233.) Dr. Reeves refers to the similarit
of name with Donnabaran in the Deanery of Tullaghoge, mentioned in Swayne's
“ Register,” fol. 60 (loc. cit. p. 294).

2 The *‘ Vita Tripartita” of St. Patrick narrateshow Conla, the son of Coelbadh,
offered a large tract of land (énsigne pradium), on which he erected the Monastery
of Commor.—(Tr. Thaumat. p. 147.) Jocelyn, in the parallel , states
that St. Patrick erected a church there, at a place called £/om, and that the church
was called * Domnach-Combuir; ” and Colgan adds the following note:—* Hodie
sine addito vocabulo, Comus est nobile Coenobium Dixcesis Dunensis et Connor-
ensis” (p. 114, col. 2), The ** Annals of Ulster” record, at the ycar 1031, that
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it seems to be a parish church in the diocess of Connor, now
called Magh-combuir.”

It is now unknown.

Domnachfothairbe was founded by St. Patrick in Hy-tuirtre.*

Unknown.
Domnachlibeir was also built by him in the same territory.”

Unknown.
Domnachmoelain, built by the same saint in that territory.®

Also unknown.

- Domnachmor, in Magh-damhorna,® in Dalrieda. St. Patrick
built a church here; it is, as Father Colgan observes, either
the chapel called Kildomnach, or the parish church called

Rathmor.® :
Domnachriascaigh® was built by St. Patrick in Hy-tuirtre.®

Unknown.
Domnackrighduin, another church founded there by the

same saint.®

Unknown.
Domnachsainre,® founded there also by St. Patrick.4

Unknown.

Druimindeich,® in Dalrieda: this abbey owed its erection
likewise to that saint, about the year 460. He placed St.
Enan over it.°

Unknown.

wTr. Th. Act. SS.p. 375, 378. *7». Th. p. 183. Yld. %/d. *Jd. “Id. °/d.
87d, *Act. SS. p. 747.

Mac Eochaidh led an army as far as Iveagh, burned X7//- Cumébair with its oratory,
killed several of the clergy, and carried away thirty captives. The name Comber
means a confluence, and in the present instance it marks the townland where the
river Enler enters Strangford Lough, in Co. Down. Muckamore, i.c., Magh-
Comuir, ‘‘the plain of the confluence,” is situated at the junction of the Six-
Mile-Water with Lough Neagh. For further notes on the Monastery of Coméer,
or Commor, see under this head in county Down.

8 Magh-damhorna formerly gave name to a Deanery in the Diocese of Connor;
it is now confined to a portion of the parish of Glynn, a little to the south of
Larne. It is remarkable as having been the birth-place of the great St. Comgall.
See Reeves' *“ Ec. Antiq.” p. 269.

#This is the modern Donagkrisk, in the parish of Desertcreat. In the taxation
of Armagh Diocese, in A.D. 1291, the name of this church is given as Donagh-
beresca; in the later Registers it is called Domnaghreasca and Downaghryske. The
“ Dungannon Inquis."” of 1609 represents Donoghreiske as a chapel with two balli-
boes of Erenagh-land attached to it. It was the ancient burying-place of the sept
of O’Hagan.

”Thizgchurch is called in the text of Colgan, Domnack-Fainre (Tr. Th. p. 148);
but, by a misprint in the notes, it is called Domsack-Sainre, which name is erro-
neously retained by Archdall. It is now called Donagkenry, and gives name to a
parish bordering on Lough Neagh, in the county Tyrone. In the Registries of
Armagh it is generally written Domnaghfenra and Dompnachfionnray.

2The “ Annals of the F. M.,” at the year 818, record a meeting of the Northern
and Southern Hy Niall at a place called Druim-Indech. Our text, however, proba-
bly refers to the modern townland Drumeeny,in Glenshesk. There is a very ancient
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Drum La Croix,” in the diocess of Connor; an abbey was
founded here for Premonstrant or White canons; it was a
daughter of the abbey of Drieburgh in Scotland ;! see GooD-
BORN.

Gleanindeachta,® in the territory of Trian-Conguill; thisvalley
still retains this name, says Father Colgan, in the diocess of
Connor. St. Patrick founded a church or abbey in that part
of the glen which is called Machaire-morna, or Mudhorn.®

Glenarm,® on the sea-coast, gives name to the barony. A
monastery was built here, for Franciscan Friars of the third
order, in the year 1465, by Robert Bisset, a Scotchman.®

This monastery, and the lands belonging thereto, were
granted to Alexander M‘Donnell, ancestor to the Earls of
Antrim.!

There are still some remains of this building on the bay of
Glenarm.*

Gluaire® in the territory of Latharn, in Dalrieda. St.
Patrick built a church here, in which rests St. Molassius.!

Unknown.

Goodborn, or Woodborn® not far from Carrickfergus; a

CLe Page, quoted by Allemande. 8 Ty. Th. P Allemande. Harris Tab.
X Pocockd's fournal. 1 Tri. Thau. p. 147.

burial ground there called A7//eena, near the ruins of an old church. The “ Vit.
Trip."” states that St. Patrick erected this church in Druimindich, in the region of
Cathrigia, i.e., Carey, in the neighbourhood of Ballycastle, and that he gave it in
care to St. Enan.—(Tr. Th. p. 146.) Killeena is in the parish of Ramoan; two
old tombstoues from the burial ground have been preserved, one with a crucifix
carved on it, the other with a cross ; we will again meet with St. Enan, in/ra at
*¢ Rath-Modhain.”

27 This monastery is supposed to have stood about half way between Belfast and
Carrickfergus, in the parish of Carnmoney, where now stand the ruins of ** Waite
Abbey.” There is a plan of this abbey in Benn's ‘‘History of Belfast,” p. 265.
Some antique bronze ornaments, including a crucifix, were found near this spot
some years ago.—(Reeves’ Eccles. Antiq., p. 277.)

8 This name is written Gleann-Fincachta in an old Irish verse preserved by
Usher (opp. vol. 6, p. 146). It is now called G/ynn. The ruins of the old
church occupy a picturesque spot at the river side, in a shady glen.

9 Besides the Franciscan Abbey, the ruins of other ancient religious institutions
are met with in Glenarm. Thus, there are the ruins and cemetery of St. Mary's,
on the brink of a stream within the Glenarm demesne. Of another church
Reeves thus writes : * In Bridge-street was formerly an ancient chapel, the ruins
of which were removed to make way for the ornamental school-house which
now stands there. There was a burying-ground attached to it, which is now
c?;:'{erted to ther purposes. . . The name of this chapel is now forgotten."—
(Jbid. p. 299.

"’Tﬁe old churchyard of Tickmacrevan, near Glenarm, is to the present day
called Glore, and it retains the ruins of an ancient church, popularly called “ St.
Patrick’s Church.”

31 The Abbey de Goodborn, or Woodborn, took its name from the river Wood-
burne, on the left bank of which it stood, about half a mile to the west of Carrick-
fergus. It wascommonly known as ** St. Mary’s Abbey.” Gillerath MacCourath, or
MacCura, was the last abbot. On the confiscation of the abbey lands by Henry the
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priory, dedicated to the Holycross, was founded here for Pre-
monstre, or White canons ; it was a daughter of the Abbey of
Drieburgh;® probably this may be the same with Druim la
Croix before mentioned.

The Bissets, a powerful family in the neighbourhood of
Athol in Scotland, being principally concerned in the murder
of Patrick Earl of Athol, were obliged, in the year 1242, to
abandon their country and take shelter in this kingdom.®

Alan de Galvia, Duncan de Carrig, and the Bissets from
Scotland, had lands given to them here by King Henry III.°
Some of these probably founded this priory in atonement for
the murder of that Earl.

In 1326, friar Roger Outlaw, prior of the Hospital of Kil-
mainham, and Lord Chancellor of Ireland, granted a lease of
certain lands to Longadel Manster, and dates the grant, apud
abbatiam de WoddeborneP

Gillerath M‘Cowagh, the last abbot, resigned into the hands
of the king’s commissioners, on the 1st day of March, 1542, the
34th year of King Henry VII1.@ The abbot was then seized
of a certain parcel of land lying round the priory, and of the
rectory of Entroia, and the tithes of sixteen townlands belong-
ing to the rectory of Killaboy in the Reuts the rectories of
Cnolille and Cormony, in the same country, and the tithes of

m Way. Mon. “Ridpath’'s Border History, p. 136, °War. Mon. PKing's Collect.
2.61. 7d. p. 256. *Reuts, @ district on the north-west and part of the south of
the county of Antrim.

Eighth, he, with the monks, retired to Island Magee, where they died. (King's
s Collect.,” p. 256.) The Franciscan, Edmund MacCana, who visited these
districts about the year 1640, has left the following interesting details regarding
this monastery :—** At three or four miles distance from Belfast, on the north, is
an ancient monastery of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, commonly called
White-Abbey, in Irish, Mainsister-Fhionn, of which some portion of the walls and the
rubbish are all that is now to be seen. What were its possessions is now forgotten
through the troubles of the times. Not far from this is a chapel which was
occupied by some monks; but to what religious house or order it belonged I could
not tell, unless I were to conjecture, In Irish it is called X#/-na-manach, that is,
¢ Church of the Monks” A portion of the walls of the chapel remains. I may,
however, venture the guess that it belonged to the monastery of Goodburn, which
is about two miles distant to the east, near the town of Karrick-fergus, on the bank
of the river Good-burn, and only one mile outside Karrick-fergus on the west.
Of this monastery of Good-burn not a particle now remains, not even the rubbish;
for, at the very beginning of the reign of Elizabeth, when all things divine and
human were confounded, all the stones of that holy monastery were removed by a
citizen of Karrick-fergus into the city to build a dwelling house beside the walls of
the castle, which went by the name of the New Works, or, in Irish, Obasrnauth ;
but, under the just judgment of God, he was deprived by the govemnor of the
town of both the house and other premises that were attached to it.  Of this sacri-
legious act, and of the merited punishment which was inflicted by heaven, I have
met many eye-witnesses. I have met many persons who, when boys, saw the aged
abbot of that monastery, Macura by name; but they were not old enough to think
of asking to what order it belonged.”
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two townlands in the island of Magee, viz., Ballyprior magna,
and Ballyprior parva.®

Inquisition 12th November, 12th King James, finds, that
Gillerath M‘Cowragh, the last abbot, was, 1st February, 32nd
King Henry VIII, seized of this abbey, and a cartron of land
circumjacent to the same; also of acres of land, and the
tithes thereof, the rectories of Entroia, and the tithes of sixteen
towns belonging thereto; the rectories of Killalog in the
Reuts; ———; Cnolill and Carmony ———; the tithes of
three towns in the said parishes; and the tithes of the towns
of Balleprior-magna, and Balleprior-parva, in the island of
Magee; the whole of the annual value, besides reprises,
of 10s.—(Chief Remembrancer.)

Imleachcluann, in the territory of Semne, in Dalaradia.?®® St.
Patrick built an abbey here for St. Coeman; Colgan supposes it
to be the same as Kil-chluana, or Kil-choemhain in Hytuirtre.t

Now unknown.

Kells or Disert® four miles north of the town of Antrim.
Kellach, son of Conmagius, an anachorite of Disert Kellaigh,
died in the year 828.* A priory for regular canons was erected
on the site of this ancient cell, under the invocation of the
Virgin Mary,” before the arrival of the English in this kingdom,
by O’Brian Carrog.*

Murtagh M‘Annullowe was the last abbot, and on the 1st
of February, 1542, he surrendered it, being then seized both
of the cures and profits of eight townlands circumjacent to the
priory, viz, Ballytollymollan, Ballymacevanghe, Ballickvel-
drome, Ballyfugaske, Ballycreaghey, Ballywillie, Harryltye,
Ballyserensuer ; the impropriate rectory of Dunnyen, &c., and
Drumarde, in Lefraghe, the impropriate rectory of ——,

*King’s Collect. p. 61. ‘Tv. Th. p. 177, 283. “Act. SS. p. 252. “War. Mon.
XAllemande.

32 Semhne is the old name of Island Magee.—See Reeves’ ‘¢ Adamnan,” p.

374, n.

B Disert-Kellaick, now Kells, is about half a mile west of the church of Connor.
It seems to have been, from the earliest times, connected with the monastery of St.
Mac Nisse, in Connor. Indeed, nearly all the great religious institutions of our
early church had, at a short distance, a sanctuary of special retreat and closer soli-
tude, whither the religious might retire at intervals to devote themselves to special
practices of perfection. A passage in the life of St. Mac Nisse seems to refer to
the Disert of which we speak :—* Fluvio nomine C/uri, monasterium ejus, quod
latine Desertum dicitur, praterfluenti, ne sonitus ejus tam prope transeuntis
infirmos loci molestaret, per ulteriorem viam currere preecepit; quod continuo, ut
ei imperatum est, fecit.”—(Bolland, Septemb. vol. i. p. 665.) e river Churi
here spoken of, is the Glan-curry which gives name to the valley of Glenwherry :
it winds around the old abbey of Kells to the north, and, under the name of the
“ Kells Water,” falls into the river Main, at a place called Ballyandraid. An
‘ Abbas de Disert” appears attesting a deed of confirmation to the prior of
Nendrum, about the year 1190.— Cotton,  Charters,” Brit. Mus, No. 40.
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and Roisroilick, in the Reuts, the tithes of Templemotragh,
‘near Glenarm, and of Kilkeran, in the island of Magee”
Inquisition 12th November, 1st King James, finds, that
Murtagh M‘Millour was the last abbot; and, 32nd King
Henry VIII, he was seized of the said abbey, also of the
following townlands, both in temporals and spirituals, circum-
jacent to the abbey, viz.: Ballytollymollan, Ballymacruaghye,
Ballyckvelduome, Balleyfugaske, Ballycreaghe, Ballyvillye,
Hanultye, and Ballyferrensuer ; also the rectories of Dunyon
and Drommelde in the Fews ———; Foisroileke in the Reuts;
Temple Motraghe, near Glenarm ; and Kilkevan, in the island
of Magee; the said lands and rectories being of the annual
value, besides reprises, of 42s.—(Chief Remembrancer.)
Kilboedain* which was afterwards named KILOSCOBA, was
founded by St. Boedain, after the beginning of the 6th century;
this saint quitted this church, and betook himself to the
church of Moinmor, in the south of Munster, his native country.*
Now unknown.
Killeaspuicbolcain, in the Reuts, not far from Airther-
muighe*% St. Bolcain, or Olcain, a disciple of St. Patrick,
built this church.?

YKing, p. 226. *Act. SS. p. 728. *See Rathmuighe. ® Tr. Th.p. 377.

3 1n a charter of Hugh de Lacey, in the baginning of the thirteenth century, men-
tion is made of A%/-Bodar inthe Ards. There is, however, another church called
Stlvodan, in Irish,"Siol-Bhaodain,” i.c., the progeny of Boedain. From Si/zodarn was
formed the modern Si/wooden. Colgan thus gives, from an old life of St. Boedan, the
history of the foundation of this church :—* Sanctus Boedanus sive Boetanus,
sextus Eugenii filius intelligens quam prospere res successissent suis fratribus S,
Cormaco et S. Diermitio, eos sequutus est ad partes Leth-Connizx seu Aquilonares
Hiberniee. Et postquam aliquamdiu cum eis mansisset., contulit se ad remotiores
Ultonie fines ; ubi a nobili stirpe Sodani, Fiaco Aradio nati, in partibus Dalara-
di® tunc rerum potiente honorifice et devote susceptus. Ibi extruxit Ecclesiam
ex ejus nomine A%//-Boedain nuncupatam, quam agris et possessionibus dotarunt

steri Sodani, et praecipue nobiles familize de Cinel-Decill, Clann Scoba, et Sil-

oiridhin, quz se suosque posteros ei, ut patrono, devotos clientes consecrarunt.
Temporis vero successu familia de Cinell-Decill, a viro sancto deficiens, convertit
suam devotionem et affectum in S. Cuanum et S. Col ranum sua eis obsequia et
clientelam addicens. Dug ali®e jam memoratee familizz remanserunt viro Dei
devote donec tandem nepotes Tomultacii, contra eum tumultuantes, non solum
locum sanctum invaserunt suique juris fecerunt, sed et nomen aliud indiderunt,
Ecclesiam prius A7//-Boedain appellatam, postea Xi/l-Oscoba appellari curantes.”
—(Acta SS. p. 728.)

B Aipther-muighe, s.e., “ the eastern tPlain," gave name to the modern village of
Armoy. It is situated in the barony of Carey, and its round tower still marks the
site of the ancient monastery. Till a comparatively late period it seems to have
been a parochial church, and in the taxation of 1306 we find the entry—* The
Church of Ethirmoy, £4 11s. 44.” The ‘ Annals of the Four Masters” record
the fact of the burning of Airther-muighe by Cumee O'Flynn, in 1177, during an
expedition of John de Courcy. Seventy years later the name again appears in
-connection with a predatory excursion of Eachmarchach O’Kane. The foundation
of the church by St. Patrick is referred to the year 474. The ¢ Tripartite Life”
relates that our Apostle having baptized Olcan. and seeing his great progress in
piety and learning, placed him as bishop over the church of Rathmugia, or Airthir-
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Kilglais, in Dalaradia,® was built by St. Patrick for St.
Glassian.d%

Now unknown.

Kilitragh, four miles south of Ballintoy, in the barony of
Carye. St. Patrick built Cuileachtrann, and made Fiachrius
the bishop of it. Colgan says, that it is now a parish church,
and named Cuilechtra, in the territory of Cathrigia.®!

Kilruaidh? in Dalaradia, near Loughneagh. St. Colman

°Dalaradia comprekhended the south and south-east parts of the county of Antrim,
since called Clanebois, and all the county of Down, extending from Newry to the
mountain Mis, in the barony of Antrim. 9Tr. Th. p. 182. °ld. Cathrigia is in
the Reuts.
mugia, the chief town of the Dalredini. This church is called Dercan by Jocelyn,
who adds that St. Olcan, being made bishop there, * persevered in sanctity and
justice” (chap. 137). Usher, after mentioning this fact, adds that the church
was situated in the Route in Antrim, and was still called Clon-dercan, i.c., the
* plain of Derkin" (opp. vi. 518).  With this place is connected a very sin-
gular fact in the life of our Apostle. The bishop, St. Olcan, having incurred the
displeasure of St. Patrick, by receiving into communion Saran, an excommuni-
cated prince of Dalaradia, showed his sorrow for his offence by prostrating himself
before St. Patrick's chariot. Olcan himself, however. was happily preserved
unhurt, but St Patrick prophesied that in punishment of his fault his church of
Armoy should be three times desecrated and plundered.

O“Tl‘he “ Martyrology of Donegal,” marks the feast of St. G/asan on the 1st of
ctober.

3 Kill-Ruaidk, called in medizval records, Kilroigh, Kilruaigh. Kilroe, and
Kilrothe. gave name to the present parish of A7/root. The * Feliré"” of Angus
mentions St. Colman in connection with this church on the 16th of October:
¢ Colman of Kill-Ruaidh,” and the * Gloss” adds: *‘i.e, Colman, bishop. son of
Cathbadh. of Kill-Ruaidh, on the bank of Loch-Laig, in Ulidia;” and the
‘¢ Martyrology of Donegal”. also writes, on the same day : * Colman, bishop of
Kill-Ruaidh, in Dal-Araidhe, on the brink of Loch Laoigh, in Uladh.” Lcugh-
Laoigh was not Lough-Neagh, as Archdall supposes, but the modern Belfast
Lough. See above, note (7). Close upon its Antrim coast, in the townland
Kilroot, is a churchyard of the same name. which sti!l retains some traces of the
ancient church. From the ¢ Life of St. Mac Nisse’ we learn that St. Colman
was still a boy whilst this saint was bishop of Connor. He is there called
‘¢ Colmanus Episcopus, qui Ecclesiam nomine Az/ruaid fundavit” (Acta SS.
Bolland, Sept. 1, 665); and the learned Franciscan, Ward, adds the note: * S,
Colmanus fuit Episcopus AW/-Ruadkensis, que nunc obsoleta sedes est in
Aradeorum regione (i.c., Dalaradia) ad oram stagni Juvenci vulgo Lock-Laodk in
Ultonia ubi ejus festum tamquam patroni colitur xvi. Octobris.” The ‘* Annals of
the Four Masters ”” and the ** Annals of Ulster” record, at 1122, that Connor Mac
Lochlin, with an army from Tyrone, laid waste * Kill-Ruaidh, in Ulster,” and
carried away great spoil.

From the *- Life of St. Ailbhe, of Emly” we glean a few interesting particulars
regarding the first foundation of this ancient church. It is stated there that ** St.
Ailbhe, like an industrious bee with its load of honey, returned from Rome, under
the Divine guidance, to his native Ireland. And when he arrived at the sea he
blessed it, and, with a breathless calm, he and his whole company crossed its
waters in a frail ship uninjured, and landed on the north coast of Ireland. And
there, at Ailbhe’s order, one of his disciples called Colman, founded a church
named Cill-ruaidk. And whereas the spot was unprovided with fresh water, St.
Ailbhe blessed a stone, in the name of God omnipotent, and forthwith there gushed
from it a stream of water. Then said St. Colman to Ailbhe, ‘ The water is
scanty; to whom Ailbhe replied: * Though the water is scanty, it will never
fail ; but will be a running stream as long as the world lasts,” Therefore the name
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is the patron saint, and his festival is kept here on the 16th of
October.8

Now unknown.

Lambeg,® near Lisburn. M‘Donnell built a small monastery
here, in the 15th century, for Franciscan Friars of the third order.

Lhannavach® or the Church of the Dwarf, in the diocess of
Connor, was founded by St. Patrick for Daniel, his disciple,
who was very low in stature.!

It is now a parish church.

Linn®® St. Darerca, sister to St. Patrick, was abbess of a
nunnery in Linn, a spacious plain near Carrickfergus.®

Now unknown.

\ &7r. Th. p. 756. 2War. Mon. Ty. Th. p. 756. *Act. SS. p. 262.
of the stream is called Buanan Cylle Ruayd, i. e., the “ Unfailing Stream of Kill-
ruaidh.”—(Codex Kilken. Marsh’s Libr. fol 136, b). The Irish Franciscan,
Father MacCana, visited the spot about 1640, and closed his * Itinerary”’ with the
following note regarding it :—‘¢ Not far from Carrickfergus, on the east, is the
church of Ku/l-ruaidk, which the English call K#/recad. In all times it was
celebrated, and, even in my time, and that of my forefathers, it was always one
of the residences of the bishops of Connor. The church was endowed in former
ages with very ample (;)ossessions, and, even in my day, it was provided with no
mean appurtenances. Of this place mention is made in the * Life of St. Albeus.’ ”—
(See UEter Journal of Arch. i 59.)

381n an [nguisitio of James the First we find Zwl/lynasaggart as an alias for
“Lambeg.” In a confirmation of grants to the bishopric of Down, compiled in
}he fifteenth century, Landebeg is used to designate the modern Lambeg.—Reeves,
oc. cit. p. 172.

3 In early documents it is called Lenavy, Lunavy, Lynavy, Lennewy, and
Glanawy. It is the present Glenavy,and gives name to a parish in Antrim. In
the Znguisitiones of James the First we find, “ Clenough, a/ias Linawey, in the
territory of Kilultagh,” and it was appropriate to the abbot of Bangor. The
¢¢ TripartiteLife of St. Patrick” relates that our Apostle built a church, at a place
called in after times Letter- Phadruic, * which he entrusted to the care of his disciple
Daniel, who on account of his low stature was called 4dkac; but, on account of
his angelic purity and innocence of soul, was also called Ange/us.”’—(Tr. Th. p.
147.) It adds that “In eodem loco e terra produxit (S. Patricius) fontem qui ob
multa, quse confert potantibus, sanitatum remedia, vulgo Slaz, i.c., sanus, vocatur.
Sed antequam inchoatam ibi fabricam perficeret ibi vir Dei, a Sarano, terra illius
principe, injectd in eum sacrilega manu ex illo loco violenter ejectus est.”

In the same church were preserved the relics of SS. Colma, Bogha, and Lassera,
of whom the * Martyrology of Donegal” relates: *‘ They were three sisters, and
three virgins, of the sept of Comghall, son of Fianghalach, &c. ; and they were
disciples of Comghall of Beannchair ; and according to the poem which begins 7%e
Hagiology of the Saints of Inisfail they are of the Dal m-Buain, of the race of
Eochaidh, son of Muireadhach, or they are at Camus-Comghaill.” In the * Feliré”
of Angus they are commemorated on the same day : “ The death of the daughters
of Comghall ;” and the *‘ Gloss ” adds: ** At Lattir, in Dalaradia, they rest, and it is
from Dalaradia they had their birth.”—See their lives in Colgan (Acta SS. p. 471).

A St. didan is also mentioned in the “ Martyrology of Donegal” as venerated in
%}s ;llln’lrch on the 6th of November : “ Aidan, son of Colga, at Lann-Abkai, in

adh.”

“0Tn the “ Book of Rights,” published by O'Donovan, in 1847, mention is made
of the egreat territory of Magh-Line and of the offerings from Line, which was
situated there. This was the old deanery of Maulysne, also called Moylinny,
Maghaline, and Maulin. In the ancient *‘ Life of St. Comgall ” it is Latinized by
Campus Linice.
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Linnally® An ancient abbey of this name is placed by
Conry! expressly in this county. )

A.D. 771. Died Anfceally, abbot of Coinre and Lynneally.™

861. Died Aidhecar or Egechar, abbot of the same ; he was
a bishop and a celebrated chronologer.®

Massareene,® gives name to the barony ; a small monastery
was founded here, in the 15th century, for Franciscan Friars of
the third order,® by O'Neil? On the 2oth November, 1621,
it was granted to Sir Arthur Chichester, Baron of Belfast, by
the name of the Friary of Masseryne.d

Muckamore, on the river called the Six Mile Stone, two
miles south of Antrim.

St. Colman Elo, in the year §50, built a noble monastery
here, under the invocation of the Virgin Mary. This saint
was afterwards made Bishop of Dromore, and died on the 7th
of June, or the 27th of October, A.D. 600, or 610543

L Answer to Sir Geo. Mackensie, a Mss. ™ M'Geogh. 2 Id. and Tr. Th. p.632.
°7r. Th. p. 632. P Allemande. 9 Lodge, v. 1, p. 216, note. * Usher, p. 497 ;
Act. SS. 191 ; War. Bishops.

41 Lynally is situated in the King's county, notin Antrim, and was formerly called
Lann-Ela. 1t was founded by St. Colman-Ela, who was a contemporary of St.
Columbkille, and it was united at an early period with the monastery of Connor.
Hence the bishops and abbots of Connor are frequently styled “Abbots of Connor
and Lann-Ela.” See above, notes 14 and seqq.

Sometimes, however, the bishops and abbots seem to have taken their title
from Lann-Elaalone. Thus, inthe *“ Annals of the F. M.,” at A.D. 709, we have,
¢¢ Tethgal, Bishop of Lann-Ela, died on the 16th of April.” Again, in A.D. 735,
¢ St. Bran, of n-Ela, died;” and also, at A.D. 884, *“Eochaidh, son of
Comgan, Bishop of Lann-Eala, ended his life at an advanced age.”

In the *‘ Life of St. Mac Nisse” the following account is given of the origin of the
monastery at Lann-Ela:—* When this saint, on a certain occasion, accompanied SS.
Patrick and Brigid towards Munster, as they the spot where subsequently
arose the monastery of Lann-Ela, he stopped there, permitting the others to con-
tinue their journey. St. Patrick, percei this, sent for him and interrogated him
as to the cause of his delay. The man of God replied : Over the spot on which I
stood, I saw the Heavens opened and the angels of God ascending and descendé:g.
St. Patrick said: We must, therefore, place some l:tv:llﬂ men there to serve .
But, he replied, holy Father, if thou permittest, it will not be so. But one who
sixty ywrseience shall be born in my family, and who shall be called Colman-Ela,
will found there a noble monastery.”"—(Boll. Acta SS. Sept. 1, 664.)

For the names mentioned in the text, see the notes above at Consnor.

4 1n a fruit-garden, beside the Six-Mile-Water, and adjoining Lord Massareene’s
demesne, are shown some traces of the Friary, The *“Inquisition of Antrim,”
1605, finds, that to the Friary of Massareene belonged the townland of Ballydo-
nough, in Ederdowen, and a parcel of thirty acres, south of the river Owen-na-view,
and that near it were the foundations of a castle, called Cloghanmabree, alias Cas-
U bray, then almost prostrate.—(Reeves, loc. cit. i 389.)

43 The death of St. Colman-Ela is thus mentioned by the * Four Masters,” at A.D.
610 :—St. Colman Eala, s.¢., Mac-Ui-Selli, abbot, died on the 26th of September,
in the 56th year of his age.” The * Ulster Annals” have also—* A.D. 610, Quies
Colmani-Elo, sic est in libro Cuanach.” The * Annals of Clonmacnoise” mark
his demise in the preoed' , but the *“ Chronicon Scotorum " refers it to A.D.
611. Adamnan, in his ‘:nf' e of St. Columba,” more than once mentions this saint,
as in lib, 1, cap. 5, where he calls him “Co/marnus Episcopus Mac-U-Sailne ;" and

) c
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A.D. 949. Flannagan M*‘Alchon, comorb of M*Nyssy, and
of Colman Elo, that is, abbot of Connor and Muckamore, dicd
this year.®

954. Died Malbrigid, son of Redan; he was abbot of
Connor and Muckamore.

1183. P was prior ; he was a subscribing witness to the
chiarter granted by Sir John de Courcy to the abbey of St.
Patrick at Down."

This priory was, on its new foundation, dedicated to the
Virgin Mary and St. Colman Elo, and was endowed, after the
invasion of the English, by William Mataland, Stephen de
Sandall, and Gilbert de Croft.¥

Inquisition 12th November, 1st King James, finds, that
Bryan Boyc O’Mahanlon, the last prior, was seized both of
the spiritualities and temporalities of eight townlands circum-
jacent to the said priory, viz., Ballymorclaire, Ballyshane,
Ochyll, Ballow, Terrograceye, Ballylaghe, and Ballyestiene ;
also of the priory of Masserine, in the townland of Ballow ; also
in the townland or parish of Bellymohellaine ; alsoin
two townlands, adjoining the woods of Dumwore and Killwood-
Craig, and of the same woods in the Lower Clandeboy, with

*M‘Geogh. tAct. SS.p. 387. ° Mon. Angl. v. 2, p. 1020. ™ War. Mon.

lib. 2, cap. 13, where we find the name, * Columbanus filius Beognai ;" for, Beogna
was the name of St. Colman’s father.  Colgan, in his ** Notes to Adamnan” adds:
¢¢ Est hic Colmannus a loco Zann-Ela dicto (in quo monasterium extruxit) vulgo
Colman-Ela: et hinc Latine a multis Co/manellus appellatur. Vide ejus vitam ad
26. Septembris in qua vocatur filius Beognae ut hic. In ejus genealogia et filius
Beogne, et de stirpe Salii seu Salnéi, filii Clithradii oriundas fertur.”  Usher
tells us that according to the ancient ** Life of St. Colman-Ela,” he died at Linally,
in the King’s county, about four miles from Durrow, * inter chorum sanctorum
virorum, sanctissimus senex feliciter ad Christum emisit spiritum.” Usher errs, as
does Archdall, in supposing that this saint was the same as St. Colman, Bishop of
Dromore.—(See Lanigan, “ Ec. Hist.” ii. 308.)

The name Muckamore, i.e., Magh-Comair, means * the plain of the confluence;”
and the Monastery of St. Colman was erected in the fertilg plain where the “ Six-
Mile-Water” falls into Lough Neagh.  Jocelyn relates a prophecy of St. Patrick
regarding this monastery :—* One day, when visiting the district of Ulster, which
is named Dalaradia, he passed through a certain place called Mucoomuir : and he
said to thosearound him : ¢ Know ye, my beloved sons, that in this spot, a certain
child of life, called Co/manellus, will build a church, and will gather together
many sons of light and many fellow-citizens of the Angels’” (cap. 96).

The “Ancient Registry” of this monastery, written by Laurentius, who was Prior in
1356, was extant in Ware’s time, and his extracts from itaye preserved in the British
Museum. Lionel. Duke of Clarence and Earl of Ulster, confirmed, in 1363, the
possessions of * the Priorand Convent of St. Mary de Mukmore, in Ulster, which
was founded by the royal father of Elizabeth, our most beloved Consort.” Thus
we have an approximate date of its restoration after the English settlement in
Ulster. The name of the last Prior was Bryan Boy O’ Maghallon. 1In the * Inqui-
sition of Antrim,” 1605, and in “ Harris's Catalogue,” Muckamore is said to have
been a Priory of the Regular Canons of St. Augustine. The * Registry of Octa-
vian de Palatio” more clearly defines the matter, when it gives the entry : ** Caro-
lus O'Durnan, Prior de Mucmor, ordinis S. Victoris sub regula S. Augustini,"—
(Reeves, loc. cit. p. 384.)
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all the tithes in the town and lands of Carmevr, Cargrande,
Duach, Salgodan, Ballyrobarte, Killyeneghan, and Killowan,
in the Upper Clandeboye, and two parts of all the tithes of
Magherefergan in the Reuts, and of Kilglarne in the Ardes;
also the rectory of Whitekirk, in the island of Magee, then in
the tenure of Moses Hill, Esq., and of all the tithes of a quarter
of land called Carrowneghan, in the Upper Clandeboye, in
county of Down ; and of the said priory with all its posses-
sions ; annual value §3s. 8., besides reprises.—(Chief Remem-
brancer, and King, p. 207.)

On the 3rd of December, the 7th of Q. Elizabeth, 1564, a
return was made that the prior and all his monks were dead.¥

This priory was granted to Langford, and Sir Roger
Langford was seized of it in the year 16392 The grange of
Muckamore is named in the visitation book of the diocess of
Connor.

Ocymild. About the year 1202, William de Burgh granted
the village of Ardimur, with the church and all its appurten-
ances, to Richard, one of the Monks of Glastonbury, to found
a priory to the honour of God and the Virgin Mary; which
being done, the place was called ‘Ocymild, and Richard was
appointed the first prior.2 It is thus mentioned in the “Mon-
asticon Anglicanum ;” but M. Allemande changes the name to
Drymild, and conjectures that it is in this county ; if Drymild
be the true reading, we may with some probability suppose it
to be Drumwillen, near Ballycastle.

Racklin®* an island in the great Atlantick ocean, two miles

Y King, p. 207.  *Harris. Tab. *Ex Fokan. Monac. Glast. f. 101, & ; Mlon.
Angl. v. 2, p. 1025. T his island was called anciently by the several names of Ric-
nea, Rechrea, Raclinda, Rackra, Rachryne, Rachraind, Raclina, Reckran, Rechreyn,
and by Ptolemy, throughout, Ricina, and by the Irisk Antiquaries, Rockrinne, from
the mullitude of trees with whick it abounded in ancient times. Usher, Prim.
Trias Th.

+In addition to the many variations of the name of this island given above, we
find it called in medieval documents Rackrunn, Rathlin, Racry, Raghery, and
Rauchryne. In modern maps it is generally written Rath/in; but by the natives
of the island, and by those who dwell on the adjoining coast, it is known only by
the name of Raughery.—(Reeves, Ec. Antiq. p. 288, seq(L)

As other islands on the Irish coast, and especially Lambay, off the coast of
Dublin, were sometimes designated by the name of Rachlin, it is not easy to
decide, in regard to particular entries of our ancient annalists, which of them are to
be referred to the island of which we now treat. The following events, however,
may, with some certainty, be supposed to have reference to it:—1In the “ Life of St.
Comgall, of Bangor,” it is recorded that he landed on the island of Reackrain. for
the purpose of seeking a solitary retreat there : *“Cum sanctus Comgallus cellam
voluisset adificare in insula nomine Reachrain venerunt triginta milites, et tenentes
manum ejus eum inde expulerunt.”—(Fleming, Collectan, p. 311. Codex
Kilken. fof. 93, b.) Again, where Adamnan, in his ¢ Life of St. Columbkille,”
speaks of the danger to which Bishop Colman was exposed, * i mari juxta insu-
lam Rechra™ (lib. 1, cap. 5), the text refers to the dangerous whirlpool off the
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north of Fairhead Point, on which St. Comgall landed with
an intent to erect a cell, but he was instantly seized by a band
of 30 military men, who, holding his hands, drove him out of
the island.* We are not informed by whose orders the holy
man was so inhospitably received and so rudely treated ; but
St. Columba, who founded Derry, A.D. 546, succeeded better:
he founded a church here, and placed over it Colman, the
deacon, who was the son of Roi.4

A.D. 590. Lugaid Laither was abbot, and flourished about
thistime. He is said by some to have been the founder.®

630. St. Segene, the abbot of Hy, repaired this abbey,
either in this year,' or in 6328 but in 635, according to the
“ Annals of Ulster,”™ he is esteemed by some to have been
its founder.!

651. This second founder died this year.k

734 Died the bishop St. Flann ; he was son of Kellach.!

738. Died the abbot St. Cumineus Hua Kierain.™

eUsher, Prim. Tvias Th. Tv. Th. ;? 400, 450, 509. *Usher, ibid. Tr. Th.
2- 498, 509. SM Geogh. 2Usher, ibid. 'Id. *Tr. Th. p. 498. \Id. p. 509. ™/d.

north coast of Antrim, known as Coire-Brecainn in ancient times, and called at
the present day loghmamorra. Elsewhere Adamnan mentions the island of
Rechra as visited by St. Columba: * Cum vir sanctus in Rechrea hospitardur
insula” (lib. 2, cap. 41), and there can be but little doubt that he refers to the
same island. St. Columba, on that occasion, healed dissensions that had sprung
up between husband and wife, and the means he had recourse to were charac-
teristic of the saints of our early church.. He induced the litigants to observe a
rigorous fast for one day with him, and he passed the whole of the night in
rayer, and when on the following morning he summoned them before him, it was
ound that God had changed their hearts, and they lived thenceforward in an un-
interrupted Feaee. Colgan, o2 this passage of Adamnan, adds the note: * Thisis
the island of Rechrea, between Ireland and Scotland, and at the present day, as
for all past times, belonging to Ireland, from which it is separated only by a
narrow strait. It forms part of the county Antrim, the territory of Randal, Earl
of Antrim, who now valiantly defends his hereditary rights and creed against the
enemies of our Faith.”—(Tr. Th. p. 384.)

The church over which St. Colman the Deacon presided, seems not to have
been erected in our island, but in Rechra, the modern Lambay. Its foundation by
St. Columbkille is thus recorded in the * Leabhar Breac:” * Columbkille erects a
church on Rachra, in the east of Bregia, and leaves Colman the Deacon in it.””
—(Ap. O’Donovan, Irish Gram. pp. 151, 281.) As Bregia was the ancient
name of the territory between Dublin and Drogheda, it is manifest that the place
referred to in this text was the modern Lambay. This, however, would not justify
us in concluding that St. Columba did not found a monastery in the northern
Rathlin; for Colgan expressly mentions that *“ St. Columbkille founded a monastery
there, which was constructed or repaired by his disciples.”—(Tr. Th. p. 494.)

The ** Annals of the F. M.,” at A.D. 630, give the entry: * Segene, abbot of
Hy-Columbkille, founded the church of Rechrainn,” i.e., adds O’Donovan, at
Rathlin Island, “ off the north coast of the county Antrim."—(Annals, p. 251.)
The *“ Annals of Ulster” place this erection of the church of Rechrainn in A D.
634, whilst it is marked in the * Annals of Clonmacnoise” at A.D. 632.

To the list of abbots copied in the text from Colgan we have nothing to add.
The entry regarding St. Flann is of special importance. He is expressly called in
the ** Annals of the F. M.,”” * Bishop of Rechra.”
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743. Died the blessed Cobthach, abbot of this church.»

764- The abbot Murgaile M‘Ninned died September the
2gth.°

768. Died the abbot St. Aid ; he was son of Corbreus.P

790. A fleet of Danish pirates ravaged this island with fire
and sword ; the shrines and holy altars perished in the general
destructiond The “ Annals of Ulster” place this melancholy
event in the year 794, which answers to our year 795.F This
was the first descent of those barbarians upon our coasts.*®

794. Died the blessed Feradach, son of Segineus, and abbot
of this place.®

848. Died the blessed Tuathal, son of Feradach, abbot of
Rachlin and also of Darmagh. :

973. In this year the Danes, those cruel despoilers of this
kingdom, crowned with martyrdom St. Feradach, the holy
abbot of this church.®

King John afterwards granted this island to Alan of
Galway.” )

1558. The Lord Deputy, the Earl of Sussex, attacked the
Scots, who had got possession of this island, and drove them
out with a great slaughter.x 4

vld. °M:Geog. Tr. Th. p. 509 and Index. ®Tv.Th. p. 509. 77. Th. p. 509.
*Usher, Supr. *Tr. Th. p. 509. Yd. °Id. “~War. Works,v. 2. p. 201. *War.
Annal.

4 The * Annals of Ulster,” at A.D. 794, thus mention this first inroad of the
Danes into Ireland: ¢ The burning of Rechru by Gentiles, and its shrines were
broken and plundered.” The Welsh chronicle known by the name * Chronicle of
the Chieftains,” has a corresponding record under the year 790: * Ten years, with
fourscore and seven hundred, was the age of Christianity when the pagans first
went to Ireland” (Monum. Hist. Brit., p. 843); three MSS. of this old chronicle
add the sentence “and destroyed. Rechrenn.” The * Gwentian Chronicle of
Caradoc” of Llancarran registers the same event at A.D. 795: * The black pagans
first came to the island of Britain from Denmark and made great ravages in
England : afterwards they entered Glamorgan and there killed and burnt much;
but at last the Cymry conquered them, driving them into the sea and killing very
many of them; from thence they went to Ireland and devastated Rechreyn and
other places.”—(Todd, Wars of the Danes, p. xxxiii.) The connection of Rech-
reyn in this text with the defeat of the Danes in Wales proves that it refers to the
island off the Antrim coast.

4Tt was in the year 1213 that the island of Rathlin was granted by Kml§ John
to Alanus de Galveia. This grant was confirmed in 1215 and 1220.— (Hardy’s
Rot. Tur. Londinen.) In 1279 the island was held by John Byset, and its value-
was rated at £4 8s. 54. It afforded a safe retreat to Robert Bruce, when in 1306
the Scottish troops had to yield before the English army; and it was thence he set
sail with his chosen leaders when he had matured his plans to assert the inde-

dence of Scotland. The Bysets having forfeited their lands by aiding the
cots, Rathlin was granted to JvAn de Athy by Edward the Second in 1319. The
most important entry regarding this island in the “ Annals of the F. M.” is the
following, at A.D. 1551: * A hosting was made by the Lord Justice into Ulster in
the beginning of Autumn, and he sent the crews of four ships to the island of
Reachrainn to seek for plunder. i[ames and Colla Malduv, the sons of MacDon-
nell of Scotland, were upon the island to protect the district. A battle was fought
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Raghlin is a rectory in the diocess of Connor.Y

Rathaige¥ in Dalaradia. St. Foilan, or Fullen, was abbot
or bishop here.®

It is now unknown.

Ratheaspuicinnic *® St. Patrick founded a church here, and

Y Visitation Book. ®d4ct. SS. p. 104.

Lietween them in which the English were defeated, so that not one of them escaped
to relate their story except their leader, a lieutenant, whom these Scots took
prisoner and kept in custody until they obtained in exchange for him their own
brother, Sorley Boy, who had been imprisoned in Dublin by the English for the
space of a year before, and another great ransom along with him.”  Sydney, in
tﬁc ¢ Memoir of his Government in Ireland,” written in 1583. confirms the truth
of this narrative: ** The second journey (he writes) that the Earl of Essex made
into those quarters of Ulster, he sent me and others into the island of Raghlyns,
where before, in the time of Sir James Croft’s deputation, Sir Ralf Bagenal,
Captain Cuffe, and others sent by him, landed, little to their advantage, for there
were they hurt and taken, and the most of their men that landed either killed or
taken.”—(Ulster Journ. of Arch., 1860, vol. 8, p. 193.)

¥ The “ Martyrology of Donegal,” on 3oth of September, gives us the name of
 St. Faelan, of Rath-Aidhne in Dalaradia.” This has been conjectured to be the
present Killaney, in the diocese of Down, barony of Upper Castlereagh, county
Down. Reeves (Antiq. of Down, Connor, and Dromore, p. 217) writes it was
‘“called in the Inquisitions, K7llenny, alias Anaghalone or Anaghdoloun. The
ancient graveyard, enclosed by a ring-fence, but without any traces of a building
therein, lies in the southern extremity of the parish, a little S.E. of Lough Henney,
called locally, Loughinney (Ord. Survey, SS. 15, 22). The rectory, extendin
over seven townlands, was, at the dissolution, appropriate to the abbey of Moville.
"T'he seven townlands are now reduced to four, and tﬁe rectory is impropriate in the
Marquis of Downshire.

# Colgan tells us that St. Vindic, or Winnic, was “ Bishop of ‘Rath-caspuic-Innic,’
in the barony of Antrim, and in the valley of Hy-Dercachen.” He adds that the
saint’s memory was also honoured *“ at Zignetha, in the diocese of Armagh. on
the 29th of Angust.”—(Tr. Th., p. 183.) The “ Martyrology of Donegal” also
marks his feast on that day: “St Vinnic of Trighnaha;” and Dr. Donovan
writes that Tuighnetha is the modern Tynan, in the county Armagh. As regards
the site of the valley of Hy-Dercachen, O’'Donovan was of opinion that it was a
tract in the north of Down, or on the confines of Down and Antrim, The *Book
of Rights” mentions Hy-Dearca-Chein as a sub-territory of Uladh:

* Entitled is the King of Ui-Dearca Chein
To five horses bright as the sun,
Six war-swords, six drinking horns,
And six bondmen of great merriment.”

(Book of Rights, p. 161.) The “ Four Masters,” at the year 1199, relate that
Rodubh Mac Reedig, chief of Kinel Aingus, was slain by the English while plun-
dering Ua-n-Larca-Chein.  Again, at 1391, Mac Giolla Muire, who was other-
wise called Cu-Uladh O'Murna, is presented to us as chief of “ Ui-Earca Chein.”
Rymer’s * Foedera” has a charter of 3 Edward the First, A.D. 1275, which preserves
the same name, “ Mac Gilmorani dux de Anderken.” (vol. 1, p. §20). O'Donovan
concludes from various references to the family of Mac Giolla Mac Muire (now
known as M‘Gillmurry, Gilmore, but principally Murray), that they originally
possessed the barony of Lecale, a part of Kinnelarty, and the barony of Upper (cor-
reetly Lower) Castlereagh.  Dr. M‘Dermott, in his notes to Connellan’s Transla-
tior of the **Four Masters,” very strangely fixed this territory as the barony of
1vurk, county Kilkenny, but there can be no doubt, as Dr. Reeves suggested
(v\m.lp‘ 339), it was in the north of the county Down. It lay in the castern por-
tion of the present barony of Lower Castlercagh, south of Comber, and abbuting
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appointed St. Vinnoc bishop of it; it is in the territory of
Hua-derchain, a valley in the barony of Antrim; there are
four churches in this valley, viz., Rathmor (which probably
is Rath-easpuic-innic), Rathcabain, Ratheochuill, and &

Now unknown.

Rathmoane? near Ballycastle, in the barony of Carye. St.
Patrick founded Rathmodhain, and placed St. Ereclasius
therein ; it is now, according to Colgan, a parish church in the
Reuts and diocess of Connor.®

Rathmuighe,°° on the sea-shore, eight miles from Dunliffsia,
as Colgan observes, which may probably be Dunluce. It was
formerly a principal town of the Dalriedans, and an episcopal
seat and monastery, but is now reduced to a small village
with a churchd

The mother of St. Olcan, or Bolcan, died about the year
440. After her interment a noise was heard in the grave,
which being immediately opened, the child was providentially
taken out alive. St. Patrick received this infant of birth so
extraordinary, baptized and educated him in this town; he
was afterwards sent to France to finish his studies; and on

ATr. Th. p. 183. ®Act SS. p. 455. © s also called Rathmuighe-haonuigh, and
Arthur-muighe, or Arther-muighe-kaonuigh. 4Act SS. p. 375, 377.
on Strangford Lough, a few miles distant from the ancient Nendrum.—It was
almost identical with the sub-territory of South Claneboy, which was variously
spelt Slut Henderkees, and Slut Cenderkeys, probably corruptions of the more
ancient name, and the Anglicised form, Anderken.

Rath caspuic innic is probably the present Castle espie, called in the see leases,
Bally-casland especk, in the parish of Tullynakill. 1t is still bishop land, as is the
entire parish, forming the manor of Island Maghie (the ancient Nendrum), other-
wise Ballindrean. Colgan’s error, in assigning it to the barony of Antrim, very
likely arose from its being, when he wrote, part of this manor, anciently written
2’ Aendruim. The ruins of the Castle, about a perch south east of a very large
rath, lie near the shore, and the celebrated lime quarries.

The “‘Martyrology of Donegal” gives, at lgth February, another bishop as
seated here: ‘“Aedh Glas, bishop of Rath-na-n-Epscop.” In O’Cleary’s Tabular
Index this bishop is called ‘‘Aenghus.”

“ Now the parish of Ramoan. In the ¢ Tripartite Life,” the name is written Rat/-
mudain, a corruption, as Colgan tells us, of * Rath-Modhain,” which was given to
it from Muadain, whose son, Enan, was appointed by our apostle to preside over
the neighbouring church of Druim-indick, as we have already seen, when speaking
of this church. St. Erceleac was left by St. Patrick in charge of the church of
Ramoan, and his feast is marked in the ** Martyrology of Donegal,” on the 3rd of
March. Colgan gives a sketch of this saint’s life, and adds, that his church was
situated “in regione Dalriadize, Cathrugia (ie., Cary) dicta, et in Decanatu de
Tuashceart” (Acta SS. p. 455). The river Shesk, which joins the Cary river at
Bonamargy, flows from south to north, and divides this parish from Culfeightrin.—
(See Reeves’ “ Ec. Antiq.” p. 284.)

® See the remarksalready made at Airthir-muige,i.c., Armoy. This place is quite
distinct from Ratheanich, in county Donegal, which we will meet hercalter, and to
which SS. Brugach, Adamnan, and Kieran belonged. The repeated destruction of
Armoy was forctold by St. Patrick, as we have seen. In addition to the instances
referred to by Archdall, we may mention that it was also plundered by Cucuaran,
who died in the year 706, —(* Vita Tripart.” p. 147.)
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his return he became the first abbot and bishop of a monastery
built in Rathmuighe.®

St. Brugachius was appointed by St. Patrick to succeed St.
Olcan; he was surnamed the Hospitable, and his feast is
held on the first of November.f

A.D. 612. This abbey was destroyed by fire.8

725. St. Adamnan, the bishop and abbot, died this year.®

779. The abbot, St. Kieran, died on the 8th of October.i

831. This abbey was plundered and destroyed.k

g60. It met with the same dreadful treatment.!

Rathmurbuilg ;5* St. Domangart, bishop of this church,
which is in Dalaradia, died in the year 506; it is now called
Machaire-ratha.® Probably this is Magherehill, three miles
south-west of Ballymenagh.

Rathsithes* was built by St. Patrick ; it is now, says Father
Colgan, a parish church in the diocess of Connor.»

Now unknown.

® Act. SS. p. 375, 377. '2d. Tr. Th. p. 183. $Act. SS. p. 378. 2 1d. p. 377.
‘ld. ZId.p.378. Id. m™Act. SS. p. 7‘11. %Id. 2. 183. 23

81 This town is the present M#lm'a, in the county Down, and lies about nine
xxilgs S,W o;' Downpatrick. e shall return to it hereafter.—(Reeves’ *‘ Ec.

ntig.” p. 27.

ni charter of James the First annexes the parish of RatAsith to the prebend of
Camcastle. Now that parish in other documents, as in the taxation of %own and
Connor, is called the Eansh of Rasses. Thus we are enabled to identify it with the
modem Rashee, the churchyard of which is still much used by the surrounding dis-
tricts. Itis situatedin thecounty and barony of Antrim. Inthe‘‘ Annalsofthe F. M,”
at 617, is marked the demise of ‘‘Eogan, Bishop of Rath-Sithe.” Tighernach
registers the same event in 618: ‘¢ Bishop of Rathsitha rested.” So also in
the ‘; Annals of Ulster,” at A.p. 617, and 1n the *‘Annals of Innisfail,” at
A.D. 611.

A local antiquarian gives, in the *‘ Ulster Journal,” the following interesting
particulars connected with this place :—*¢ A district in the county of Antrim,
with which I have been familiar from my youth, appears to me to be worthy of exa-
mination in an archaeological point of view. It lies about twelve miles from Belfast,
and comprises an area of about twenty square miles, It is bounded by the Glen-
wherry river and the Six-Mile-Water on two of itssides; on a third by a line drawn
from Batlery-bridge over Big-collin mountain ; and on the fourth by a line about four
miles distant, passing over Ballyboley hill and meeting both rivers near their source.
It includes a great part of the united parishes of Ballycorr and Rahee, now called
the iarish of Ballyeaston, with of that of Donegore. This district is remarkable
for the number of artificial earthen mounds which are scattered over it, usually called
by the country people for#hs or moats. At an early period these must have been
more numerous than at present, as it is known that many of them have been levelled
from time to time ; but there still exists one to every square mile. It is probable
that some of them may be sepulchral. Another class of ancient constructions found
in the district to a considerable extent is the subterraneous chambers or artificial
caves ; of these I have myself noted the localities of about a dozen, some of which
in early youth I have entered. Several of them were spacious and lofty, but nearly
all more or less filled up with earth. They are built of rude stone-work, and a
number of them have been destroyed for sake of the building-stones they supplied
to the ‘occupiers of the surrounding land ; others have been broken into in the

for ‘crocks of gold,” which a very general tradition declares may be found in
them. I was early taught to believe that they were the work of an ancient people
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Tulac/s? was also founded by the same saint, who appointed
St. Nehemias to be bishop of it. Colgan says it is now called
Tulach-ruisc, and that it is a parish church in the deanery of
Dalmun and diocess of Connor.°

COUNTY OF ARMAGH.!

Armaghp the capital of the county, and a market-town and
borough, sending burgesses to parliament.

°Trias Th. p. 183. PIt was known in ancient times by the several names of Druim
saslech, Ard saslech, Altitudo sailech, Eamhuin macha, and also Allimachia. Usher,
Trias Th. p. 289.
called Pehs, of whom, however, nothing further is known. Another class of
antiquities met with in this district bears the popular name of Giants’ Graves ; of
these I know three or four examples. The late Mr. M‘Skimmin, author of the
‘¢ History of Carrickfergus,” was of opinion that these were Druids’ Altars. I
would also draw attention to the traces, now almost obliterated, of very ancient
religious edifices and burying-grounds. Four of these are situated respectively at
Ballycorr, Rashee, Kilbride, and Dough. 1In these places the vestiges of foundations
were discernible in my early days; and I know that at present several old walls are
being removed to obtain ground for burying the dead. Tradition tells of a fifth, at
least a burying-place, but probably also the site of a religious structure, near the
Battery Bridge which crosses the Glenwherry river. An old inhabitant of Killylane.
told me the Irish name of a place near this bridge, which in English signifies, 74¢
old woman’s graveyard. Local tradition records that in old times there was here
an abbey an(f a fair, and that the owner of the surrounding lands, as well as of some
place in Carnmoney, was a Dane.”—(Ulster Journal of Archxology, vol.

3rd, p. 79.)
Lad ghere is a parish of Tullyrusk adjoining the garish of Belfast. This, however,
cannot be the Church of Tulach founded by St. Patrick, and presided over by St.
Nehemias. The ¢ Tripartite Life” expressly places it in the same district as Ra-
moan, of which we have already spoken (Tr. Th. &”146). Elsewhere, the same
authority informs us that it was also called K#//-chonadhain (1bid. 147), of which
probably the modern name, Sf. Cunning, is a corruption. A townland in the
parish of Carncastle still retains this name, and a charter of James the First attaches
the chapelry of St. Cunning, “‘Capellam Sancti Conie” to the prebend of Rash-
arkan.—(Reeves’ ¢ Ec. Antiq.” p. 53.)

}(1)Two different derivations have been assigned to this name, one being founded on
peculiarities of local formation, the other on historical statements. The former is
supported by the authority of Usher (Works, vol. vi.,p. 414), who derived Ardmacha
from Ard ** high,” and Mack ‘“a plain.” Dr. O’Donovan, however, says of this
etymology that, ‘‘no Irish scholar ever gave that interpretation.” The historical
derivation, which is very ancient, leaves room for choice, since, while furnishing
three different sources whence the name might have originated, it abstains from
declaring in favour of any one of the three. Rev. Dr. Reeves (to whose ‘ Lecture
on the Ancient Churches of Armagh” we gratefully acknowledge our obligations)
supplies from the Dinnsenchus in the *‘Book of Lecan,” a triple answer to the
question, ‘ Ard Macha, whence named ?” 1st. From Macha, wife of Nemidh, son
of Adhnoman, who received it as a gift from her husband, and who died and was
buried there, and gave it her name. 2nd. From Macha, daughter of Aedh
Ruadh, by whom Emain Macha (the Navan fort) was built, and who was buried
here. 3ni From Macha, the wife of Cronn, who lived about the Christian era,
who also was buried here. The keight of Macha recalls the history of one of those
;’hree heroines ; but it cannot be determined which of the three has thus been

onoured.
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Priory of Regular Canons. A.D. 445. St. Patrick, the
grcat apostle of this kingdom, founded an abbey here in this

Armagh is translated by Altitudo-Macke, as in the ““Book of Armagh,” some-
times by A/to-Mache, and sometimes simply Mackha, or Macki. Out of the high
ground known by this name rose an eminence called Druim Saileck, the ‘‘Ridge of
Sallow,” rendered Dorsum Salicis in the ‘‘Book of Armagh.” In the note (p)
Archdall gives Eamhuin-Macha as one of the names of Armagh; but, in reality,
this was the name of the entrenchment in the parish of Eglish, now known as the
Navan fort. This was for six hundred years the regal abode of the Ulster sovereigns,
whose line ended in Fergus Focha, who fell at Achalethderg, in A.D. 332. In that
year Eamhain was burned and laid waste, and was never inhabited again. It after-
wards became the property of the church of Armagh. In 577 Tigernach records
Primum periculum Uladk in Emania, in §78 Abreversio Uladh de Emania. 1In
1145 a limekiln, which was sixty feet every way, was erected opposite Eamhain
Macha, by Gillamacliag, successorof Patrick, and ‘‘by Patrick’s clergy in general.”
Under 1387 the * Four Masters” have these two entries: ‘“ A house was built at
Eamhain Macha by Niall O’Neill, King of Ulster, for the entertainment of the learned
men of Ireland.

¢ A house was erected at Eamhain Macha, by Niall O’Neill, for there was not
any house within it for a long time till then.” Dr. Reeves gives (p. 38, 39) the
text of two documents from ‘ Primate Sweteman’s Register ”” on matters connected
with Navan.

2. The ‘“ Annals of Ulster” refer the foundation of Armaghto A.D. 444 : ¢ A.D.

Ardmacha fundata est. Ab urbe condita usque ad hanc urbem fundatam
MCXCIV.”

The ‘“Annals of the F. M.” refer it to the year 457, at which they say :—‘‘ Ard-
Macha was founded by Saint Patrick, it having been granted to him by Daire, son
of Finnchadh, son of Eoghan, son of Niallan. Twelve men were appointed by
him for building the town. He ordered them, in the first place, to erect an arch-
bishop’s city there, and a church for monks, for nuns, and for the other orders in
general, for he perceived that it would be the head and chief of the churches of
Ireland in general.”

3. The following most interesting extract from the ‘‘ Book of Armagh” contains
the history of the earliest religious foundations at Armagh. It will be seen from it
that the so-called abbey was not the first foundation made by St. Patrick, that
honour belonging clearly to the church of the Ferta :—

““There lived in the territory of the Easterns a man both rich and honourable,
whose name was Daire, and Patrick asked of him to grant a place for the exercise
of his religion, and the rich man said to the saint, what place dost thou desire ?
I pray of thee [said Patrick] to bestow upon me that eminence which is called the
Sallow Ridge, and there I will build me a Elnce. Notwithstanding, he would not
grant to the saint that high ground, but he gave him another portion in a lower
situation, where is now the Fertee Martyrum, beside Arddmacha; and there Patrick
abode with his disciples. Some time after there came a horseman of Daire, leading
his fine horse to feed upon the grassy ground of the Christians, and Patrick was
offended at the intrusion of the horse on his ground, and said, Daire had done
foolishly in sending a senseless animal to trespass on the little spot which he
granted to God.  But the horseman, as one that is deaf, gave no ear; and, as a dumb
man that openeth not his mouth, gave no reply; but letting loose the horse there, went
his way for the night. But when, early on the following moming, he came to look
after the horse, he found him already dead, and returning home in sorrow, he said
to his master, behold that Christian hath killed thy horse, because he was dis-
pleased at the trespass upon his ground. And Daire said, then he likewise shall
die; therefore go ye and kill him instantly. But scarcely was the word uttered,
while they werc yet going out when a dcath-stroke fell upon Daire. Then said
his wife, it is because of the Christian that this hath come to pass. Let some one
go quickly, and let the saint’s blessing be brought to us, and thou shalt recover;
they also who went forth to slay him are countermanded and recalled.  Accord-
ingly, two men went to the Christian, and without stating what had happened
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year, or in 457, for Regular Canons of the order of St. Augus-
tin, and dedicated it to the apostles, St. Peter and St. Paul;2

Wsker, Trias Th. p. 293.
[merely] said, Daire is sick; we pray thee let something of thine be carried to him,
if, peradventure, he may be healed. But St. Patrick, knowing what had been done,
said, yes, verily; and he blessed some water, and gave it to them, saying, go ye,
sprinkle your horse with this water, and then take it with you. And they did so,
and the horse came to life again, and they carried the water with them, and Daire
was healed when he was sprinkled with the consecrated water.

‘¢ After this Daire came that he might do honour to the saint, and brought with
him a valuable imported cauldron which held three firkins. And Daire said to the
saint, thou mayest have this cauldron. And Patrick said, Grazacham (i.e., gratias, agv
oragam). Then Daire returned home and said, the man is a fool, who had not a civil
word tosay but Grazacham, in return for the beautiful three-firkin cauldron. More-
over, Daire said to his servants, go and bring me back my cauldron. So theycame and
said to Patrick, we must take away the cauldron. Notwithstanding, on this occasion
also, Patrick said, Grazacham; you may take it away. So they took it away. And
Daire enquired of his servants what the Christian said when they took back the
cauldron, and they replied: he said Grazacham. Then Daire answered and said:
Grazacham when we give, and Grazacham when we take away; surely this Graza-
cham of his must be a good word; therefore, the brazen cauldron shall be restored
to him. And this time Daire came in person, carrying the cauldron to Patrick,
and said to him, thy cauldron shall remain with thee, for thou art an upright and
unswerving man. Moreover, I now grant to thee my whole right in that portion
of ground which thou formerly didst desire, and dwell thou there. And that is
the city which now is called Arddmacha. And they went forth together, both St.
Patrick and Daire, to view the admirable and gleasing gift; and they ascended the
height, and found a roe and a little fawn with her, lying on the spot where the
altar of the northern church in Arddmacha now stands. And St. Patrick’s com-
panions wanted to catch the fawn and kill it; but the saint objected, and would not
permit them; nay, he even took ur the fawn himself, and carried it on his
shoulders, and the roe followed him like a pet sheep, until he laid the fawn on
another eminence, at the north side of Armagh, where, according to the statement
of those who are familiar with the ground, miraculous attestations are to be wit-
nessed at this day.”—*‘ Book of Armagh” (fol. 6 b, b).

Having thus, at Ien[ﬂh, obtained from Daire the Druim-sailech, which had
been before refused to him, St. Patrick proceeded to build upon it. According
to the *‘ Tripartite Life,” our apostle, with his religious community and Daire, went
up the hill to measure it for the building and to consecrate it. *‘The apex of the
hill being probably enclosed with an earthen rampart, and the slope having like-
wise two entrenched defences, we can conceive a little monastic group of buildings
occupying the level space, consisting of a larger and smaller church, the latter,
which was called the Sabka/, or northern church, situate on the north side, and such
conventual buildings as were usual, consisting of a Zeckmor (‘great house’), or
residence ; a Cwicin, or ‘kitchen ;' an Air¢gal, or ‘sacristy,” while the space on
the south side of the great church was devoted to a Rei/ig, or ‘cemetery.’ Such
was the amount of the primitive establishment. . . The town of Ardmagh con-
sisted, at an early date, of two main departments, the Rath, which was the nucleus,
and the Trians or wards, which were three in number, and formed the outer belt of
habitation. It would be almost impossible, at the present day, to define the
Rath or central enclosure with exactness ; but we may take the outline communi-
cated to Stuart, and printed by him in his appendix, p. 588. According to it the
upper enclosure or entrenchment, commencing on the west, observed pretty
much the course of Callan-street, the circle being continued across Abbey-street,
a little below the Infirmary, and through the Gardens, round to Market-street.
The lower enclosure leaves still a trace where it crossed Abbey-street, at the
Wesleyan Chapel.”—Reeves (op. cit. p. 13, 14).

The edifices within the upper ring were:—

1. The Dambhliaec (pronounced Duleck) Mor, or Great Stone Church, probably
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it continued, for many ages, one of the most celebrated eccle-
siastital foundations in the world.

occupying part of the present cathedral. Itis known by this name in the ‘‘ Annals,”
A.D. 839. *‘‘Ardmacha, with its oratories and great church, burned by the Danes of
Lough Neagh.” Under th:xears 890and 907, it is called the church (Ecclais). Ing93
it was burned, and remained a ruin for one hundred and thirty years, until 1125, when
Cellach, or Celsus, new-roofed it. In 1268, Primate Maelpatrick O’Scannail com-
menced the Tempull Mor, or Great Church of Armagh, which after repeated changes
is now represented by the cathedral, and which since the so-called Reformation has
been occupied by the Protestants. The new Catholic cathedral, crowning the opposite
hill, stands in its superior size and beauty as a t of the second glory
of the Catholic church in Ireland. *‘ Great skall be l}?z'lo);v of this last house,
more than of the first, and in this place I will give peace, said the Lord of Hosts.”
—Ag. 2, 10

2. The Round Tower, or Cloictech. This was situated probably about forty feet
from the north-west angle. There may have been more than one of these edifices
at Armagh. Under the date A.D. 995, it is related that the ‘‘bell towers,” were
struck by hghtmni In 1020 the Cloicteck, with its bells, was consumed in
the great fire. . . The ‘‘Four Masters” state that in 1121, “A t wind knocked
off the cover of the Cloictech.” After this we have no account of the Round Tower.

3. The Sabkall or Barn. This church, from its position, is styled in the ‘‘Book
of Armagh” Sinéstralis, or the northemn church, and probably owes its name, as
does Sabkall Patraic, or Saul, to its unusual bearing, north and south. Here, as
early as 750, the ‘‘Book of Armagh” declares that ‘‘the virgins, and penitents, and
married attendants of the church were wont to hear the word of preaching on the
Lord’s Day.” It is referred to in the ‘‘Annals” of 1011. The site cannot now be
determined; but Dr. Reeves sutiposes it to have stood near the extremity of the
north transept of the present cathedral.

4 Toga, or Stone Churck of the Elections, stood on the south side of the
cathedral. The site is doubtful.

§. Teack Screaptra, or House of Writings, was the only building within the rath
which escaped the t fire of 1020.

6. The Abbol's House was within the rath, and anciently stood within a rampart
of itsown. Itismentioned in the ‘‘ Annals of Ulster” at 822,at 915, and at 1116, in
which year the Zeack n-Abkadhk Mor, or Great House of the Abbot, and twenty
houses about it, were burnt at the beginning of Lent. After it was rebuilt Cardinal
Pap;ro pal:sed a week here in 1151, in company with Gelasius, the successor of
St. Patrick.

. The Cuicin, or Kitchen, was consumed by the fire of 915.
. The Prison. Dr. Petrie (Round Towers, p. 104) quotes from the *‘Leabhar-
na-n-Uidre,” the Yellow Book, which disappeared from the Carcar or Prison at

Armagh.

9. a%he Conventual buildi were surrounded by a Fidk-nemhedk, or Sacred
Grove, which is mentioned in the Irish of the “ Tripartite Life,” and is stated in
¢ Annals” to have been consumed in the fire of 995.

10. The Reilig, or ‘“‘Cemetery,” at first was at the south of the church; in after
time it extended all round. A portion was set apart for royal interments, like that
in the Relig Oran of Iona. It was called Cemeterium Regum, and kings of Ailech
were interred here in 934, 1064, and 1149. Here, it is probable, the remains of
Brian Boru were deposited in 1014. .

11. The Culdees House was originally inside the rath. We will speak of it
under its proper headi;i.

12. The Lés Acidhedk or ‘“Fort of Guests,” is mentioned in the ‘‘Annals” at
1003, 101§, 1115, 1155. It is doubtful whether it was inside the rath.

13. The Gate, or entrance to the rath, is mentioned in the ‘‘Annals” at rrzr,
1163. A cross stood outside it. Dr. Reeves assigns the situation of this to the
top of Market-street, where is the eastern entrance of the cathedral premises.

In 1561, according to the ‘‘Four Masters,” the Lord Depu;y, ussex, erected
strong raths and impregnable ramparts round the great church of Armagh.
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513. Died the abbot St. Duach, or Dubthach; he was
succeeded by Alell, called also Alild, or Helias; he is par-
ticularly stiled bishop, and was son of Triches, and grandson
of Fiege, of the most noble family of the Dalfiatacii;® he
laudably presided over his flock for the space of thirteen years,
and was succeeded by one of the same name and family.

535. Died the last abbot Alild; he was succeeded by a
second St. Duach.*

548. Died the abbot St. Duach.*

578. The abbot St. Fethlin,® who was surnamed Fionn, or
the White, died this year.®

598. Died St. Eochod,” the son of Dermit; he was stiled

both abbot and bishop.*

610. The abbot St. Senach® died, and was succeeded by St.
M‘Lasre.x

623. Died St. M‘Lasre¥ °

657. Died the abbot and bishop Comyn.*

661. January the 10th, died St. Thomian ;!° he was abbot and

bishop.*

* O’ Flakerty’s Cat. Mss. in Tr. Th. *Act. SS. p. 61. *7d. °ld. p. 744.
YOFlah. supra. and Act. SS. p. 193. *Act. SS. p.193. Y1d. p. 53. *M‘Geog.
8O’ Flah. sup. Act. 5S. p. 53.

4 St. Dubtach succeeded Cormac in the See of Armagh, in 497. The *‘Four
Masters” place his death in §12. He was from Druim-Dearbh, probably the present
Derver, or Darver, in the county of Louth.

8 Dal-Fiatach, i.e., the tribe of Fiatach. This warlike tribe was seated in the
gment county of Down. The ‘‘Mart. of Donegal,” at 13th Jan., has “ Ailell,

ish_«l)_ﬂ of Ardmacha, A.D. §25.”

8 This St. Feidhlimidh Finn is set down as Primate in the list from the *‘Psalter
of Cashel.”—See *Tr. Th.” p. 292.

7There are many saints of this name venerated Jan. 1, 25, 28; April 17.
Colgan (Tr. Th.) refers this saint to Jan. I.

8St. Senach is omitted by Colgan, in his dissertation, ‘‘ De Hiberniz Primatibus ;”
but he is given in the ¢‘Psalter of Cashel.” Usher makes him the last of the
third order of holy bishops dignified by the name of saints.

9Mac-Laisre, that is, the son of Laisir. Ware and Colgan think that he is the
person called *‘ Terepannus Archipontifex Hibernize,” in the ¢ Life of St. Laurence,
Archbishop of Canterbury,” by John of Tynmouth. St. Laurence was made
Archbishop of Canterbury in 611. The feast of our Saint is celebrated, according to
the “MartAyrol of Donegal,” on the 17th September: ‘Mac Laisre, bishop and
abbot of rd-%ba, A.D. 662. I think it is he that is of the race of Ethan,
son of Niall, or, it may be, he is of the race of Corbmac Cas, son of Oilioll Olum.”

10Gt, Thomian (Tomyn, Tomene, or Toimen) Mac-Ronan succeeded in
623. He was the most learned of his countrymen, in an age most fruitful of
learned men. The ‘‘Martyrology of Donegal ” refers his feast to 10th January.
The ‘‘Annals of Ulster” have, A.D. 660, ‘‘Tommene, Episcopus Ardmachz,
defunctus est.” The “Four Masters,” at the same year, have, ‘‘St. Tomene, son of
Ronan, Bishop of Ardmacha, died.” One of the most important ecclesiastical ques-
tions that occupied the attention of the early Irish bishops occurred during the ponti-
ficate of St. Thomian. The Paschal controversy then agitated the entireisland. The
Synod of Magh-lene (A.D. 630) in which the Bishops of Leinster and Munster were
assembled, under the influence of St. Cummian, decided that the Roman usage
should be their guide ; and Ven. Bede mentions that, in 635, the Southern Irish



30 Ancient Monasteries of Ircland.

670. This ycar the town was consumed by an accidental
fire.b

687. Another conflagration happened.®

695. A synod, consisting of forty-one prelates, was held at
Armagh this year.d

703. Died the abbot Congussa.

705. Died the abbot St. Flann, or Florence Febhla;! he
was the son of Scanlan.!

720. In this year, or in 724, died St. Colman Huamacensis,!?
the learned scribe of Armagh, and one of the biographers of
St. Patrick.®

725. Died St. Eochad, the son of Colgan, an holy anacho-
rite.?

727. Died St. Ferdomnach, or Dominic, scribe of Armagh
The same year St. Dochuma Bolgan, an holy anachorite,
died.i

729. Flathbert, son of Loingseach, in the 7th year of his
reign, abdicated the throne of Ireland, and became a monk in
this abbey, where he died in the year 760.

bdct. SS. p. 204. °ld. 41d. p. 473. °Ann. Inisfal. * O Flak. Act. SS. p. 204.
8 Annal. Ulton. BTr. Th. p. 294. '1d. p. 632. */d.

¢“at the admonition of the bishop of the Ag?stolic See,” had already conformed to
the Roman rite. Not so, however, the Northerns. St. Thomian, in order to
secure uniformity, addressed, in conjunction with the Northern bishops and abbots,
a letter to Pope Severinus, in 640. When their letter reached Rome, the Apostolic
See was vacant, and the reply which came was written, as usual in such cases, by
the Roman clergy. This fact is an admirable example of the fidelity with which
the early Irish Church adhered to the statute of St. Patrick in the ‘‘Book of
Armagh,” that difficult cases should be sent ¢‘to the Apostolic See, that is to say,
to the chair of the Apostle Peter, which holds the authority of the city of Rome.”
11 Flann, or Florence Febhla, succeeded, in the See of Armagh, Segene, who was
successor to St. Thomian. Segene died in 687 or 688. St. Flann-Febhla held the
Synod mentioned in the text under the year 695, but it cannot be stated with any
certainty where it was held. Colgan (Tr. Th. p. 503 2) conjectures that it was
held at Derry or Raphoe; others place it at Tara; others at Leitir, near Birr, on
the confines of ancient Meath and Munster. A copy of the acts of this Synod,
with the subscriptions of the assembled fathers, was in Colgan’s possession, and is
still preserved at Brussels Burgundian Library, No. 2324. Colgan states that these
acts were called Cain Adhamnain, or the Canons of Adamnan, from the illustrious
St. Adamnan, who was present at the council. They are supposed by some to be the
same eight canons called after St. Adamnan, published by Martene (Thesaur- Nov.
Anecd. tom. iv., col. 18), and which are also in a MS. in Marsh’s Library,
Dublin, called *‘Precedents of the See of Armagh,” p. 395. Among those present
at this Synod, Colgan mentions the following:—r1. Aidus, Episcopus Sleptiensis.
2. Colga, filius Moenaigh, abbas Luscanensis. 3. Mosacer, abbas, 4. Killenus,
filius Subnei, abbas Sagirensis. §. Mochonna, Antistes Dorensis. 6. Ecbertus
Anglus. This latter was probably the priest who, according to Ven. Bede, iz
Hibernia diutius exulaverat pro Christo, and through whose means the monks
at Hy conformed to Roman Easter and Tonsure in 716.  Among the other names
in the acts of Adamnan’s Synod is that of Murchu Mac-U-Macteni, the writer of
a portion of St. Patrick’s Memoirs in the *‘Book of Armagh.” -
13 Mentioned in the *“Vita Tripart.,” part 1, sub fine.
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749. Died Congus,®® alias Oengus, a lecarned scribe.!

758. St. Fcardachrich, the son of Subney, was eclccted
‘abbot;™ he died in the year 768."

778. On Saturday, the 2nd day of August, the town was
totally consumed by lightning.°

791. Died the abbot Cudiniscus, the son of Conasac;P as
also Eochod, the ceconomist; he was son of Kiernach.a

793. Died the abbot Dubdaleath, the son of Sinach.*

794. Aphiat,!* the bishop, and Arectach Hua Foelain, the
abbot of Armagh, died in the same night.®

795. Died the abbot Foendelach, the son of Moenach; he
had had a contention first with Dubdaleath, and afterwards
with Gormgal® for the dignity.*

799. St. Fothad,’® a doctor of this abbey, and celebrated
for his piety and his writings, flourished about this time."

805. The blessed Gormgal, the son of Dinnagaich, abbot of
Armagh, and also of Cluaineoais,” died this year.x

806. The abbot Conmach, the son of Dubdaleth, died
suddenly.y

808. St. Torbach, abbot and bishop, and also reader of
divinity and a learned scribe, died on the 16th of July, when

VTv. Th. p. 632. ™1d. p. 204. °O Flak. supr. °ld. Tr. Th. p. 204. P/d.
ald. *O Flah xg{&r id. *ld. tld. “Id. “Now called Clounish, in the county of
Monaghan., *O Flah. supr. id. 71d.

13 Under the year 733, the ‘“ Four Masters” have this:—*‘‘Congus, successor of
Patrick, composed this quatrain, to incite Aedh Allan to revenic the profanation
of the church, for he was the spiritual adviser (a#mchara) of Aedh, so that he said:

Say unto the cold Aedh Allan, that I have been oppressed by a feeble army;
Aedh Roin insulted me last night at Cill-Cunna, of the sweet music.

Aedh Allan collected his forces to Faughart, and, on his march to battle, com-
posed these verses:—

For Cill-Cunna, the church of my confessor, I take this day a
Journey on the road,” &c.

4The list of the Archbishops of Armagh, in the ‘‘Psalter of Cashel,” omits
Affiath, and gives Aircachtach as archbishop for one year.

18 The succession of the Archbishops of Armagh about this period is involved in
great confusion. Gormghal is not mentioned in list in the ‘Psalter of Cashel,” of
which the fragment is preserved in the Bodleian Library.

16 The * Four Masters” preserve (799) one of the compositions of St. Fothad,
which was composed under the following circumstances:—*‘‘King Aedh Oird-
nidhe assemblef(; very great army to proceed into Leinster, and devastated
Leinster twice in one month. A full muster of the men of Ireland (except the
Leinstermen), both laity and clergy, was again made by him, [and he marched]
until he reached Dun-Cuair, on the confines of Meath and Leinster. Thither
came Connmach, successor of Patrick, having the clergy of Leath-Chuinn along
with him. It was not pleasing to the clergy to go upon any expedition; they
complained of their grievance to the King, and the King, /.., Aedh, said that he
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his festival is kept. He was the son of Gorman, of the family
of Kinel-torbaich, z.e., the O’Kelly's.®

The abbot Toctech Hua Tigernaich, of Tirimchlair, died
the same year.*

812. Nuadhat, of Loch Vamha,® ¥ anachorite, and abbot
and bishop of Armagh, went into Connaught this year, and died
February the 1gth.°

814. Died Cumascac, son of Kernaigh, and ceconomist of
Armagh.?

825. Died the abbot Flangus M‘Loingseach.®

826. Eogan Monasteriensis succeeded him.!

829. Died Subneus, the son of Farnech; he enjoyed his
dignity only two months; he had been abbot of Darinis#

Kethernac, the son of Dunchan, divinity lecturer and pres-
byter of Armagh, died the same year; he was honoured with
the epithet of THE WISER

831. Died Rectgal, the son of Subney, and a presbyter of
Armagh!

832. Died the abbot Artrigius;® he was the son of Con-
chovar® Farannan succeeded him. And this year the Danes
plundered the town thrice in one month; they carried away
the reliques and all the other treasures, and obliged the abbot
to seek an asylum in Munster.!

834. Died the abbot Eogan.™

Colgan says, that Farannan of Rath-mic-malus was chosen

8 O'Flah. sup. Tr.Th.sbid. Act. SS. p. 373. *Tr. Th. ibid. ®Lough Gaun, in the
county of Longford, barony of Granard. °O'Flah. sup. Tv. Th. ibid. Act. SS. p.
359, 373 477. Th. ibid. °Jd. '1d.p. 205, SO Flah. supr. Tr. Th. ibid. *7T7.
Th. p. 295. '1d. ®Id. 'Ogygiap.43. Annal Inisfal. ™0 Flah. supr. Tr. Th. ibid.

would abide by the award of Fothadh-na-Canoine ; on which occasien Fothadh
passed the decision by which he exempted the clergy of Ireland for ever from
expeditions and hostings, when he said:—

The church of the living God, let her alone, waste her not;

Let her right be apart, as best it ever was.

Every true monk who is of a pure conscience,

For the church to which it is due let him labour like every servant.
Every soldier from that out, who is without [religious] rule or obedience,
Is permitted to aid the great Aedh, son of Niall.

This is the true rule, neither more nor less:

Let every one serve in his vocation without murmur or complaint.”

17 The word Loch-Vamha signifies Zake of the Cave. The situation of this Lake
has not been fully identified, though it must have been well known in the days of
Colgan, who describes it as follows :—*‘Est in finibus Breffnize occidentalis sive
inferioris, qua Breffne-Hi-Ruairc appellatur, hic lacus e vicina quadam specu,
unde et Lock-uamha, i.c., lacus specus appellatur, exoriens, et in eamdem sxpe
prodigiose refluens: quod indigenz observant passim contingere quando illius

ionis Dynastis, eorumque filiis mortis imminet periculum.”—*“ Acta SS.” p. 373.

8 Artrigius is made by Ware to succeed Mac Longsech in 822, and sit for eleven
years ; but Eogan, of Monasterboice, who had the support of Nial Caille, King
of Aileach, appears to have disturbed him in the possession of the see.
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abbot this year;® but O'Flaherty says, that there was no
change till the year 848.

835. Farannan, the abbot, happening, with his attending
clergy, to be in the church of Kildare, Fethlimium, the son of
Crimthan, violently entered that abbey, and seizing upon
Farannan, carried him and his clergy into captivity.®

Colgan tells us, that Diermit, being drove from his seat this
year, made a progress into Connaught, to establish there the
law of St. Patrick.P

838. Another change happened at Armagh, Diermit Hua
Tigernaich!® being this year chosen abbot in the place of
Farannan; but O’Flaherty will not agree to this.4

839. The Danes burned the town and all its sacred edifices
to the ground.”

841. Died Muredach M‘Ernaigh, ceconomist of Armagh.®

844. Died the sage and excellent Ferdomnach,® or Dominic,
divinity lecturer of this church.t

848. The abbot Farannan was made captive at Cloncom-
ardy® by the Danes, and was carried with all his family,
reliques, and books, to their ships at Limerick ; and Diermit,
called the wisest of all the doctors in Europe, was chosen to
succeed the unfortunate Farannan.®

849. A public convention was celebrated at this town by
Malachy, son of Malruan, King of Ireland, the nobility of
Lethcunn,* and by Madagan, King of Ulster, with the nobles
of that province ; they were accompanied by the abbot Dier-
mit and Fethgna, with the clergy of Armagh, and by Suarlech
of Indedhnen,® with the clergy of Meath.®

850. Armagh was laid waste by the Danes of Linnduachuil,®
on the Sunday after Eastery But the “Annals of Ulster”
place this event on Easter-day, in 851, and the “Annals of
Inisfall” remove it to the year 852.

852. The abbot Farannan died in his captivity this year, as
did Diermit his successor.® :

854. Died Cathasac, the wise and very learned ceconomist
of Armagh ; he was the son of Tigernach.*

2Ty, Th.ibid. °Id. PId. STr. Th. *Id. p. 295. *Id. *Id. “M‘Geog. Act.
SS. p. 295. Usher Ogygia. ™ The Northern Division of Ireland. *Tr. Th. p. 295.
v/d. p. 295 *ld. *Id.

19The ‘“ Annals of Ulster” have, at 834, *‘ The changing of abbots in Ardmacha,
viz., Forannan of Rath-Malius, in place of Dermod Ua Tiernaig.”

S, Ferdomnach is given in the ‘“Mart. of Tallaght” at 10th June.

31 Cloncomardy has been identified by Dr. Reeves as Colman's Well, in the
County Limerick. Todd’s Wars of the Danes, page civ.

3% Indedhnen : this place is in the territory of Bregia, not far from Slane.

3 Linnduachuil, or Linn-Uachaille, not Magheralin, on the river Lagan, as was
su| rosed by O’Donovan, but on the banks of the old Cassan river, near Castle
Bellingham, County Louth. See Todd's Wars of the Danes, page Ixii.

e D
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860. Died Murgesius, anachorite of Armagh.b

861. Died Moel Patrick,? or Patrick, the son of Fianchon ;
he was a learned writer, and a bishop and anachorite, and was
intended for the government of this abbey.°

867. Died Flann,® son of Ferchar; he was ceconomist of
Armagh, and abbot of Linnlere® *

873. Amlave, at the head of his Danes, entered Armagh,
and plundered and reduced the town to ashes, and desperately
wounded and massacred above a thousand of the unarmed
clergy and people.®

876. Moelcova, the son of Cronnmaclus, and who afterwards
was abbot, and Moctee, anachorite, scribe, and master of the
schools of Armagh, were taken prisoners by the Danes of
Lochcuan.!8

879. Anmire was abbot ; having enjoyed the dignity for the
space of nine months only, he died and was succeeded by
Moelcova, the son of Crumal.?

883. The abbot Moelcova sunk into the grave under the in-
firmities of old age.

889. A tumult happened in this town on Whitsunday be-
tween the people of Kinel-eoguin* and the Ulidians,! which
was at length appeased by the archbishop Malgibrigid, who
compelled the Ulidians, for their irreverence to the church of
God and to St. Patrick, to give him hostages and 210 oxen;
they hung up four of the delinquents, and the other party con-
sented to give the same satisfaction.™

890. Gluniarm, at the head of the Danes of Dublin, despoiled
this town, partly destroying the great church, and levelling to
the ground divers other edifices, and carrying away captive
710 of the inhabitants.®

892. Died the blessed Mocta, anachorite and divinity lec-
turer of Armagh; he had been a disciple of St. Fethgna.°®* The
same year died Cathasac, the son of Fergus, a very devout
young man, and coadjutor to the abbot ; and also Comsudius,
the son of Ectgath, a principal presbyter.P

893. The Danes of Loughfoyle ravaged this town.d

®7r. Th. p. 295. CSAct. SS. p. 366, I1d. <O Flak. sup. Tr. Th.ibid. Now
called the Lough of Strangford. €Ty. Th. p. 295. “O'Flah. supr. Tr. Th. id.
\T7r. Th. p. 296.  XThe county of Tyrone. ‘The county of Down. =Ty, Th.
2 296. 2Jd. °O'Flak. Ty. Th. ibid. ¥ /lbid. 97d.

2 Moel-Patrick is supposed by Colgan (Acta SS. p. 366) to be the same as
St. Patricius Ostiarius, who is styled bishop by St. El;gusius, and abbot of Ar-
magh by the *‘ Martyrology of Tallaght.” The interpolator of William of Malmes-
bu’? speaks of him as having flourished as bishop in Ireland about the year 850.
Linnlere, ov Lacin-Leire, now Dunleer, in the County Louth. See Todd'’s
Wars of the Danes, page xl.
36 St. Fethgna is mentioned in the ‘‘Mart. of Donegal,” under 12th February :
‘“ Fethgna, successor of Patrick, head of the religion of the Gaoidhil, A.D. 872.”
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895. It suffered the same fate from the Danes of Dublin.’

896. Died the abbot Cassach.®

898. Died St. Kellach, the son of Sarguss, anachorite of Ar-
magh ;* and the same year the barbarians of Lochfoyle
plundered the town.®

898-9. Died Breassal, the lecturer in divinity.¥

904. Died Cumasach, ceconomist of Armagh; his father
was named Alid, and his mother was Gormlathia, a daughter
of Muredach, King of Ulster* The same year Cearnachan
M‘Dowlegan committed great ravages and cruelties here; he
took a member of the house and drowned him in Loughkyrre,
a pool beside the west of the town; but soon after Cearnachan
was taken by Neale Glunduffe and drowned in the same
Lough, for thus violating the town dedicated to the apostle
of Ireland.y

907. Cormac M‘Cuillenan, King of Munster, and archbishop,
about this time did bequeath to the abbey 24 ounces of gold.?

914. Armagh was destroyed by fire.®

919. Godfred Hua Himhair, King of the Danes in Dublin,
plundered the town, sparing only the churches, the Colidei,
and the sick;® but the “Annals of Inisfall” place this event
in the year g21. :

922. Died Moctee of the Isle,¥ the son of Kernachan, and
presbyter of Armagh.°

924. Died Muredach, the son of Domnald, and coadjutor to
the abbot.4

925. Died the abbot St. Malbrigid,” he was son of Tornan.®

YO’ Flak. Tr. Th. ibid. *Annal. Ulton. *Ty. Th.ibid. SAnnal. Inisfal.™ O’ Flak.
sup. Tr. Th. ibid. *[d. and id. ibid. IM‘Geogh. *Keating. *Tr. Th. p. 296.
b/d. <Act. SS. p. 732. 4Tr. Th. p. 296. °/d.

%7 Moctee, or Mochta of the Isle, z.c., Inis-Mochta, now Inishmot, in a parish of
the same name, in the barony of Slane, and county of Meath. The ruins of the
church of Inis-Mochta are still to be seen on a spot of ground containing about two
acres, which was formerly an island, and is now surrounded by low, marshy ground,
which is always flooded in winter. According to O’Clery’s ¢ Irish Calendar,” the
feast of this saint was kept here on the 26th of March. St. Mochta of Louth is
venerated on 24th March and 19th August.

38 The death of this great saint is thus mentioned by the ¢ Four Masters,”
A.D. 925 :—**St. Maelbrighde, son of Tornan, successor of Patrick, Colum Cille,
and Adamnan, head of the piety of all Ireland,and of the greater part of Europe,
died, at a good old age, on the 22nd of February, in commemoration of whose
death it was said :—

On the eighth of the calends of noble March,
Maelbrighde, most gifted of the brave Gaedhil [died]
Since the Divine Son of God was born

Upon the earthly world in carnal shape,

Five years and twenty, nine hundred,

To the death of Maelbrighde in evil hour.

It was not a year without events ;

Premature the death of the Abbot of Ard-Macha,
Maelbrighde, head of Europe.”
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926. The blessed Dubhliter,® of Kil-slepte,and presbyter of
Armagh, was put to death by the Danes of Snamhaighneagh.f

931. Amlaff, the son of Godefrid with the Danes of Lough-
cuain, plundered this town on the eve of St. Martin.g

933. Conchovar, who was presumptive heir to the throne of
Oileach® died this year, and was interred here with great
pomp.!

936. Died Joseph and Moyle Patrick, esteemed the two
sages of Ireland; they were worthy successors of St. Patrick,
they enjoyed the abbacy five months only.¥

943. The Danes of Dublin plundered this town.!

945. Died Cathasach, the son of Guasan; he was lecturer
of this abbey.™

948. Died Finnachta, the son of Ectigern; he was abbot,
bishop, and lecturer of Louth, and prmcnpal proctor for the
church of Armagh, in the southern part of the province.®

g950. Died Kelius, the anachorite of Armagh.°

951. Died Moelpatric, the son of Coscan, lecturer of this
abbey.P

954. Died Moenach ; he was lecturer of this abbey and
abbot of Clonard.a

955. Muredach of Mountcuilleand was deposed, and Dub-
daleth, the second abbot of that name, was chosen in his place.

980. Domnall O'Neill, monarch of Ireland, having retired to
this abbey, died therein very penitently.® And Connang Hua
Flannagan, the archidnach of the hospital, died the same year.*

983. Died Muredacd Hua Flannagan, the professor of this
abbey."

989. The people of Uriell pillaged this town, and set fire,
with effect, to the houses, church, and steeple; Armagh be-
came at this time the most melancholy spectacle in the king-
dom.¥

t77. Th. 81d. *Or Aileach, Meroyal palace of Tyrconnel, in the barony of Inisowen
and county of Donegal. 17y, Th. 2. 296. M Geog: . Tr. Th. ibid. O Flah.
\O'Flak. Tr. Th ibid. ™Tr. Th. ihid P Act SS. p. 736 °Tr. Th. ibid. Pld.
Yd. t1d. *O’Connor's Differt. p. 255. tTr. Th. ibid. and p.308. °1d. “M‘Geog.

In the ‘“ Martyrology of Donegal,” under 22nd February, we have :—*‘ Mael-
brighde, son of Dornan, successor of Patrick and of Colum Cille ; 2 man full of the
grace of God, and a vessel of the wisdom and knowledge of his time. He was of
the race of Conall Gulban, son of Niall. Saerlaith, daughter of Coulebaith, son of
Baothghel, was his mother.—A.D. 925.”

He was called comharb of St. Patrick, from holding the see of Armagh; com-
harb of St. Colum Cille from having held that of Derry; and comharb of St.
Adamnan from having governed Raphoe.—See Colgan, ‘‘ Act. SS.” 22nd
February.

* Kil-slepte, or Cill-Sleibhe, now Killeavy, near Newry, in the county of Ar-
ng]])) Snamh-Aigneack, now Carlingford Lough, between the counties of Louth
and Down.



The County Armagh. 37

994. Died Clerchen, the son of Leran, a presbyter of Ar-
magh.*

995. The town, churches, and towers having been rebuilt,
were destroyed by lightning.y

1004. King Brian Borombh, with his army, remained a whole
week in this town, and, on his departure, he left a collar of
gold, weighing 20 ounces, as alms, on the great altar of this
church.*

1006. Died Ermedhac, or Hieremias, a scribe of this abbey.*

1011. From the feast of All-Saints, this year, to the be-
ginning of May, a fatal sickness raged in this town; at
which time there died Kennfailed of Saul, a bishop and ana-
chorite, Maelbrigid Macangobhann, the lecturer of divinity,
Scholagius, the son of Clerchen, a famous presbyter, and in-
numerable seniors and students of the abbey.®

1012. The Danes reduced the whole town to ashes.®

1013. The bodies of King Brian Borombh, and Murchad,
his son, with the heads of Conaing, his nephew, and of Moth-
lan, prince of the Desies, who fell in the battle of Clontarf,
were brought hither with great funeral pomp from the mon-
astery of Swords. The king was interred on the north side
of the great church, in a stone coffin by itself, and Murchad,
arid the head of Conaing, in another coffin on the south. The
clergy were for twelve nights waking the corpses, with read-
ing of psalms and prayers, and chanting hymns for their souls;
Brian’s other son, Doncha, returning to Kilmainham with
great prey, sent a large treasure, with jewels and other offerings
to the successor of St. Patrick, and to the clergy of Armagh.¢

1015. Died Flannagan, the son of Conang, the archidnach.®

1016. The Danes of Dublin, commanded by Sitric, the son
of Amhlaoimh, burned the town this year.!

1018. Died Cormgal, the prothonotary of this abbey.&

1020. The whole town was consumed by fire as far as the
greater fortification, in which the library only was destroyed;
but in the three other parts of the city, the great church, and
the church of Toen, that of Sabhall, and the old preaching
church, together with the ancient chair of the masters, the
students’ apartments and books, with many houses and much
riches, were consumed.?

1022. Malachy, monarch of Ireland, was interred here with
great funeral honour.!

1027. The holy staff of Jesus was broken.x ¥

*7v. Th. p. 297. 1d. *Annal. Inisfal. O Flah. >Tr. Th. p.632. ®Jd.p. 298.
M‘Geogh. = 4Tv. Th. ibid and Ann. Inisfal. * Tr. Th. ibid. = *Ann. Inisfal.
SAnn. Ulton, 2Tr. Th. ibid. Ann. Ulton. Tr. Th. ibid. ®Annal. omn. sanct.

2 The Baculus Fesu, here called St. Patrick’s crozier, is frequently mentioned in
Irish history.  St. Fiech's hymn speaks of St. Tassach, who gave the viaticum to
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1028. Christian, the son of Dubhchuilinn, a principal pres-
byter of Armagh, died at Roscommon.!

1033. This ycar many people of the town were witnesses to
a miracle, viz,, blood running from the shrines of St. Peter
and St. Paul.®

1037. Cathald, the son of Roderic, Lord of West Connaught,
came in pilgrimage to Armagh.”

1039. Died Muredach, the archidnach, he was son of
Flannagan.°

1040. Died Donchad Hua Hanchanige, the celebrated
professor.P

1041. Died Macbeth, the son of Anmire, the chief antiquary
of Armagh and of all Ircland.

1042. Died Moelpetrus Hua Hailechain, the divinity lec-
turer and head master of the students.”

1043. Cathald died in his retreat in this abbey.®

1046. Died Moelpatrick Hua Beloige, a man celebrated
for his many virtues, and principal professor of divinity in this
school.

1049. Dubdaleth, the son of Moelmar, and professor of
divinity, was chosen archbishop, and was succeeded in the
divinity chair by Aid Hua Foirreth.

1053. Died Dolgen, a principal presbyter.” .

1056. June the 18th, died the blessed Aid Hua Foirreth,
the chief professor, aged 75 years*

1060. Cumuscah O’Eoradan succeeded Dubhdaleithe in the
abbacy.y :

1061, Died the archidnach Conang.®

\7r. Th.ibid. =I1d. »Id. °Id. ¥Id. 91d. *Id. *ld. *Id. “Id. “Id. *Id.
YAnnal. Inisfal. ®Tr. Th. ibid.

St. Patrick on his death-bed. 1In the ancient notes to Fiech’s hymn we read of
him *“‘ Thessechus fuit faber acrarius S. Patricii. Fuit primus qui baculum Jesu
Eretioso tegumento obcelarit.” The “Annals of Tigernach,” under the year 1027,
ave, ‘‘ Baculum Jesu sacrilege raptum.” Under 1030 another profanation of the
relic is described.  In the ‘‘Annals of the Four Masters,” at 1080—1143, it is
mentioned again.  St. Bernard in his “Life of St. Malachy,” speaks of it as
adorned with gold and precious stones. Giraldus Cambrensis (Topogr. Hib.,
part I11., c. 34), mentions that in his time the Baculus was transferred from Armagh
to Dublin by the English; and in his * Hib. Expugn.” (lib. II. c. 18), he mentions
that it was William Fitz-Adelin who caused this translation to be made. Campion
in his * History of Ireland,” alludes to the Baculus as being held in great venera-
tion in 1316. The * Black Book of Christ Church” records its miraculous preser-
vation in an accident that took place in 1461. As late as 1529 it was employed
in administering oaths by the Deputy and Chancellor. In 1538 it was publicly
burned as an instrument of superstition by the so-called Reformers, about the time
when they destroyed the image of our Lady of Trim, and other objects of Catholic
veneration.
Colgan (Appendix ad acta S. Patricii, c. 21, Trias Th. p. 263) has collected all
that the old authorities have written concerning the history of this staff. Sce
“ Book of Obits of the Trinity Church,” Introd., page 11, seqq.
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1065. The blessed Dubthach, principal confessor of Ireland
and Scotland, died here* The same year died Colman Hua
Criochain the professor of divinity.b

1069. Died the archidnach Flannagan, the son of Aid.

1070. Died another archidnach, Moelbrigid, the son of
Cathasach.4

1071. Died Christian Hua Clothocain, professor of divinity
in this school, and principal doctor of all the Irish.

1074. On the Thursday after the feast of St. Phillip and St.
James, a dreadful fire happened in this town, by which the
citadel,! and all the houses, churches, and bells were
destroyed.€ :

1075. Cumascacius O’Heradain died, having enjoyed the
abbacy three years only.?

1077. Died Colga Hua Heradhain, steward of the poor of
Armagh!

1081. Died M‘Condabhall, a principal presbyter.k

1091. The citadel was consumed from the middle part of it
towards the west.!

1092. The churches, with the citadel, together with a part
of Trien Mor and Trien Saxon, were burned on the 29th of
August.®

1093. Another fatal fire happened this year.®

1094. The Comarba of St. Patrick made a grand visitation
throughout Ireland, and during his absence the town was
plundered.

1100. Imar was abbot; he was master to the famous St.
Malachy, who was afterwards archbishop of Armagh.p3!

1102. The blessed Mugron Hua Morgair, father of Maol-
meog, and of Giolla Chriost, chief professor of divinity of this
school and of all Europe, died in the monastery of Mungaret,
in the county of Limerick, on the 5th of October.”

1103. Muircheartagh, with the people of Leathmoghanughad,
encamped at Armagh, with the Connatians and Methians,
and beseiged the town for a fortnight, and did greatly
damage it.®

STy, Th. ibid. “Id. <Id. °Id. °Jd. 'The Annals of Inisfall tell us that this
conflagration happencd in the year lo7z,j and that only part of Ardpatrick (the

citadel ) was destroyed. 8Tr. Th. ibid. Pld. Id. %1d. ‘ld. »Id. “ld. °Annal.
Inisfal. ®Tr. Th. sbid. SAnal. Inisfal. *Tr. Th. ibid. °*Annal. Inisfal.

3 Imhar Hua N Aedhagain, or Ivar O’ Hagan, was one of the teachers of the great
St. Malachy of Armagh. He is thus described by St. Bernard in *‘ Vita S.
Malachiz:—*¢ There was a man in the city of Armagh, and that man was holy,
and of exceedingly austere life, and an inexorable chastener of his body. Having
a cell near the church he made it his abode, giving himself up to fastings anc
[)rayers night and day. To this man Malachy repaired, in order to fashion his
ife according to the model of one that had condemned himself to such a burying-
alive.” He died on the 13th August, 1143, when on a pilgrimage to Rome.
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1107. Moelpatrick O’Drugan entered upon the divinity
lecturership of this abbey on the feast of St. Albe.t

1108. Died the archidach Aid; he was the son of Dubdaleth,
the third bishop of Armagh, and, had he lived, would have
been promoted to the comorbship of St. Patrick;" from this
and other instances it appears, that many of the clergy in
Ireland, and in other countries, were married men; and to this
effect Doctor Lynch, the learned author of Cambrensis Eversus,
writes to Roderick O’Flaherty.* 3

1112, The citadel, with the churches, two streets in Trian
Massain, and a third in Trian Mor, were destroyed by fire ;
from hence it appears, that the town was formerly divided
into four parts :— 1. Rath Patrick, 7e, the citadel. 2. Trian
Mor, 7., the greater third portion. 3. Trian Massain, ‘..,

. 4. Trian Saxon, ‘., the third portion of the
Saxons; here the English students resided.x%

1113. Died Flannagan, the son of Moelisa, who, had he
lived, would have succeeded to the abbacy.¥

1116. The abbey, with twenty other buildings, was this year
consumed by fire.*

1121. Two streetsin Trian Massain, from the gate of Rathene
to the cross of St. Brigid, were burned ;* and in the month of
Decerr;ber, a great tempest blew down the roof of the
tower.

tTr. Th. ibid. °Id. “O'Flaherty ut supra. *Tr. Th. ibid. YId. p. 300. */d.
s/d. ®rd.

32The assertion made here by our author that the Irish clergy did not practise
celibacy is painfully out of place among his notices of so many saintly bishops and
priests who looked upon chastity as the brightest among the sacerdotal virtues in
which they strove to excel. This is not the place to refute at any length such an
assertion.  For our present purpose it is enough to quote a few of the enactments
which were binding in this matter, in the ancient Irish church:—

a. “Si quis clericus vel superior gradus, qui uxorem habuit, et post honorem
iterum eam cognoverit, sciat se adulterium commississe.” (Canon in Missal of
Columbanus. )

6. “Si quis autem clericus, aut diaconus vel alicujus gradus, qui laicus fuit in
seculo cum filiis et filiabus, post conversionem suam iterum suam cognoverit
clientelam, et filium iterum de ea genuerit, sciat se adulterium perpetrasse, et non
minus peccasse quam si a juventute sua clericus fuisset et cum puella aliena pec-
casset, quia post votum suum peccasit, post quam se Domino consecravit, et
votum suum irritum fecit, idcirco septem annis in pane et aqua peniteat.” (.52
Columbanus, Liber, de Penitentiarum mensura taxanda.)

¢. * Si clericus aut monachus, post quam se Deo voverit, ad secularem habitum
iterum reversus fuerit, aut uxorem duxerit decem annis peniteat, tribus ex his in
pane et aqua, et nunquam postea in conjugio copuletur. Quod si noluerit, Sancta
Synodus, vel sedes apostolica seperavit eos a communione et convocationibus
Catholicorum.” St. Cummian, Penitentiale. See *‘Irish Ecclesiastical Record,”
vol. iv. : “ The Bishop of Argyle and the early Celtic Church,” pag. 473, seqq.

33 7rian means a third portion; but, like our “‘quarter” it came to signify ‘‘a
district,” without any reference to proportion. In the case of Armagh, however,
the numerical import of the word was observed, for there were only the 7rian
Mor, or *“Great Ward;” 7rian Masain, or Masan’s Ward; and Zvian Saxan, or
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1126. The great church of St. Peter and St. Paul, rebuilt by
Imar Hua Hoedhagain, who was abbot in the year 1100, was
consecrated on the 21st of October; the abbot had a cell
near to the church, where he continued in fasting and prayer
day and night.©

1132. The blessed Moelbrigid, the son of Dolghen, prin-
cipal presbyter, and the most celebrated elder of all Ireland,
died August the 27th, in the 52nd year of his priesthood, and
8oth of his age.d

1133. Died Conang, the archidnach, he was the son of
Dubdal.® ‘

1134. The abbot Imar having undertaken a pilgrimage to
Rome died there; he was succeeded by St. Gilda Macabeus,
or Mochaibeo.!

1136. ‘Died the blessed Moelisa Moelcolumb, a celebrated
antiquary and librarian of this abbey.&

1137. This town was destroyed by lightning.®

1138. The blessed Moelpatrick Hua Drugain, the wisest
doctor of the Irish, and first professor in this house, the most
learned man of all Western Europe, and equally remarkable
for his piety and religion, died on the 2nd of January, in his
pilgrimage, in the abbey of Monainsheigh, in the county of
Tipperary.! The same year Christian O'Morgair,* bishop of
Clogher, was buried here under the great altar.k

1140. The lecturer O’Kotherny died.!

1142. Cathasach Hua Kirchaorach, professor of divinity,
and the most learned of the Irish, died.™

1149. Macratheus, the benign and venerable elder of the
clergy of Armagh, died this year.®

1150. On the 24th of November, fire destroyed that part of
the town which is called Trian-mor, from the middle and
northern part.°

1152. Died Fergal Hua Ferchubhuis, some time professor of
divinity in this abbey, and also lecturer in the church of St.
Columba, in Armagh.P

1155. Died Marian O’Moel-chierain, archidnach of Armagh,
a friendly and hospitable man to both the clergy and laity.d

°Tr. Th. ibid. p. 303. ¢Id. °Id. 'Id. SId. p. 304. PId.p. 663. ‘Id. pp.
281, 304. XWar. Bishops. ‘'Annal. Inisfal. “Tr. Th. p. 305. °ld. p. 306.
°/d. Pld. p. 308. 1/d.

““English Ward.” The 77ian Saxan was the region embraced by Upper En-
glish and Abbey streets, and from it English street probably derived its name.
The Zrian Masain seems to have included Market-street, and the adjacent parts
of Thomas and Scotch-streets. The Z7ian AMor probably included Irish-street,
Callan-street, and the western region of the town. (Reeves’ Churches of Armagh.)

MChristian, or Gillacreest O’Morgair, was the brother of St. Malachy of
Armagh, and is extolled by St. Bernard, as a wise and holy man.
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1156. Died Turlogh the great, monarch of Ireland; he
founded a new professorship of divinity in this abbey.

1159. Abel and Gilda Muredach, two anachorites of Armagh,
died this year.®

1162. In a synod held in Claonadh® it was decreed that no
person should be admitted professor of divinity in any church
in Ireland, who had not studied at this university.®

1164. Part of the town was burnt.¥

1166. The whole town, from the cross of St. Columb, on
both sides, to that of St. Owen, and from thence to the cross
at the gate of Rathene, was consumed by fire, the church
dedicated to the Saints Peter and Paul excepted.*

1167. Died Moel Michael O'Dothecain an excellent pres-
byter.y

1169. Roderic O'Conchobhair, King of Conaught, to ad-
vance learning in this university, granted to the head master
of the school an additional pension annually of ten oxen,
and bound his successors to fulfill the said grant, on con-
dition that a public school should be there kept open for all
scholars from every part of Ireland and Scotland.®

1173. This town was plundered.*

1174. Florence O’'Gorman, head moderator of this school,
and of all the schools in Ireland, a man well skilled in
divinity, and deeply learned in all the sciences, died on the
2oth of March, in the 7oth year of his age; he had studied
for twenty-one years in France and England, and governed
the schools of Ireland for the course of twenty years.® On
the 3ist of March died the abbot St. Giolla Mochadbeo, in
the 7oth year of his age ; he was a faithful servant of Christ.
The same year the abbot Conchovar M‘Conchailleadh was
chosen archbishop.4%

1178. Sir John de Courcey plundered this town, and the

*O' Halloran, v. 2, p. 316. *Tr. Th. p. 309. ‘Now called Clane, in the county of
Kildare. “Annal. Inisfal. id. ibid. ™1d. *Id. ¥1d. *Id. p. 110. *Annal. Inisfal.
YAnnal. Lagenie, and Inisfal. Tr. Th. p. 110. SAnnal Inisfal. Tr. Th. ibdd.
Act 8S. p. 200. 4T7. Th. p. 210.

35 Primate Conchovar M ‘Conchailleadh died at Semene, near Chamberry, on his
return from Rome. In 1854, his saintly successor, Primate Dixon, on his return
from Rome, whither he had gone to assist at the definition of the Immaculate Con-
ception, said Mass at the shrine S. Conchovar, in the Monastery of SS. Peter and
Paul, at Semene. He brought back to Armagh a considerable portion of the holy
confessor’s remains. The hymn sung in praise of S. Conchovar, or, as he is
called, S. Cornelius, begins as follows:—

Ave Pater gloriose,
Salve Preesul pretiose
Quondam Pater Irlandiae
Nunc decus Sabaudiae.
(See Dr. Dixon’s Journey to Rome, &c., 1855.)
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archdeacon of the abbey, Thomas O’'Corcoran, was barbar-
ously murdered.©

1179. The whole town, with the churches and chapels, and
the reliques of St. Brigid, were consumed by an accidental
fire.! Notwithstanding this severe visitation, William Fitz
Adelm did plunder the abbey of St. Patrick’s crosier, and
carried it to Dublins

1184. Philip of Worcester, procurator, or chief governor of
the kingdom, with a great army, did ravage this town during
the continued space of six daysP

1188. Died Martin O’Brolaigh, or O’Brolachan, the pro-
fessor of divinity ; he was esteemed to be the most learned
Irishman of his time.t

1189. John de Courcey plundered the town; the same
year it was consumed by fire from cross Brigid to her chapel.k

1195. This abbey, with all the churches, and great part of
the Rath, was destroyed by fire.!

1199. De Courcey again plundered the town, and set on
fire every church and house therein.™

1203. Died the abbot Moelisa O’'Dorigh of Tirconnell.2

1206. Hugh de Lacie, the younger, for ten days and nights
plundered the town and abbey, for which he soon felt the
vengeance of the Saints of Ireland.°

1208. On the vigil of St. Brigid, the town was again plun-
dered by de LacieP

1373. The King, Edward III, granted to James Bellen a
carrucate of land, with the appurtenances, in the Curragh,
near Dundalk, part of the possessions of this abbey then
seized in the King’s hands, the said abbot and convent being
mere Irish, and spending their rents and profits for the sup-
port and entertainment of the Irish; the said Bellen to hold
the same during life, if they continued so long in the King’s
hands.a

1375. Nicholas was abbot, when an inquisition was taken
concerning the said seizure, and the jury finding that the
abbot and convent were good and faithful subjects, the lands
were restored.”

1397. Died the abbot Nicholas O’Luchecan.?

1539. Patrick O’Hagan was abbot. By an inquisition
taken this year, the abbot was found to be seized of the site
of the abbey ; twelve gardens within the town ; the third-part
of the townland of Dromcote ; the sixth-part of the townland

*Annal. Inisfal. '1d. ibid. Annal. Inisfal. $Annal. Inisfal. “War. Annals.
\Tr. Th. p. 310. XAnnal. Inisfal. ‘Id. BIld. »Tr. Th. p. 501. °Annal. Inisfal.
MGeog. PAnnal. Inisfal. VHarris Collect. v. 3. THarris Collect. v. 3. *War
Mss. vol. 34.
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of Tyrnarnunagell ; the fourth-part of the townland of Tul-
laghloyst ; the fourth-part of the townland of Enaghboy ; the
third-part of the townland of Aghanoyce ; the third-part of
the townland of Tullaghelmayne ; and the sixth part of the
townland of Downalloghe; all near the town of Armagh ; and
a parcel of land called Knock Ederyn, lying near to the abbey;
these were the mensal lands belonging thereto. He was seized
also of the townlands of Ballyleanmore, Clawdoughe, Kille-
meky, Ballyleanbegge, Dromvolly, the third part of Ancagh,
in the parish of Clonkarney; Ballyneydarragh, Drountee,
Lourgowergh, Ballyvically, Downlyr, Cavanaghan, Prosna-
whyghe, in the parish of Clonkoughrose ; Crecanmore, Fallee,
Correcleigh, Aghagoran, Tassaagh, Tearrarlee, Crewroe, in the
parish of Tueaghy, all in the same county.

The lands of Cloghan, Corraghe, Cloghum, Tullough
O’Sarran, Aughan O’Cloyghy, Crcssereen, Moulegournagh,
near Armagh, towards Clonall ; and all the tithes of the said
lands, and of ten shillings Irish money, annually at the feast
of All Saints, out of each of the townlands above mentioned ;
and the abbot and his convent, with all their servants and
officers, had yearly on the feast of St. Philip and St. James,
an entertainment provided them out of all the aforesaid lands.
The abbot was also seized of a grange, containing the two
townlands of Corheenan, in the parish of Tynan, and the
townland of Clonarb, in the said parish ; and the advowson of
the church, and a townland belonging thereto, called Mauger-
grene, in the parish of Clankan, and the annual rent of twenty-
one shillings and fourpence out of Daughleernhan, in the said
parish, on the feast of All Samts.!

James O'Donelly was the last prior, for an inquisition taken
the first of November, in the first year of Queen Elizabeth,
1557, finds that he had surrendered the abbey, being then
seized of the site thereof, whereon there was a large church,
some stone chambers, a dormitory, with cellars beneath it, an
hall, a storehouse, a great court, a cemetery, garden and
orchard. A parcel of land called Garry, Templemurry, and
Garrynenamus; a parcel containing acres in Knockadrain,
Dromcoote, Lurgaboyourah, Aghamoote, the grange of the
townland of Lurgaboy in Clanconnaghy, townland of Drom-
nemuickee, Tallynemalloroogh, Mullinesillagh, grange of
Bally M‘Cally in Clanconnoghy, Broaghucclogh. Leatery,
Inclonconnoghy, Lurgalachtnemingle, Tullaghbofin, grange of
Sessiaghneogrechanphy, Carnevanaghran, townland of Riesky-
roddeh, Foallee, Fullynory, Tyranegargill, Aghanore, Knock-

*Ring, p. 233.
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enbog, Lurgaboylighragh, Seskinultagh, Agheter Toyl, alias
Knock Toyl, Cornegillagh, Broaghcullen, Dromenecheghy,
townland of Shancaragh, Lismore, Dromentee, Cavenaghgroah,
Tulloghboreagh, Drumlirk in Mullatmesilligh, Carnasinagher,
Knockeddershrogh de Foalle cum Knocknegressegh, Tullagh-
losky, Tullyclinane, Aghagonnell, Knockatreely, Carrigenare,
Aghavallagh, Coolaghill and the grange, alias Aghacarragh;
grange of Tobbersuawght, Doonlish, alias Portsuisin, Mullagh-
dromerbeh ; grange of Odenegreanan, Rieskenefedoge, An-
naghboy, Dunollogh, Tyregarve, Lurgaboy, Knockanroe,
Knocknespedoge, Ballymaccally, Knockancrimmar, Dromen-
-echeir, Cloonrecleigh, Ballendarragh, Lisreagh, Dromentee,
Annaghnullogs, Cavenaghroah, Clanconnoghy, Donebanevan,
Carnvannaghan, Taghabugg, Tullytrassenmore, Tullytrassen-
beg, Lisnegree ; grange of Aghnecloigh, Corcarnan, Natingon-
tagheighteragh, Nortingortinowtragh, Ballyloyanbeg. Lissech-
ackagh in Clancarny, Armagh, Knochsheely, Aghnecloigh,
Toorenebabbouny, Damwolly, Carneshikan, Lisnenarme, Mul-
laghfalskagmore, Tullanecask, Moyneforfoge, Leggegaranroe,
Grange in Clancarny, Cloonequoigger, Lismore, Aghteebrian-
roe, Cavannecranny, Kilmacrhugh, Carrigduffe. Grange of
Annagh, Barebane, Cavanehanlone, Teadanarde, Knocne-
carnan, Lanedarge, Leggegarnaroe, Clonekah, Lisbane.

Part of Mullodromart, Knochnemurrane, Contrasnagh,
Mullahnefermore, Mullatnirmore ; grange of Knocknegarvan-
boy, Cravanecreuroeeyhtrah, Mullarlogko, Cavanecruroe-
ontrah, Odenmore; grange of Kilmachugh, Lanebeg, Aghis-
terkynbeg, Breaghfunshogy ; grapge of Crewroe, Tassahowtragh,
Annagh, Clonskaulane, Aghnegloghfyn, Cargaghontragh;
grange of Lurgushanhill, Lurgakeile, Knocktamogh, Knock-
braddogh, Tassaghevihrah, Crosseduffe, Mullaghfintullagh,
Leghahowig, Carricknebreek, Drummorne, Ballintassa, and
grange of Ball, in Toughaggy, Mullaghaghmegoorane, Alter-
cormock, Knockanenyn, Gortreih, Knocktomoggy, Lisneke-
noyll, Clonecally, Knocknerane, Ballyloganmore, Lugnelolliah,
Aghinegooran, Ballyloganbeg, Tawenlentragh, Knockinerogie,
Toorecladdagh, Cabanekeragh, Lisdooreghy, alias Slutoorclag-
han, Lobbendemphy, Tully Ivinbeg, Tooreneurghygh,
Knockecraudy, Crosscreene; grange of Knockonummer,
Knockandally, Anaghagh, Sessioghmore ; grange of Aghne-
cloigh, Stroighnebrack, Knocketeemore, Clonebar, Altiloyfin,
Tannagh, Grangeballaghmarramacquoid, Cladagh, Cabane-
kaulone, Legagaranroe, Tuwysueban, Lissneu, Killspurtane,
Deryederlawole, Ballyboyan, Litterlonn, Clancarny, Derido-
rogh, Cronoghill, Cowtragh, Geengeaghbeg; grange of Mag-
haragreenan, Fallin, Knockacapple, Cortinman; grange of
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Cloghnancorragh, Grangeaghmore; grange of Corturobe,
Kilmachugh, Mullaghtuirbeg; grange of Cloghan, Knocka-
carncy, Tyrarly, Taghaboy, Cloghancorragh; grange of
Tyrarly, Dromawell, Cloghcorragh, Aghteeconchor, Dromcogh,
Dromdoiffe, Mullaghnecrewroederge; grange of Aghinegoo-
ran, Lurgeshankill, Merimichael, Luggemonyn, Knocknegap-
pull, Lisbarran; grange of Tullyfaran, Grangeoghmore and
Grange, Knockmeevy, Drumnckunshen, Altooglass, Dromagh-
emeclee, Coolonan, Lissedawell, Tullybronyduffe; grange of
Croscreen, Tully Ivinmar, Greanmore and Grange, Tannagh-
nemingell, Knockelough, Knockelough, Knockneinlough,
Tannaghgarve, Boleregh, Corcleagh and the Grange, Litter-
loane, Knockneglibeg, Amisnegananagh, Drumnott, Teve-
doone, Conjeitragh, Kilnagospagh, Leaghteedawly, Cavan,
Amnineganagh in the Fews, Monemore, Garvaghymore, Alte-
neynan, Cavangroagh.

The abbot was also seized of all the tithes growing and
accruing from the said lands, and Sessiogh, Lurgaboy, Bally-
vanran, and Knoetanty in Clanchoncy. He was also seized
of the lands of Dromarge, alias Dooghmuinterdogan, Cool-
cummery, Jengooda, Tinenesken, Balliboe, Cavan, Tullyasnech,
Tiretragh, Tirenesagart, and Down."

By an inquisition taken the first year of King James, 1603,
it appears that the abbot was also scized of a third part of a
quarter of land near Newton, in the county of Tyrone,
called the Grange, containing a ploughland of the yearly value
of one shilling; that he was also seized of a carrucate of land
at the Curragh, by the rent of twelve pence yearly, payable to
the heirs of Theobald de Verdon, to wit, to Thomas Furneval,
who married Joan, the daughter of the said Theobald.¥

This abbey, and all the possessions thercunto belonging,
were granted, in May, 1612, to Sir Toby Caulfield, Knight, at
the rent of five pounds Irish.*

Priory of the Culdei® The Culdei, or Colidei, were secular

BKing, p. 252. “/1d. p. 333. *Lodye, vol. 3. p. 86. .

3 The word Cwuldaeus, whence the English Culdee, was first used by Hector
Boece, as an equivalent for the Irish word Célé-De, which is composed of Célé—
friend, servant—and De, the genitive of Dia, God. It represents the Latin expres-
sion servus Dei, which was in general use to designate a person who followed the
monastic life. According to Dr. Reeves it was not a distinctive name borne
uniformly by any one order, but was a term of various application borne both by
regulars and by seculars. There were establishments of Culdees at Clonmacnoise,
Clondalkin, Monahincha, Devenish, Clones, Pubble, and Scattery. The Culdees

assed from Ireland into Scotland, then into York, and to the Isle of Bardsey in
Vales. At Armagh they served in the cathedral at the choir and. altar, until the
introduction of the canons regular in 1126 diminished their influence and import-
ance. It was at that date that their prior became precentor in the cathedral. He
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priests, and served in the choir of the cathedral of Armagh;
their president was called the prior of the college of the Culdei,
and was as a precentor to the said church; upon a vacancy a
prior was elected by the whole college of the Culdei, but he
received his confirmation from the archbishop.¥

A.D. 779. Died Kernach, called the prior of Armagh; he
seems to have been brother to St. Feardachrich, the abbot of
the monastery of St. Peter and St. Paul, who died in the year
768.2

863. Died the prior Kethernach, the son of Farnech.®

919. On the 10th of November, Godfred Hua Himbhair,
King of the Danes of Dublin, plundered this town, but he
spared the college of the Colidei.

982. Died the prior Muredach, he was the son of
Muregan.®

1001. Died the prior Trener.d

1052. Died the prior Gilda Patrick, he was the son of
Domnald.

1063. Died the prior Madagan Hua Kelechain.!

1089. Died the prior Gilda Patrich Hua Kelechain.g

By an inquisition taken in the 33rd year of King Henry
VIII, it appears that this house was called the priory of the
Colidei of Armagh, and that the religious therein were incor-
porated by the name of the prior and Colidei of Armagh ;
that the prior was then seized of seven ballyboes or townlands
in the county, viz., Cannadisse, Lisleagh, Ennogsegurt, Agha-
villic, Lisvonnowe, Killenure, and Maghocarrell.

ACRES. ACRES. l ACRES.

Fennenoaghan ... 5|Lissegall ... ‘Brughnesegart
Rosmore .. 3 Molloghdromgallon . lying in the townland of
Mulloghchonghan 20| lying in Ballone- Mullaghmore
honarmore Brodonaghan ... 20
lying in Ballynchone-
beg
ACRES. IN ARMAGH.
Aghtern, alias Clarragh ... 4 house in possession of James Berkeley.

in the townland of Farene-

Lannigley,alias Giltneglogh, lymg
4 » ’ Robert Jordan.
koogan

Y War. Works, vol. ii. p. 265. *Tr. Th. p. ?4 O Flakerty sup. *Tr. Th. p. 295.
b/d. <Jd. OId. p.297. °7r. Th. p. 299. 8/d. p. 299.

was generally beneficed, and there exists in Enmate Mefy’s register an account of a
decision of the year l448 to the effect that the priory of the Colidei, being a simple
office, and without cure, was not incompatible with a benefice.
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ACRES. IN ARMAGH.

Llssaghkerrell near Monaskellig 3 house in possession of Donald Savage.
Lackmullack .. 4 A messuage ,, Pat. Oge O'Heyre.
Golworth, near Ca.vanakagh ... 60 . . Elis Crawley.
Ts;l oc"ri Ogy:glgen. lying in Mullagh A shop adjacent ,,  Thady Crawley.
In le Bend, in Ba]lyhurclam ... 20 A stable ’e Same.
Rectory of Mullaghbrack A messuage ,, Robert Moore.
Rectory amd vicarage of 24 town-

lands of the church of Toaghy, Messuage B. M‘Rory.

alias Derenoose .
Rectory of Tynan .. . ” Manus M ‘Garrey.
Rectory of Mounterkenny, ahas} Cael O"Monaghan,

Tannagbie e ” ” aghan-
Vicarage of Leballyeghsse . A cowhouse,&c. ,, Thady Crawley.

Rectory of Donaghmore, in the}
county of Tyrone
Rectory of Clonfeacle, in said

A tenement, &c. ,, H. Oge M‘Codden

county A messuage ,, John Davis.
Rectory of S| tane, in county of A messuage with a} P
Armagh poc curtilage D. M'Crawley.
All the tithes i in the seven town-l
lands of Kilnefegart, alias 'y . John Rudworth.
Fieghth ... )
Rectory of Tomachbryn Percy Williams.
Three messmges near the Franciscan
friary.

Within the precincts of the priory, an hall, unum magnum,
atrium, Anglicé, a great backside, and a messuage built
therein, and another backside and messuage.

By another inquisition, taken March 24th, 1625, it appears
that the prior, with his brethren, had totally forsaken the
priory, and were all dead about twenty-five years before the
holding of this inquisition; that Sir Toby Caulfield, Lord
Charlemount, had, about the year 1620 received, as seneschal
to Henry, then archbishop of Armagh, the rents of the said
Ballyboes, and that John Symons, clerk, had, from the feast
of All Saints, 1623, to the day of the taking of this inquisition,
received the profits of the said ballyboes, and of the tenements
in the town of Armagh ; that the rent of the seven townlands
was £46, and that Symons had expended part thereof in
erecting some stalls in the choir of the cathedral.! ¥

bKing, p. 133. 'King, p. 134.

371In 1619, August Ist, there was a royal letter to grant these lands for a choir
at Armagh.  On 7th April, 1627, Km? Charles granted a charter founding the
college of King Charles 1n the cathedral church of Armagh; and this body of vicars
choral adopted the old name and called themselves Collideans. In 1634, 2 new
charter was granted to remedy some defects in the former one; and, in 1722,
George 1. issued a supplemental charter in their favour. The vicar’s holdings in
the city of Armagh represent the original site of the old Culdee priory. They are
near the cathedral ground on the south-east.
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Temple Brigid™ is said to have been founded in this town by
St. Patrick.k

Temple Fartagh® or the church of the Miracles, was founded
without the town by the same saint, for St. Lupita, his eldest
sister, who was buried here;' and in the beginning of the last
century, her body was found buried deeply under the rubbish
of her ancient nunnery, in a standing posture; two crosses
:et;ie also discovered closely guarding the body before and be-

ind.™

January 9, 1618, King James granted the monasteries of
Eemple Fartagh, and Temple Breed, to Francis Annesley,

sq."

Dominican Friary.*® Porter, in his annals tells us, that
there was one at Armagh; which is more than probable, other-
wise the primate Scanlain, who was of that order, would not
have made his foundation for the friars minor.°

XWar. Mon. ‘Usker. Tr. Th.p.19. War. Mon. ®™Vard. p. 184. ®Lodge,
vol. §i. p. 274 n. °Burke, p. 339.

3 This little abbey church of St. Brigid is a very ancient foundation. It stood
outside the rath, and quite close to the site of the present Catholic church. The
‘* Annals of Ulster” and the ‘‘Four Masters,” at 1085, record the death of Gormgael
Loighseagh, coarb of the Regles Brighde at Armagh. In 1179 the “ Annals”
record a wide-spread conflagration which spared the church of St. Brigid, though
it consumed the greater part of the city. In 1189, Armagh was burned from St.
Brigid’s cross to the Regles Brighde. At the time of the dissolution of religious
houses St. Brigid’s was a nunnery, and in inquisitions and patents it is always
coupled with Temple-Fertagh. An inquisition of 1612 finds that it was a nunnery,
and that after the dissolution it was occupied by a certain singer who resided in
said monastery, place, or house called Zemplebreed. (Ul Inq. Armagh,No.3, Jac.1.)
In 1616, it was granted to Francis Edgeworth, assignee oquohn Eyres. In 1619,
it was passed by patent to Sir Francis Annesley, in whose family, as Earls of
Anglesey, it was transmitted, till in 1799 the assignment of a lease was converted
into a fee by Leonard Dobbin.

% Na Ferta, or the graves, was the first spot granted by Daire to St. Patrick on
his arrival in A h, and was the site of the first church there erected by the
saint. The word Ferta of itself signifies sepulchres or miracles; but that it has
the former meaning here is plain from a passage in the *‘Book of Armagh.”

ocelin renders this name Festum Miraculorum, which interpretation, adopted

y Ussher and Colgan, has passed into our author’s text. The designation
Ferta Martyrum is derived from the relics of the holy martyrs placed there b
St. Patrick. At 1078 the ** Annals of Innisfallen ” record the death of * Dubtac
Na Sochaind, sage priest of Na Ferta, at Armagh.” On September 25, 1430,
Primate Swayne wrote from Termonfechin to David M‘Gillade, Prior of the
Culdees of Armagh, directing him to procure redress for the Abbess of Na Ferta,
whose riﬁ]hts had been invaded by certain persons. At the dissolution of religious
houses the possessions of this convent passed, with so much other ecclesiastical

roperty, to the Annesley family, and in the last century, by purchase, into other
Eands. The place where this nunnery stood is now traversed by Dobbin-street.

4 In Dr. Reeves’ opinion there is not a shadow of authority for the existence of
a Dominican friary at A h. ¢ The Four Masters,” he observes (Op. Cit. p. 32.)
¢ At the year 1264, relate that the archbishop of Armagh, Maclpatrick O’ Scannail,
brought the friars minors to Armagh; and, according to tradition, it was
MacDonnell Galloglegh that commenced the erection of the monastery. Here pro-
 }
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Franciscan Friary®* The friars of the order of St. Francis
were brought into this town A.D. 1261,P and Patrick Scanlain,
who was then primate, built a house for them two years after ;3
though Wadding, the Franciscan, as quoted by Allemande,
assures us, that it was founded in the year 1291, by O’'Donnell.¥

Michael, the divinity lecturer, was elected archbishop in
1303

A.D. 1353. Gormlagh, the daughter of J. O’Donnell, and
formerly wife of Donald O’Neil, prince of Ulster, dying on
the 14th of April, was buried in this monastery.t

The Franciscans of the strict observance began to reform
this friary in 1518," but it was not then perfected. In 1580,
Walter M‘Cuard was guardian,” and in 1583, Solomon M‘Conny
was guardian, in whose time the reformation was completed.*

Clonfeakle. St. Lugud, or Lugaid,*® the son of Tailchan,

YAnn. Ulton. SWar. Mss. vol. 34. *All de. *War. Bishops, p. 71. ‘King,
2 309. “War. Mss. vol. xxxiv. “King, p. 309. *1d.

bably lies the secret of this preference. This MacDonnell was chief of O’Neill’s
gallowglasses, and the building of the house being his work, it is likely that his
choice, or the will of O’Neill, whose family was always attached to the Franciscans,
turned the scale in their favour.”

41 At 1266, the “ Annalists” record *“ Maelpatrick O’Scannail, primate of Armagh,
brought the friars minor to Armagh, and afterwards cut a broad and deep trench
around the church.” In 1357, thé guardian of this house appealed to the g’ope at
Avignon against the acts of the primate, Richard Fitz-Ralph. In 1442, Nimeas
O'Lochlen received from the- Fn'mate permission to preach indulgences throughout
Ireland. 1In 1450, primate Mey sojourned in this house. In 1455, the diocese
was laid under an interdict, but a relaxation was granted by the primate, in
favour of McCrener, the guardian. In 1518, the convent was obtained for the
Franciscans of the strict observance. In 1565, the convent was destroyed, and the
friars retired to places of security. They were discovered by one Donald, and the
consequence was that friars Roger M‘Congail, Conatius Macuarta, and Fergal
Bardeus, were stripped and flogged through the principal streets.

On the 3rd July, 1620, the pseudo-primate, Hampton, received a patent in which
the site and precinct of the Franciscan monastery was granted to the see. The
ruins of the building may yet be traced within the demesne.

The author makes no mention of the church dedicated to St. Columba, which
stood in Armagh. Dr. Reeves gives the following particulars connected with it.
The * Annals of Ulster,” at 1010, state that *‘ Donadhach, of the church of Colum-
cille, in Armagh, fell asleep in Christ.” The * Four Masters,” at 1152, record the
death of ‘‘Ferghall Ha Fercubhais, lecturer of Armagh for a time, and of the
regles (or abbey church) of Columkille, in Armagh, for a time. In 1614, temple
Columkilly is mentioned as in the street called Bore-netrian-Sassenach, and a
northern limit of the premises of St. Peter and St. Paul's abbey. In Bogue's map
of 1760, the site of St. Columba’s church is laid down as due north of the meeting-
house, at the opposite side of Abbey-street. :

41 The St. Lugaid referred to in the text is mentioned in * Adamnan’s Life of St.
Columba,” as residin%, at the time of that saint's death, in the monastery of Cluain-
finchoil, *“ meadow of the white-hazel.” Colftm identified this place with Cluain-
fiacul, Clonfeakle. But Clonfeakle is called in the «“ A " Cluain-fiachna.
meadow or plain of St. Fiachna. Jocelin calls this church Cl/uain-fiacail in his
‘‘Life of St. Patrick;” but in the taxation of 1306, and in the registries of the
archbishops Sweteman, Swayne, Mey, Octavianan, and Dowdall it is called bx
various forms of the name Cluain-Fiachna. The ¢‘Annals of the Four Masters,
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was abbot of Cluainefiacul, that is, the church of the Tooth,
so named from a tooth of St. Patrick which was said to have
been preserved here. St. Lugud was a very aged man in the
year 5805

Clonfeakle is now a parish church, about five miles from
Armagh.®

Kilmore. St. Mochtee, who afterwards built Louth, founded
Kilmoreaedhain, in the territory of Huadmeth ; the church is
dedicated to St. Aedan.®

Kilmore is now a parish church, three miles east of Ar-
magh.P

Kilslere.  'Wadding, the Franciscan, calls this Killare, and
says it was the principal monastery belonging to the third
order of Franciscans in Ircland. Thomas Ornay, was made
perpetual commissary of it in the year 1457.°

Killevy. At the foot of the mountain of Slieu Gullen,® in
the barony of Orior.

St. Darerca,* otherwise called Monenna, sister to St. Patrick,
was abbess of Kilsleve, or Belsleibhe; she died A.D. 517, or
518, and her ‘feast is held on the 6th of July. Others say,

Y7r. Th. p. 8. Act. SS. p. 453. Usher, p. 496. *Liber visit. » Act. SS. p.
731. Y Lib. visit. ¢ Allemande. 3 Usher, p. 526, Act. SS. p. 190, 606, 718.

at 1003, record the death of “ Eochaidh da Flannagain, airchinneach of the Lis-
aeidheadh of Ardmacha, and of Cluan-Fiachna, the most distinguished historian of
the Irish.” And at 1069, the death of Aedh, son of Dubhghall, vice-abbot of
Cluan-Fiachna. It is also mentioned at 1252. The ancient parish church stood
in the townland of Tullydowey, in a curve of the river Blackwater, on the
Tyrone side. :

4 This mountain took its name from Cuilean, an artificer, who lived in the
reign of Conchobbar Mac Nessa, King of Ulster, and by whom the celebrated
Cuchellain was fostered.

4 Colgan, in his ‘‘ Life of St. Darerca” (22nd March), remarks that Ussher (De
Primordiis Ecclesiar. Britannar, p. 705-6), confounds the St. Darerca who was St.
Patrick’s sister, with St. Darerca, otherwise St. Moninna, abbess of Kilsleve. The
former is honoured on the 22nd March, the latter on the 6th of July. St. Mon
inna, according to the ancient Life, written by Conchubhranus, and used by
Ussher, founded seven churches in Scotland: one called Chilnecase,in Galloway ;
another on the summit of the mountain of Dundenenal, in Landonia ; the third on
the mountains of Dunbreten ; the fourth at the Castle of Strivelin ; the fifth at
Dun-Eden, now Edinburgh ; the sixth on the mountain of Dun-Pelder ; and the
seventh at Lanfortin, ncar Dundee, where she died. The ruins of the church at
Killevy are still visible. The *‘ Four Masters” have the following entries regard-
ing this establishment : In A.D. 654 * Coincenn, of Cill-Sleibhthe, died.” A.D.
921, * Dinbhleter, of Cill-Sleibhthe, priest of Ard-Macha was martyred by the
foreigners of Snamh-Aighneach” (now Carlingford Lough). “A.D. 1029, Donn.
Chadh Na Donnegain, Lord of Fearnmhagh ; and Cinaedh, son of Angeirrce, Lord
of Cenailli, mutually fell by each other at Cill-Sleibhe.” *¢ A.D. 1146, a great
wind-storm occurred on the 3rd day of December, which caused a great destruction
of woods throughoutIreland ; it prostrated sixty trees at Doire-Choluim-Chille, and
killed and smothered many persons in the Church : it also killed other people at
Cill-Sleibhe.” “¢ A.D. 1150, Cailleach. of Cill-Sleibhe, a pious good senior died,
after good penance, at an advanced age.”



52 Ancient Monasteries of Ireland.

that this nunnery was built by St. Monenna about the year
630, after she had quitted Faugher, in the county of Louth.®

St. Conchenna, sister to St. Lugad of Clonfeacle, was abbess
of this nunnery ; she died A.D. 654.!

Kilsleve is now a parish church in the diocess of Armagh.§

Inquisition 4th November, 3rd King James, finds, that
Alicia Nigen M‘Donchey O’Hanlon was the last prioress, and
roth March, 34th King Henry VIIIL she was seized of the
townlands and the tithes of Agheyelloge, alias Aghyloge,
Ballytolloche, Clonynlym, alias Clonelome, Ballylurgakeill,
Aghetidy and Aghedemoyll, alias Aghadavell ; also of the
tithes of the twelve townlands of Camlogh (Dromeherime and
Tollyvonney only excepted); also of the four townlands of
the Moyry, the four townlands of Faddum; also the six
townlands of Cohill ; the seven townlands of Killin; and the
townlands or places known by the name of Ballinageragh,
Ballinlat, Ballynedowlargoegh, Carrickbraddagh, Dromenty,
Teucrome, Carricksticken, Clogh O’Cominslawnohill, Corre-
gillereen, Moyfanner, Mauclawne, Latebrigett, Aghadonoman,
Ballekeill, Charchill, Leballimore, Corickegallyogh, the two
Sturgans, Lisliagh, Aghnuckshane, and Carigedilane. All
the said lands were in this county, and of the annual value
besides reprises, of 40s. Irish money.

Stradhailloyse. 'Wadding says, that it is in the diocess of
Armagh, and that a monastery for conventual franciscans was
founded there, A.D., 1282, and that a provincial chapter of the
order was held therein in the year 1315.!

Tahellen®s In Hy-meith-tire* St. Patrick founded Tegtalain,
and made St. Killian bishop of it;! his feast is held on May 27th.™

This church was burnt A.D. 670.®

sUsher., tAct. SS. p. 606. $Visitation Book. ‘Wadding, quoled by Allemande.
kX Now the barony of Orior. 'Tr. Th.p. 184. ™ Act. SS.p. 331. ® Ty. 7. 633.

4 Teg-Talain, or Tigh-Talain, i.e. domus Zalani, derives its name from S. Tel-
lanus, son of ,son of Colgan, chief of that region, or from S. Tolanus, son of
Donnchadh. e ‘ Martyrology of Donegal” mentions, under the 27th May,
« Cillin, Bishop of Tigh-Talain in Oirghialla,”

COUNTY OF CARLOW:!

! From the period of the Norman invasion to the days of Henry the Eighth, Car-
low was, in a military point of view, perhaps, the most important county in Ireland.
Through its rich valleys lay the main road which connected the English settlements
in Munster with the seat of the Governmentin Dublin. The bridge at Leighlin,
in the centre of the county, was the only passage across the river Barrow, enlagbling
t1e Norman colony around the capital to communicate with the counties of Kil-
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kenny, Waterford, Cork, Limerick, and Kerry : even Wexford in those days could
not be approached through any other route, so terrible were the fastnesses of the
Dublin and Wicklow mountains, and so warlike were the tribes of the O’Tooles
and the O’Byrnes that inhabited them. Hence many of the early records speak of
Carlow as the key of the English pale, and a letter from the Parliament of Ireland
to Henry the Sixth, in 1435, informs us that, in addition to the castles of the
towns of Carlow and Tullow, there were in the fourteenth century no fewer than
one hundred and forty eight smaller castles in this county, all ** well bataylled and
inhabyted.”

Nevertheless, matters were not always so cheering for the new colonists. The
survivors of the Mac Murrough race had been allowed to retain the greater part
of the barony of Idrone, and when the Kavanagh, who towards the middle of the
thirteenth cen appropriated to himself the greater parts of the counties of
Carlow and Wexford, assumed the name of Mac Murrogh, he easily rallied all the
branches of that family under his standard, whilst he at the same time strengthened
himself by a close alliance with the O'Bymes and the O’Tooles. From that day
he was in reality the King of the greater part of Leinster, and it was only by his
toleration that the colonists could enjoy even a comparative calm. He entrenched
himself in the hills around Leighlin, and thence commanded the p: of the
Barrow at Leighlin Bridge, and it is curious to find that from the days of Edward
the Third to the end of the reign of Henry the Eighth, tAeM* Murrough received
a yearly stipend of eighty marks from the King’s Exchequer, this sum being. in fact
so much * black mail” levied by him for permission to the English settlers to
journey on in peace towards Leighlin-bridge. A curious statement of grievances,
forwarded by the Parliament of Ireland in 1421 to King Henry the Fifth, proves
that the Kavanaghs had become even less loyal than the other rebels, and prays his
Majesty to induce the Pope to proclaim ‘@ crusade against the said Irish enemies”
(See this important document in Sir W. Betham’s * Origin of the Constitution of
England,” &c., p. 337). We need not add that no such crusade was ever pro-
claimed by the l-f:)ly ee, and the imperilled colonists were left alone to struggle
with the native chieftains.

We have entered into these details that the reader ma{ understand why so few
religious houses were established in this county by the early Anglo-Norman
families. It was particularly rich, however, in its religious foundations of an
earlier date, although most of these are passed over in silence by Archdall. The
limits of a note wilfnot permit usto treat of this subject as we would wish. Suffice
it for the present to mention Kellistown, where the modern church occupies the
site of an old church supposed to have been erected by St. Patrick,and which
in later times bore the name of this great apostle. There was a Round Tower
where the steeple now stands ; and about half a mile distant S& Patrick’s Well
may still be seen. In the same neighbourhood is the townland of Kjy/e. formerl
u!(ed Killenora, s.c., * the Venerable Church,” where the ruins of the old churc]
still remain, measuring thirty-nine feet in length and eighteen in breadth.
MNurney in Irish Urnaighe, and marked on the old map of Mercator as Urney, was
formerly a famous place of pilgrimage. The name itself implies that it was
Eecially devoted to prayer. O'Curry writes: ** Urnaighe” in this instance, and on

other occasions, when ap?lied to a church as its name. is the same as Ci//-na-
Aurnaighe, “ cella orationis,” or ‘‘the cAurch of prayer.” Within the modem
churchyard are the remnant of a rude stone cross. and outside the enclosure to the
nor;‘h is a perfect cross six feet in height. There were formerly three stone crosses
at Nurney.

Kiltinnel, also pronounced Kintinnel, is a corruption of the Irish word Kilt-
Sinchill, ie., ** Ecclesia Sinchelli.”” In Kiltennel are the ruins of an ancient
church 16 yards long and 7 yards broad. It has a plain slab, with the inscription:
‘‘ Underneath lieth the body of Mr. Edmond Byme, jun., who departed this life
December 3, 1768, aged 33 years. Also the body of Mr. Edmond Bymne. of Spaw-
hill, his father, who departed this life June the 16th, 1770, aged 72 years. Re-
quiescant in pace.” The more modern chapel, now also in ruin, was 9 yards long
and 15 feet broad, and was built in the beginning of the last century. In a
recess at north-east corner is placed a stone with armorial _beanngs, and the
motto: ‘‘In Domino confido,” and the inscription: ¢‘Captain Edmond Byme
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Achad Finglass® was also called Achad Arglass, near Leighlin,
on the east of the river Barrow, in the barony of Idrone.
There was an abbey founded here, of which St. Fintan was
abbot ; he died on the 17th of February, long before the end

crected this chapel, and Doctor Edmond Byrne, Archbishop of Dublin, consecrated
the same, 1709.” There is a well in the townland called Tobermodalowan,
the Irish Tober-Modalamhan, about a quarter of a mile from the old church.

Ballyellen, i.e. Baile-A:lin, retains a portion of the old church. The length was
18 yards, and the breadth 8 yards. Inside the church is a tombstone with the inscrip-
tion: ‘‘Dionysius O’'Ryan de Bally-ellen Generosus et uxor......... fieri fecerunt
4 Die Octobris, A.D. 1625.”

Lorum. Onthe map of Mercatorit is marked Glorum, Seward callsit Lowran,
and tradition says there was a church and Round Tower here. St. Molaise’s day
was formerly celebrated here. His well lies about a hundred perches to the cast of
the church.

In Donore townland is the site of a church called *‘ XKi/molappogue,” and within
30 perches of it a well of the same saint. (See “ Annals of Four Masters,” at
1041). It is, perhaps, the place marked on Mercator’s map Kumalogue ; and the
well in some of the Ordnance papers is written St. Malaugh's well.

Clonagvose, i.e., in Irish, Cluain-nag-cluask. On Mercator’'s map it is marked
Clongash. There are still the ruins of an old church there, and Lady-well lies
120 yards to S.E. of thechurch. The patron day was held on the last Sunday
in June. No mention is made of any of these ancient churches by Archdall.

t is still more surprising that he makes no mention of the town of Carlow,
which gave name to the present county. It was known in ancient times as
Catharlach, and in the Irish preface to *‘ Keating’s History” it is called Ceathar-
lack. 1tis generally supposed to mean Catkair-lach, i.e. “*The Castle of the River.”
Mr. Curry, however, translates it ‘‘ 7he Quatriple Lough,” as taking its name
from four lakes. 1t is situated at the junction of the Burrin with the Barrow, and
it is thousht that much of the district was formerly covered with water.

Many details regarding the civil history of the town may be seen in Ryan’s
‘‘History of Carlow.” I shall only add that in the additions to Gough’s
¢‘Camden,” mention is made of the ‘‘ruins of a fine abbey, founded about the year
634,” as still extant in the town of Carlow. Some ruins of an old abbey may still
be seen a few perches from the Castle, and it is traditionally known as St. Mary’s
Abbey. Near Oak Park there was a small Franciscan friary, founded by the
Cooke family, the former proprietors of the estate. Browne Hill and Viewmount
;I;o occupy the site of a venerable religious establishment called St. Kieran’s

3 Achadk-Finglais has been identified by the Ordnance Survey with 4g4a, which
is situated about two miles from Leighlin-bridge. The word Ackad4, which means
a plain, is pronounced Awugka precisely as Agha is called by the Irish-speaking
population. At Agha may still be seen the ruins of a church which dates
from the earliest period of our Christian era. It is thus described in the Ordnance
Survey Letters: ‘“Its length inside is 454 feet, and its breadth is 154. At the
hei‘ght of § feet from the ground begins a window on the east gable, which is
3 feet 8 inches broad at the bottom, has a semicircular arch of chiselled
franite stones at top, to the spring of which the window is 3 feet high. The

eight of the arch, 3 feet, being added to this, makes the whole height (of the
window) 8 feet. The sides as well as the arch are built with chisee;ﬁad granite
stones.” There is another window in the south side-wall, with ¢‘a rectilineally-
pointed arch.”

¢ The door is on the west gable ; 3 feet 6} inches wide ; 6 feet 34 inches in heiﬁ?t H
the breadth at-top is 3 feet 5 inches. The side walls, which seem to retain their
original height, risc about 11 feet g inches.”

Subsequently it is added, regarding this church : ‘“It is referable to as early a
period as history places an establishment at Achadh-Finglais.” At the south-
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of the 6th century.® St. Aid was also abbot here, but in what
year is uncertain; his festival is held on the 11th of AprilP
This abbey has been of some note in A.D. 864, for in that
year it was pillaged by the Danes.

°dct. SS. p. 383, 354 PCalendar. SAdt. SS. p. 353.

west corner of the old church there is a large stone which in olden times was the
pedestal of a monumental cross.

In the “‘Life of St. Fintan, of Clonenagh,” published from the ¢‘Book of Kil-
kenny,” by Colgan (Act. SS. p. 352), the site of Ackadk-Finglais is described as
situated ‘“in the district of Hydrone, opposite to the city of Leighlin (i.e. Old
Leighlin), and to the east of the Barrow.” All this agrees perfectly with Agha,
which is in the barony of Idrone east, and at the opposite side of the Barrow from
Old Leighlin, the river with the modem town of Leighlin-bridge being about half-
wag between these ancient religious establishments.

t. Fintan, the founder of the great monastery of Clonenagh, lived for some time
towards the close of his life in this monastery of Ackadk-Finglaés. In his life we
read: ‘“ A certain holy bishop named Brandubh, a wise, meek, and humble man,
from the district of Hy-Kinsealach, which is the most remarkable part of Leinster,
came to St. Fintan to embrace a religious life under his guidance ; and the holy
bishop found the abbot St. Fintan in the monastery which is called Ackad’-
Finglaiss, in the district of Hy-drone, opposite to the city of Leighlin, to the east
of tie River Barrow. The holy abbot was rejoiced at the arrival of the bishop,
and said to him: ‘“O holy pastor | what do you desire among us?” The bishop
replied : ‘‘Most worthy father, I desire to close my daysin your renowned monas-
tery.” Then St. Fintan softly said to him, *I wish you rather to remain ob-
servantly and tranquilly in this monastery than to come to my hard monastery ; for
the burden of my monastery is very severe.” The bishop replied : ‘‘Hitherto I
have imposed a yoke on others, now I hope to devote my life to God under the yoke
of others; 1 therefore offer myself to God and to you; whatsoever you command
I will perform ; one request alone I shall make, that if you should be called to God
before me, I may not long survive, and that you will come to meet my soul.”
St. Fintan said : **God will grant you this ition.” At the end of three years
the blessed Father, Fintan, passed to heaven from the monastery of Clonenagh, and
the holy bishop, who, in obedience to the saint, had remained in the above
monastery, hearing of this, said to the brethren: *‘I know that I shall soon ex-
change this miserable life for the kingdom of God, as St. Fintan promised to me.”
After a few weeks the attendant of the holy bishop saw in a vision, as if an
opening were made in the hut in which the bishop dwelt, and seven persons
arrayed in white ents, and encircled with a heavenly light, came to that
opening, and one of them cried out : * Come thence, holy bishoP, delay no longer,
for we have been sent to meet your soul, and behold your Father, Fintan, of
wondrous sanctity, comes also to you.” Now, it was in a little cell separated from
the above place that the bishop and his attendant were ; and the attendant, awaken-
ing, took a burning light and apé)roachcd the spot where the bishop reposed, but
found that his spirit was already fled. All this the attendant narrated to the
brethren, who then interred the holy remains, and glorified God in both his
saints.” (Acta SS. p. 352.{

From this passage we leam that Ackadk-Finglais was not a monastery of
St. Fintan, but was probably of a much earlier foundation; and that it was
hallowed by the remains of the holy Bishop Brandubh. This was probably
the Bishop Brandubh whose name is entered in the ¢‘ Martyrology of Donegal,”
]ge 3rd. St. Fintan was a near relative of St. Brigid, and died about the year

5 In the townland of Ratheadon (marked Rakedin on Mercator’s map), not far
from Agha, there was another ancient church and burial-place. A portion of the
walls still remains. The name Ratkeador is equivalent to Rath-Adain,i.e. * Arx
ZXdani.” From a poem quoted in the * Four Masters,” at A.D. 906, it would
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Athaddy® About the year 1151 an abbey was founded here,
for the nuns of the order of St. Augustin, by Dermot,
the son of Murchard, King of Leinster; he appointed it to

be a cell to the nunnery of St. Mary de Hoggis, in the city of
Dublin~

Bally M‘William-roe ;* near Clonegall, was built by the
Knights Templars about the year 1300; it stands on a fine
situation, and was of great extent.®

Killarge® 1In the reign of King John, Gilbert de Borard
founded a preceptory here, under the invocation of St. John the
Baptist, for Knights Templars, but on the downfall of that
order it was granted to the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem.t

A.D. 1326. Friar William de Tisudelm was preceptor.®

Friar William de Fyndum was preceptor" the same year.

*War. Mon. *Tour through Ireland, 1748, p. 226. *War. Mon. “King, p. 82.
vld. p. 38.
appear that this was the residence of the Lords of Hy-Drone. There are still two
Raths in the townland of Ratheadon.

In the fragments of ‘‘Irish Annals” published for I. A. S. in 1860, by
O’Donovan, it is recorded, at A.D. 866, that : ** Sruthair (now Shrule, near Carlow,)
and Sletty and Achadh-Arglais were plundered by the Gentiles.”

3 Athaddy, called Athade by Lewis, in his ‘* Topographical Dictionary,” is now
%enera.lly known as Akade, or Aghada ; in Irish it is Atk-fada, i.e., * the Lon

ord.” This name extends back to Pagan times, and is mentioned in the Book o
Ballymote, in connection with Niall of the Nine Hostages. There is still a Crom-
leach very near Ahade, as well as several pillar stones, channelled on all sides from
the top to the middle. Near the present Protestant church there is a holy well,
as also what seems to be a very old baptismal font. The modern church probably
occupies the site of the old abbey. It is about two and a half miles to the south of
Tullow, and adjoins the road leading to Newtownbarry. It is prettily situated on

tly elevated ground, and a rivulet running close to the chm'cgya.rd adds to the
uty of the scene.

4 Bally-mac- William Roe, as Lewis tells us, was another name for Ballymoon, in
the County Carlow. Itis situated a few miles from Leighlinbridge, on the road to
Enniscorthy. According to Dr. Lanigan (Eccles. Hist. iii, 351) it was here the
famous battle was fought in which St. Cormac Mac Culennan, King and Abp. was
killed ; and although O’Donovan, in ‘‘ Annals of Four Masters ” (ad. an. go3) con-
tends that Ballaghmoon, in the south of the County Kildare, was the scene of this
battle, many of our best antiquarians still adhere to the former opinion. All the
ancient authorities agree in placing the scene of the battle in the plain of Magh-
Ailbhe, near Leighlin-bridge. (See extract from the Tract Catk-bealaigh-. :ﬁbna,
in notes to A of F. M. Joc. cit. ; and “ Fi ents of Irish Annals,” I. A. S,
page 204). In one of Usher's MSS. (F. 4, 30, Lib. T.C.D.) there is the following
curious fragment which may serve in some way to identify this place : * Near the
city of Leighlin (i. e., old Leighlin), on the opposite bank of the river, there is a cer-
tain hill called Bennree, i. e., the Hill of the King (Sublimitas Regis) on which it is
commonly said (vulgariter fertur), that Cormac O’Cullenan, King of Munster, of
the race of the MacCarthies . . . . . was killed, and his body was brought to
Cashel to be interred in a special chapel. In memory of that deed all the Mun-
stermen, to the present day who pass the bridge of Leighlin, cast a stone towards
the Black Castle, situated at the foot of the bridge, and say ‘ Remember Cormac.’
Memento Cormaci.” (fol. 217, 8).

s A’:Il:rr}t gave name to the modern parish of Aillerig, where there is an old
churchyard in which portions of the east gable of the ancient church are still stand-
ing, whilst the floor of the old church enclosure is used as a place of burial. Inthe
parish of Killerig there is a district called Frerton, or Fréiarstown—in lrish * Baile
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1327. Friar William de Wall was preceptor.®

1335. Friar Ralph de Bradley was preceptor.”

Nicholas Plunket was the last commendator, and the inqui-

- sition taken the Wednesday next after the feast of St. Branden,
33rd King Henry VIII., finds him seized of a castle and three
messuages in Frereton, with two messuages, one hundred acres
of arable land, and sixty-six of pasture and underwood in
Courton, annual value, besides reprises, £5 ; one hundred and
sixty acres in the said town and in Russelston, and sixteen
acres in Tollophelim, annual value, besides reprises, 4s. ; also
the following rectories appropriated to the said preceptor,
Killarge, which extendeth into Killarge, Frereton, and Courton
of Killarge, Russelston, Besthereston, Curdinheth, and Bally-
urayn, annual value, besides reprises, £8; Kylmakill, which
extendeth into Kylmakill, Carydogh, Castlecoyle, Grangewelt,
Poleston, Ballyshordan, and Ballynwaly, annual value, besides
reprises, £7; also Powerston, in O’Ryan’s country, annual
value, besides reprises, 20s. And another inquisition taken in
March same year finds, that the said commendator was seized
of fourteen acres of land in Miganne ; all the said lands and
rectories lye and are situated in the county of Carlow.—(Ckief
Remembrancer.)

1337. Friar Ralph continued preceptor.?

1339. Friar John de Wafingle was preceptor.

Queen Elizabeth granted this commandery parcel of the
estate of the hospital of Kilmainham, near Dublin, to Mary,
the wife of Gerald Aylmer, December 12, 1590.

Kilfortchearn® was a noble monastery in the territory of

. p. 84. Y1d. p. 28. *King, p. 7. *1d. p. 83. ®Lodge, vol. 4, p. 244, note 188.

na m-brathar,” which seems to mark the site of some ancient religious foundation.
On Mercator’s map it is called * Freyers-town.” On the same map is also marked
¢ Courte-Kyllaryk,” between Friarstown and Johnstown. This is undoubtedly the
Courton mentioned in some medigeval records.

¢ In the parish of Sliguff there is a townland of X#/loughternane—in Irish, ‘K5l
Uchtarnan.” i. e., * St. Fortchern’s Church,” where there are still the walls of a
very remarkable ancient church. In the Ordnance Survey papers it is stated that
* this primitive church, judging from the ruins that remain, certainly belonged to
the fifth century.” St. Fortchern was venerated here, and throughout the barony
of Idrone on the 11th of October.

St. Fortchern was among the first disciples of St. Patrick. He was the son of
Feidhlimidh, who was son of Laoghaire, King of Ireland. His mother’s name
was Scothnoe, and he was a native of Britain. The history of St. Fortchern's con-
version is thus given in the Book of Armagh :— But when St. Patrick, with his
holy companions in voyage, had arrived in Ireland, he left St. Lomman at the
mouth of the Boyne to guard the ship forty days and forty nights ; and he remained
another period of forty days in addition to those commanded by Patrick ; then as
commanded by his master, he proceeded, under the guidance of the Lord, against
the stream, as far as the ford of Trim, to the door of the house of Feidhlimidh, son of

haire. And when it was moming, Foithchern, son of Feidhlimidh, found him
reciting the Gospel, and, filled with admiration for the Gospel and its doctrine,
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Idrone, which is now a barony in this county; it is said to
have been founded by St. Fortchearn, who was smith? to
St. Patrick.®

Leighlin® in the barony of Idrone ; it is a bishop’s see, was

cAdct. SS. p. 339, 365. 7v. Th.p. 188. 94Thisis commonly called Old Leighlin.

straightway believed, and a fountain having been opened in that place he was bap-
tized in Christ by Lomman. And he stayed with him until his mother came to seek
him, and she rejoiced at seeing him, for she was a British woman. And she also
believed in like manner, and returned back to her house and told to her husband
all things that had happened unto herself and unto her son. Feidhlimidh
rejoiced at the coming of the cleric, for his wife was of the Britons—that is Scoth-
noe, daughter of the king of the Britons. . . . . . . . .. Lomman remained with
Fortchern at the ford of Trim until Patrick came to them, and built a church with
them, the twenty-second year before the church of Armagh was founded.” (Book
of Armagh, fol. 16.) It is added that Fortchern, in obedience to St. Lomman,
allowed himself on the death of this saint to be consecrated Bishop of Trim, but
that in three days he resigned his charge and set out in search of a life of ter hu-
mility and solitude. The spot chosen by him for his retreat, which sug:;umtly
bore his name, and became one of the chief religious establishments of the kingdom,
was the K7lluchternan, of which we treat. By a corruption of name it is called
« Ecclesia Roscurensis,” in the life of St. Finnian of Clonard. “ To this retreat,
as to a school of sanctity and wisdom,” writes Colgan, * there came many i
for instruction in literature and virtue, who in after times were eminent for their
piety and learning, amongst whom, to the great lustre of this school, St. Fortchern
merited to have as his disciple St. Finnian of Clonard, who was subsequently the
instructor of the greatest saints of Ireland, and the father of three thousand monks.”
(Acta SS., page 365).  St. Fortchern died about the year 500. His festival was
kept at Trim on the 17th of February, and in Idrone on the 11th of October.

g’he arish of Sligrf, in which Killuchtarnan is situated, has also at Sliguff the
ruins of another ancient church, which, with its adjoining burial ground, occupies
a site beautifully elevated over the river Barrow, about two miles south of -
nalstown. In the year 1806, a fine %:)ld clasp of ancient Irish workmanship was
found near the ruins of the church by Mr. Matthew Murﬁhy. It weighed four
ounces, and was sold to the Royal Dublin Society. In Ballinree townland, which
is also in Sliguff parish, there are in a graveyard the ruins of another old church,
which was formerly called Zzampull Molase.

7 In the “Book of Lecan,” and other ancient MSS., is preserved a very interest-
ing poem commemorating all the members of the ho old of St. Patrick, and,
amongst the rest *his three smiths, expert at shaping, Macecht, Laebhan, and
Fortchern” (Annals of F. M., p. 137). The same are mentioned in the “ Vita
Tripartita,” and other early documents connected with the life of our Apostle.
Colgan explains as follows why this humble office was assumed by St. Fort.
chern

“ Fortchernus humilitati, matri virtutum acquirendae sic incubuit, ut regius ju-
. venis parum esse censuerat pro Christiamore mundum sprevissc ac pro spe coelestis
regni consequendi, terreno patrimonio renunciasse, nisi etiam omnia, in quibus vel
dignitatis vel honoris umbra appareret, in sui contemptum declinans, viliora et
abjectiora quaeque officia impiger obiret; tantoque reliquis humilitatis exemplo
praeluceret, quanto, si mansisset in saeculo, honore praecelleret. Unde in fabrili
arte gnaviter se exercuit, adeoque in ea profecit, ut in loco qui Rath-Aidhne
appellatur, campanulas, calices, aliaque sacra vasa et utensilia fabricare consuetus,
S. Patricii faber fuerit appelatus.” (Act SS., p 634.)

8 A monastery was founded at Leighlin, now known as Old Leighlin, at a very
early date. It soon grew into an important city, and gave name to an Episcopal
See. Dr. John Lynch, in his MS. ¢ History of the Irish Bishops,” says that it
was originally called Leighthlannia, which would correspond in meaning with the
Enil”ish name * White-plain:”’ * perinde ac si Latine diceres canam seu candidam
vallem.” The present church probably marks the site of the amcient monastery,
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formerly a town of note and a corporation ; and it still retains
the privilege of sending representatives to parliament.

Priory of Regular Canons; St. Gobban founded a cele-
brated abbey here.

A.D. 616. This year the blessed Moel Patrick, and Mun-
ganus, the blessed anachorite, suffered martyrdom at Leighlin.

630. A famous assembly of the clergy was held in this
abbey, to debate on the proper timé for the celebration of the
feast of Easter. Two years afterwards St. Gobban surren-
dered his abbey to St. Molissa, otherwise called Laserian, who
was the son of Cairel and Blitha, and at one time had 1,500
monks under his jurisdiction. Laserian was consecrated a
bishop by Pope Honorius, and made legate from the Holy
See; he died April 18th, A.D. 638, and was buried in his own
church; St. Gobban died the year following.!

639. Died the abbot Delasse M‘Winge.®

725. Died St. Manchen of Lethglenn.?

767. Died the abbot Frnagh M‘Ehyn.

863. We meet with the death of another abbot of the name
of Manchen X '

876. Died the abbot Dungall.!

916. This year Leighlin was plundered.™

*dct. SS. p. 372. 'Act. SS. p.53. Usher. Annal Inisfal. SM-Geogh. “Act.
SS. 2. 332 ‘M Geogh. *Act. SS., index. 'Act. SS. p. 275. ™7Tr. Th.p. 633.

and, indeed, no spot could have been more happily chosen for purposes of prayer
and solitude. *The Cathedral church of the diocese of Leighlin (we thus read in
the Ordnance Survey papers) stands at the distance of two English miles west of
Leighlinbridge. The site is admirably adapted for a structure dedicated to re-
ligious purposes. A nook is formed by the adjacent hills, and here, quite removed
from any thoroughfare, far away from the busy haunts of men, this relic of an-
tiquity raises its venerable head.’

Between Old Leighlin and Ballyknockan there is a path which has at one side a
place called bojenenn na raranach the bohreen of the English, and at the other
sleann veans the red glen. This last was formerly the name of the whole valle
at the mouth of which the cathedral of Old Leighlin stands. See *“Ann. F. M.,”
A.D. IOI§.

At thesdistanee of about 100 yards west of the Cathedral church, and close by a
stream which rises in the adjoining hills, is the Well of St. Laserian, which is
commonly called S7. Molaskog’s Well, which name isidentical with Laserian. The
Patron used to be kept on the 18th of April, the feast of St. Laserian, but has
ceased since 1812, when, in consequence of some riotous proceedings, it was pro-
hibited by the Rev. William Cullen, the parish priest of Leighlin. Two very old ash
trees, and a white-thorn, which formerly overshadowed the well, were cut down
about 1823, by the late Captain Vigors, of Erindale. About ten yards from the
well stands a rude stone cross five feet in height.

St. Gobban was the founder of the monastery of Leighlin. There are several
saints of that name in the Irish Calendars, but Colgan judged that most Probably
our saint was the “ St. Gobban of Kill-Lamraidhe, in the west of Ossory,” who is
honoured on the 6th of December: * Hunc Gobanum existimo fuisse illum
celebrem mille monachorum patrem qui postea Ecclesian de Kill-Lamhraighe rexit”
(Acta SS. p. 750). The “ ISIartyrology of Donegal” styles him “ Gobban Fionne,
of Kill-Lamhraidhe, in Ui-Cathrenn, in the west of Ossory. . . A thousand
monks was the number of his convent, and it is at Clonenagh his relics are preserved.
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933. Died Moylmartin O’Skellan, the divinity lecturer of
this abbey.®

978. Leighlin was plundered by the people of Ossory.°

982. It was again plundered.P

1060. Leighlin was this year totally destroyed by fire.d

M Geogh. °Annal. Inisfal. ®Ty. Th. p. 633. 97d.
He was of the race of Eoghan Mor, son of Oilioll Olum” (p. 327). St. Laserian
having visited the monastery about the year 600, St. Gobban, struck with his
many virtues, placed it entirely under his charge, and went himself to found
another religious house at Kill-Lamhraige, in a western district of Ossory. For the
Life of St. Laserian we refer our readers to an interesting series of papersin
¢“The Carlow College Magazine,” for 1869. He had no less than fifteen hundred
monks subject to his rule in Leighlin, and, by the practice of virtue and their
penitential lives, they diffused the fragrance of Paradise throughout the whole island.

St. Laserian, who is also known as St. Molaishe, was the first Bishop of the See.
In Rome he received his religious training, and was promoted to the Holy Orders
of Deacon and Priest at the hands of St. Gregory the Great. When the Synod of
Maghlene, in the King’s County, was convened in 630, to deliberate on the
Paschal controversy, St. Laserian defended the Roman computation with energy
and success. He subsequently proceeded to Rome as one of the delegates from that
Synod, and during his stay in the holy city was consecrated Bishop by Pope

onorius I. When returning to Ireland he was appointed Legate, or Special
Representative of the Holy See. He celebrated anotgzr Synod in his own Epis-
copal city (which is generally known as the Synod in campo albo) in 634, and
thenceforth the Roman cycle and celebration of {Inaster were received throughout
all Leinster and Munster. St. Cummian, in his famous letter on the Paschal
controversy, written in 633, relates that the deputies from the Synod of Maghlene
brought back with them from Rome several relics of the early martyrs, and that
several miracles were wrought in Ireland through them. St. Laserian died in the
year 639; and his festival is kept on the 18th of April, at which day St. Zngus
thus commemorates him:

‘¢ We count the festival of the Seven
Noble protecting Deacons,
With Laserian of ing virtues,
Abbot of bright-shining Leithglinn.”

The See of Leighlin had the privilege of being empurpled with the blood of
martyrs in the year 916, when, as our annalists record, the blessed Moel-Patrick,
who was a priest and anchorite, and the blessed Mongan, another anchorite, with
their companions, suffered death for the faith. Archdall, led astray by a mis-
print in Colgan’s work, places this event in the year 616. See, however,
O’Donovan'’s notes to the * Four Masters,” p. §592.

The history of the See of Leighlin during the middle ages till the sad era of the so-
called Reformation, may be seen in the Jrish Ecclesiastical Record, vol. ii., p. 544. The
* Annals” of Dowling, published by I.A.S., in 1849, also gives much information
regarding this See. Dowling received from Elizabeth the Chancellorship of
Lelﬁhhn ; nevertheless, he does not hesitate to describe the first Protestant
Bishop, Dr. Travers, as *“cruel, covetous, and vexing his cletFy.” The Royal
Visitation of 1615 gives further particulars. We have taken the following passages
from its reports: ‘* Thomas Ram holds with the Bishoprick of Leighlin, which is
valued at £40 per annum ; the Bishoprick of Ferns, valued at 200 marks Jxr
annum ; the Deanery of Ferns, value £60 per annum ; the Precentorate of Cathedral
Church of the Holy Trinity in Dublin,value £18 per annum ; and the Rectory of the
Blessed Virgin Mary in the town of Wexford, value £40 per annum. e
Econome of the Cathedral of St. Laserian should have £60 per annum, but the
late bishop Meredith obtained from the Dean and Chapter a grant (demissionem)
of itin favour of his son for sixfy-one years, reserving only an annual rent of £4 12s.”
Tt is added that the Deanery was worth £30 per annum, but had in like manner
been farmed out by the late incumbent, with permission from the Bishop and
Chapter, for £10 per annum.

Leighlin, as stated by Archdall, had the privilege of sending two members to the
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St. Stephen’s Priory was founded, or more probably en-
dowed, by Burchard,® a Norwegian captain ; he was the son of
Gurmund ; he was buried in the choir of the cathedral, under
a marble monument, whereon was his effigies, with the follow-
ing inscription :

Hic jacet humatus, dux fundator Lenia
En Gormondi Burchardus, vir gratus ecclesiz.

Felix was prior, but we cannot find the particular time ;*
Philip was prior after him in the year 1304 ;* and the next
year John was prior.t

This priory, being situated in a depopulated and wasted
country, and the prior having given refuge and succour to his
Majesty’s good subjects in this neighbourhood, and intending
to pursue that laudable practice, the King, Edward III,, there-
fore granted them a concordatum on the 1st of May, 1372.%

-We cannot say to what order this priory did originally
belong. It was dissolved in the year 1432, by the autho-
rity of Pope Eugene IV, and the lands thereunto belonging
were annexed to the deanery of Leighlin, at the request of
Nicholas Cloal, the dean.*

Leighlin-bridge® About the end of the reign of King

*King, p. 138. *ld. *IZd. “Rot. canc. Harris vol. 3. ™ Thady Dowling's
Annals. War. Mon. .

Irish Parliament ; this continued till the Union, when it was disfranchised, a sum
of £15,000 being granted to the borough in compensation. This large amount
was all handed over to the Board of First Fruits, to be applied in promoting the
residence of the Protestant clergy.

9 It is generally supposed that this inscription, which is given by Dowling, was
either an invention of later times or was misinterpreted in its reference to
Gurmundus. See the “ Conquest of Ireland,” 1. 3116. At all events, it was a
Norman Knight, named Gilbert de Borard, who founded, in the reign of King
John, the Receptory for Knights Templars at Killarge, and the similarity of his
name with that of Burckard might have given rise to the confusion which is sup-
posed to existin the text.

19 That part of the town of Leighlin-bridge which is situated on the east bank
of the Barrow, is in the old parish of Agha ; the remainder is in the parish of Wells.
This latter parish seems to have derived its name from the number of holy wells
with which it abounded in former times. These, however, have now wholly
disappeared. The name of Phkilibean’s Well, near the ruins of the ancient church,
is the only one which points to this primitive feature of the parish.

In the additions to Gough’s Camden it is merely said of Leighlin-bridge :
¢ Here are the remains of a castle, built by the Lacies, and an abbey. This place
was destroyed by the Irish in 1577.”

The town is situated on the banks of the Barrow, in the centre of the rich valley
of Idrone. The following is the description of this valley sent to Sir Peter Carew
by his agent, Hooker, in the beginning of Elizabeth’s reign: ** The soil and country
of that barony are very large and great, and in all Europe there is not a more
pleasant, sweet, or fruitful land; the same being replete with all things neces-
sary for man in any respect, serving for pleasure or need, for hunting the stag, the
hare, the fox, the wolf, for your pleasure at will ; for hawking with all kinds of
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Henry III. a monastery was founded for Carmelites, or White
Friars, by one of the Carews, near to the Black-castle, on the
east bank of the River Barrow ; it was dedicated to the Virgin
Mary.*

*War. Mon.

hawks, at partridge, rail, pheasant, crane, byttern, and a number of other fowl, as
much as can be wished and desired. For fishing, there is as much as any fresh
water can give; the seas are somewhat distant from this country of Idrone, but yet
on the one side a goodly river, called the Barrow, floweth through the whole
country, and this so serves the country that upon it they convey all their com-
modities and merchandize from the sea or from Waterford, even to the house of
Leighlin, which house stands full upon the same river”’ (Life and Times of Sir P.
Carew, p. 199). The Black Castle, on the east bank of the Barrow, at the foot of
the bridge, was erected by Hugh de Lacy about the year 1181, and was one of the
earliest and stronfest defences of the Norman settlers. Towards the close of the
reign of Henry III. a Carmelite monastery was founded a little below the castle,
on the same bank of the Barrow, by a member of the Carew family, and was
dedicated to the Blessed Virgin. In 1408, Gerald, fifth Earl of Kildare, built
another fortress, which he called the White Castle. The monastery was suppressed
during Henry the Eighth's reign. In 1546 the Deputy, Sir Edward Bellingham,
built a strong wall around the monastery and occupied it as a military station :
from that day this transformed monastery became the centre of all the military
operations of Leinster, and the goodly Barrow, as it flowed beneath its walls,
reflected nought but match-locks and iron skull-caps. It was especially so during
the short time that Sir Peter Carew enjoyed the possession of Idrone in the early
part of Elizabeth’s reign. 'When, however, this unscrupulous adventurer closed his
troubled life, his son was unable to defend his inheritance. Murrough, the son of
Maurice Kavanagh, was in 1557 invited to dine with the Captain who com-
manded at Leighlin, but after dinner was treacherously seized and murdered. The
same fate befel the chief of the O’More’s. The death of this latter chieftain is
thus chronicled in the “ Four Masters” (ad. an. 1556): *‘ O’More was taken by the
English and put to death by them at Leighlin. It was grievous to the Irish that
their free-born noble chieftains should be overtaken by such an evil destiny, but
they could not afford them any assistance.” The time of revenge now came. In
1577 the fortress of Leighlin was taken by Rory Oge O’More, and the town was
destroyed by fire. Dowling, in his “ Annals,” also records how, in 1580, there
was a great slaughter of the English committed by the O’Keatings, at Leighlin;
whilst in the same year Sir Peter Carew, the younger, with Captain Cosby and
“many other gentlemen of estimation,” were slain at Glenmalure by Feagh Mac
Hugh, who subsequently, at the instigation of young Maurice Kavanagh, of Gar-
rowchill, burned ten townlands in Idrone, and carried off as prisoners Master
Wood, who was one of the Protestant Chapter, and Roger Hooker, Dean of
Leighlin. During the Cromwellian era the castle of Leighlin was still considered
a place of importance, and we find it surrendering to Ireton’s army on his march
towards Carlow, in 1649. Even its ruins at the present day prove it to have been
of considerable strength. A considerable portion of Bellingham'’s wall, five feet
thick, still remains, enclosing more than an acre of ground. At the south-eastern
corner of the enclosure there is a circular flanking tower, nearly perfect; whilst the
Black Castle, which still stands completely capped with ivy, the fragments of
stone mullions, and Gothic columns and ogee mouldings that are scattered around,
sufficiently attest its former magnificence.

Adjoining Leighlin is the parish of Tullowcreen (i. e. Zwlagh-crion, or “the
parched hill,”) now Craan, where are the traces of the old church of Tomard, said
to have been built by St. Brigid. It now bears the name of this saint, and at a
short distance is St. Brigid’s Holy Well.

About a quarter of a mile to the south of Leighlin-bridge, on the left bank of the
Barrow, is Ballyknockan, which has been identified by O’Donovan and the
Ordnance Survey with the celebrated Dinrigh of our ancient Annals. It is exactly
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A.D. 1315, Adam was prior.y

1320. The bridge of Leighlin was built by Maurice Jakis,
a canon of the cathedral of Kildare, who also built the bridge
of Kilcullen.® .

1371. King Edward IIL, on the 3rd of December, granted
to the prior the sum of ten marks yearly, for the repairing
and rebuilding their house ;* this grant was renewed to them
six years afterwards.

1375. Alan was prior.

1378. King Richard II, in consideration of the great labour,
burden, and expence which the priors of this monastery have,
and do sustain, in supporting their house, and the bridge con-
tiguous thereto, against the King’s enemies, he did, on the
13th March, grant to the priors thereof an annual pension of
20 marcs out of the rents of the town of Newcastle of
Lyons ; this grant was again confirmed by the King, February
the 20th, 1394. King Henry IV. did also confirm the said
grant in the first year of his reign, and the succeeding King
Henry in his first year did further confirm the same, and
ordered that all the arrears then due should be discharged.t

By mistake, this monastery has been given to the Fran-
ciscan, or Gray Friars, but it certainly did belong to the Car-
melites, or White Friars.®

On the suppression of religious houses this monastery was
converted into a fort, wherein a regular garrison was kept.!

William was the last prior, and by an inquisition taken on
the Friday next after the feast of the conception of the
Blessed Virgin, 34th King Henry VIII, the said William was
found seized of a church and belfery, dormitory, hall, two

YKing, p. 138. *Ware's Ann. “Harris Col.v. 3.  King, p. 249. °*Id. 4Id.
*War. Mon. *Hooker's Noteson Gir. Cambr. Conguest of Ireland, liber 2, ch. 23.

two miles due east of Old Leighlin, of which it commands a clear view. The
river formerly ran at its very base, and it was to the right of the road (which
crossed the Barrow at Leighlin-bridge) leading from Old Leighlin to Carlow. All
this fully corresponds with the data laid down in early records regarding Dinnrigh.
‘The palace of the first monarchs of Ireland was situated here. (See the * Book of

ights,” p. 15, 16). Its destruction is said to have taken place some centuries

ore the Christian era. The following account of this place is from O’Flaherty’s
* Ogygia,” vol. ii, p. 16: * The Beigi were the first who instituted a kingly
government in Ireland, the five brothers having entered into a compact to reign
alternately. Slaniy was proclaimed the first monarch of Ireland. At the expira-
tion of one year he was interred at Dumhaslaigne, in Leinster, now Denrigia, on
the banks of the Barrow, between Carlow and Leighlin (i.e., O’Leighlin).” He
adds (Ibid, p. 137): that Laurud the dson of King Laogar Lore, being
banished into Gaul, “ in a few years after brought a great number of strangers in a
large fleet (for which reason he got the epithet nava/) into the harbour of Wezx-
ford. Afterwards he rushed into the palace of Cobthach, at Dinrigia, near the
River Barrow, and put the king, with tgirty of the nobility, to the sword, and laid
the entire palace in ashes.” See also on this very ancient site the “ Fragments of
Irish Annals,” published by O’Donovan, for I.A.S., in 1860, p. 38.
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chambers and a kitchen, with a cemetery and a garden con-

taining one acre ; also twenty-four acres of pasture, and an
eel-wier in Leighlin, annual value, besides reprises, 46s. 84.
An inquisition, 3rd King Edward VI, finds, that the prior was
also seized of four acres of arable land near Clowe’s orchard,
in this county, annual value, besides reprises, 16d.—(Ctkief

Remembrancer).
St. Mullin's ! a small village on the river Barrow, which

gives name to the barony.

St. Moling, who was born in Hy Kensellach, founded an
abbey here ; he was made Bishop of Ferns in the year 632,
and died on the 17th of June in 697 ; he was buried in his

own monastery.?
This abbey was plundered A.D. 951, and was destroyed by

fire in 17381
The regular canons following the rule of St. Augustin,

SWas called anciently Afhataim'd, and afterwards Teghmoling. “Act. SS. p.
223 War. wl. 1. p. 437. '7r. Th. p. 634.

11 This town was formerly called Teach-Moling, but in much earlier times was
known as Achadk Cainidh. The present remains of St. Moling’s Monastery there,
consist of four ruined churches or houses, with the pedestal and two fragments of
a stone cross. A small stream running into the Barrow is still called St. Moling’s
stream. There is also St. Moling’s Well. 18th June is St. Moling’s feast day,
and was observed here as the patron day. Another patron day observed here,
was 25th July, St. James's feast, ‘‘ who is popularly believed to have built the first
religious house here.” (Ordnance Survey.)

e following passage from St. Molyng’s Ancient Life, preserved in the Ziber
Kilkenniensis, at Marsh's Libmr{, refers to the foundation of this monastery:
St. Molyng being instructed in the Holy Scriptures, and being promoted to the
Episcopal grade, *taking with him a few disciples, proceeded to a place which
was formerly called Ackad Cainnyd, but is now called Z«k-Molyng, which
place is in the western district of the country of the Hy-Kinnselagh, on the banks
of the Barrow, over against the country of Ossory, and he to lead there a
holylife. And he built his Monastery between the aforesaid river Barrow and
a small rivulet, on an elevated spot. And he constructed for himself alone a
small cell apart, lower down on the bank of the river, in which he devoted himself
wholly to prayer, but one of the religious was wont to come to him at certain
hours, and at intervals the man of God visited the brethren. And in this place
there is now a splendid city in honour of the most holy Molyng, which from his
small cell is called Teach-Molyng, s.e. the House of St. Molyng.” One miracle
from the same life will suffice to E'lve some idca of the piety of this holy man.
‘When he had obtained from the King of the Hy-Niall that the Borumha tribute
should be remitted, and was returning to his cell, it is added * the King in
anger sent the army in pursuit of Molyng to slay him and his people, the OIK
Senior Molyng knowing this, bade his own people to Eroceed on their way wit|
greater speed, and praying to the Lord. And he himself began a sacred poem in
the Irish language, in which he named many saints, praying to them and singing
their praises, commencing with virginity, and ending in like manner with a virgin,
that is, first mentioning the most blessed Virgin Bridgid, and at the end celebrating
Mary the Mother of God. And when the saint had finished his canticle, he and his

le were almost overtaken by his pursuers. Whilst now the companions of
K{egf;mg were almost in despair of escaping in safety, but he himself was confiding
in Christ, a bright cloud, sent by God from heaven descended between the saint
and his pursuers, so that they could no longer see or pursue the saint of God.”
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obtained a settlement here, the ruins of which yet remain; it
was the burial place of the Cavenaghs, Kings of Leinster, and
still continues the place of interment of the descendants of
that family.

Tullagh;“'* a village in the barony of Ravilly, on the
river Slaney.

In the 6th year of the reign of King Edward II., Simon
Lumbard and Hugh Tallon granted to the Eremites following

X Called anciently Tullofelm.

13 Tullow was anciently called Tullo helim, Zwlac ua bk-Feidhlimidh,i.e,  The
Hill or Mound of the y-Feidhlimigg," and probably took its name from the
rocky hill in the immediate vicinity of the town, now called 7wl/low Hill, Near
Tullow we still find a townland and burial place called Templeowen, i.e.,
St. Fokn's Church, where it is probable the Monastery of St. John was situated.
No part of the walls of the Augustinian Abbey now remain, but in the graveyard
a rude stone cross is lying prostrate on the ground. In the addition to Gough’s
Camden, it is said regarding Tullow, that ““at the foot of the bridge of six arches
are the ruins of a house of Austin Eremites, founded temp. Edward IL”
There is in Tullow a holy well called Our Lady’s Well ; the patron used to be
held on the 8th September. In the adjoining Tankardstown townland are the
ruins of an old church called Templemoneen—Teampull a Moinen.

The most remarkable religious site however in the neighbourhood of Tullow is
Clonmore, formerly known as Clonmore-Maedhog. There now remain but few
traces of this once famous Monastery. Zuébber Mogue, or St. Maedhoc’s Well,
is at a short distance from the modern church, and by the side of the well is the
shaft of a very old granite cross. The burial ground is separated from the modern
church by the road, and is one of the most ancient in Ireland. It was once
marked by a venerable cross, the stone socket of which, and many fragments, still
remain, and it is the tradition that this cross was destroyed by the Cromwellian
soldiers in 1650. Archdall speaks of Clonmore Monastery as belonging to the
County Wexford. The Clonmore of Wexford however was known to our early
writers as Clonmore-Dukolla-Gairbich, whilst the Clonmore of which we speak,
situated in the barony of Rathvilly, was called Clonmore Maedhog. The St.
Maedoc who founded the former Monastery, was Patron of Ferns, and his feast is
kept on the 4th of January; but the saint of the same name who founded
Clonmore-Maedhog was honoured on the 11th of April. It was whilst the latter St.
Maidoc ruled this monastery, that St. Onchuo, known in our Annals by the epithet
“‘the son of the poet,” visited Clonmore-Maedhog, on the pilgrimage which he had
undertaken to collect the relics of all the saints qf Irzland. St. Maidoc prophet-
ically announced to him that all the relics which he had collected should, together
with his own rémains, enrich that monastery. Colgan adds that the prophecg was not
without effect, for that most precious treasure of the relics of the saints of Ireland,
placed in a rich shrine, was afterwards deposited in the Cemetery of Clonmore,
which thence was called the Angelic Cemetery, and in the same place were interred
the remains of St. Onchuo, and of St. Finan, the leper, together with the body of
St. Maidoc. Acta SS. at 8th February. As St. Onchuo flourished about the
middle of the 6th century, and our St. Maidoc was the contemporary of Aedh, son
of Ainmere, Monarch of Ireland, who flourished about the year 568, we may
safely conclude that this monastery was enriched with its spiritual treasure.
Before the close of the 6th century, Colgan thes a passage from the Invocation
of Saints, in the old Book of Clonenagk, as follows :—*‘I invoke to my aid the ten
thousand one hundred and twenty-nine priests who rest at Clonmore, with St.
Maedhog, and the son of the poet.” (/5. page 272.) This evidently refers to the
number of saints whose relics had been deposited in the Cemetery of St. Maedhog.
A metrical tract which bears the name of St. Moling give§ some further details
regarding the spot where these precious remains were deposited. **Venerable are
the two whose bodies rest near the cross on the south side ; St. Onchuo, who

F
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the rule of St. Augustin an house and three acres of land in
the village of St. John, near Tullagh.!

John de Kell was prior in 1331, when King Edward III
confirmed the grant that was made by Lumbard and Tallon.®

On the 13th of December, 1557, Queen Elizabeth granted
this monastery to Thomas Earl of Ormond.®

Inquisition taken on the Friday next after the feast of the
conception of the Virgin Mary, 34th King Henry VIIL
finds, the possessions of this friary as follows, viz.,, a church
and belfrey, dormitory, hall, three chambers, a kitchen, &c.,
forty-four acres of arable land of the small measure in
Tullaghfellim, and sixty acres of arable in Malardiston, all
in this county, annual value, besides reprises, 26s. 84.

COUNTY OF CAVAN.

Ballylinck; there was an hospital here, but neither history
nor tradition inform us who.was the person that founded it,
nor what were the endowments bestowed upon it: it under-
went the fate of dissolution, though chargeable with no crime
but that of being endowed. Even in the present age, when
religious prejudices are no more, the plundering of so inoffen-
sive a charity would be universally murmured at; a lease of
it, for the term of 21 years, was granted by King James to
Sir Edward Moore, ancestor to the Earl of Drogheda, at the

' King, p. 423. ©1d. *® Lodg, vol. 2, p. 23.

cherished no affection for this transitory world, and St. Finan, the leper, earnest in
the performance of good works. The son of the poet (se. Onchuo) was a man
powerful in words, a great and unconquerable poet ; where the tree falls thence
should not its leaves or‘branches be carried away.” (Colgan loc. cit. p. 277.) St.
Onchuo belonged to another monastery, but happening to die at Clonmore, it was
meet that monastery should be enriched with the treasure of his remains ; the
pedestal of the cross, which still may be seen in the cemetery, probably marks the
spot where the venerable relics were deposited. The scholiast on the poem just
quoted adds—** The members or bones of Finan, the leper, and of Onchuo lie
together in Clonmore.” St. Aengus in his Felire, at the 8th February, styles
St. Onchuo ‘‘the t’s son, whose discourse was always on Christ;” and the
scholiast again adds—*¢this is Onchuo, the poet, a native of Connaught. who
composed elegant and devout poems in every metre, but always treating of the
divine praises.”” In the Martyrology of Tallaght, on the same day we find *the
poet’s son, who gathered together the relics of the saints.” In the Calendar of
Cashel he is called “ The Holy Onchuo. the illustrious poet from Connaught,
whose remains repose in Clonmore, in Leinster,” and Marianus O’Gorman in his
Martyrology, thus commemorates him, * Onchuo, the son of the poet sprung from
Connaught ; it was he who collected very numerous relics (plurimas reliquias) of
the saints of Ireland, at Clonmore, the Monastery of St. Moedhog.”
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yearly rent of three-pence; a reversion of the same, together
with the hospitals of Dromlomman and Mounterconaght, with
other lands, was granted to him for 60 years, from the 23rd
of April, 1605.°

Cavan! is a market town and borough, sending members to
parliament, and gives name to the barony and county.

Monastery of the Virgin Mary; was founded in the year
1300, by Giolla-Jiosa-Ruadh, (7.e. the servant of Christ) O'Reilly,
dynast of Breffiny,P for friars of the order of St. Dominick ;2 but
the same sept of the O'Reillys, about the year 1393, expelled
the Dominicans, and gave the house to the conventual Fran-
ciscans.” 1468, This monastery, together with Bally-Reilly,
O'Reilly’s mansion seat, was burnt by the English under the
Lord Dep. John Tiptoft, Earl of Worcester.™ The friars of
the strict observance had reformed this monastery before the
year 1499 ; and provincial chapters of the order were held
here in the years 1521, 1539, and 1556.*

John, son of Cahal O'Reilly, reformed this friary in 1502.%

Owen O'Neile, the famous general of the Irish army, dying
by poison, as some suppose, at Cloughoughter in this county,
November the 16th, 1649, was buried in this abbey ;¥ of which
there are not now the least remains.

Domnachmore 2 The festival of St. Erc of Domnachmore,
in Maglughat,* is celebrated on the 27th of October.** This
place is totally unknown.

°Lodge, vol. 1., p.316. PThe ancient name of the County of Cavan. War. mon.
War. MSS., vol. 34. Harris tabl. *Burke, p. 281. “Aunal. Four Masters.
*War. MSS. vol. 34. . */d. “Annal Four Masters. “Carte, vol. 2., p. 83. *A ter-
ritory in this county. **Vard, p. 159.

1 The town of Cavan is situated in the ancient parish of Urney,and from a period
of remote antiquity was the seat of the O'Reillys. The name I’rney points to
some great sanctuary which was frequented here, and the Franciscan Convent
which was known by the name AZa-due, probably occupied the site of the ancient
sanctuary. It is from this town that the county Cavan derives its name. In an-
cient times, as appears from Ptolemy, this district was occupied by the Erdini,
in Irish, Zrnaighe ; and the river Erne, as also the lake Erne still retains the
memory of this early pecﬁ)le. The present county of Cavan was subsequentl
known as East or Upper Breffny, and sometimes, too. from the name of its chief-
tains, was called Breffny-O'Reilly. In Latin it was generally styled Zriburna,
i. e. **Tir Briuin”, the land of the descendants of Bryan, King of Connaught,
It holds a prominent place in the various wars of Ireland, and on account of its
many natural fastnesses was one of the last districts of Ireland to lose the inde-
peng;noe of its native possessors. At the time of the suppression of the reli-
gious houses, eight abbeys and priories were returned from this county. Scarcely
a trace of their ruins can now be seen, and in some instances it is only conjecture
that points to their former sites.

8 Domnackhmore—In the martyrology of Donegal, on the 27th of October, we
find the entry: * Earc, Bishop of Domhnach—Mor Maighe-Luadhat, in the
north of Ui-Faelain. This may be Earc, bishop, son of Fergna, son of Folachta,
who is of the race of Braesal Breac, from whom the O’Traighi are descended.”
In the Martyrology of St. Aengus he is called ** Erc of Domhnack-mor Mainech,”
and the gloss adds: “#, e in Magh Luadhat in the north of Uibh Faelan,”
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Dromlomman—There was an hospital here, of which King
James made a lease to Sir Edward Moore, at the rent of
2s. 645 See Ballylynch.

Drumlane, or Drumlakan® in the barony of Belturbet.
There was here a celebrated monastery, which was dedicated
to the Virgin Mary. It was founded before the year 550, in
which year St. Maidoc was born ;* to whom some have erro-
neously given this foundation.

Dubensius Hua Forchelluigh was abbot here, and died in
the year 1025.*

In the 13th of Queen Elizabeth, this monastery was granted
to Hugh O'Reilly of the Brenie, and head of his sept, for the
term of 21 years, at the rent of £8 14s. 84. Irish ; by an inqui-
sition taken in the 27th year of that Queen, Hugh appeared
to be in arrear eleven years and an half.®

YLodge, vol. 1., p. 316. *Act. SS. p. 216, 222, 223. *d. p. 216. °King, p. 203.

3 Drumlane gives name to a parish in the north of the county of Cavan, for-
merly the head of a rural deanery and still remarkable for the ruins of its an-
cient church and round tower. St. Aidan, s. ¢: Moedoc of Ferns, is its patron,
but his life speaks of the monastery of Drumlane as existing there before his
birth (Colgan, Acta SS., p. 208). e O'Farrellys were the heredi Combharbs
or successors of St. Mogue in this monastery and Erenacks of D e till the
suppression of religious houses in Henry the Eighth's reign. The following
entries from our annals give all that is known regarding this monastery :

In 1025 Duibhinsi Faircheallaigh, 45b0¢ of Drumlane, died, and another mem-
ber of the same family; Conaing O’Fearch igh Airckinneack of Drumlane, and
Comharb of St. Maedoc, died in 1059.

In the year of Christ 1261, a great depredation was committed by Hugh O’Conor
in Breffny, and he advanced to Drui where a part of his army was defeated
and many were slain.

01(1:1 1314 the O’Reilly’s were defeated at Drumlahan by Rory, the son of Cathal

*Conor.

Inx 3643 {:hn MacDuibhne, Archdeacon of Drumlahan died.

In13 urray O’Farrelly, ComAarb of St. Maedoc and Archdeacon of Breffny,
died after a victory over the world and the Devil.

In 1391 Tiernan O’Rorke, with a small body of troops, repaired to Drumlahan
to meet O'Reilly, and gained avictory there at Belagh-na-Chrionaigh, i. e. *‘ the road
of the withered trees.’

In 1407 John, the son of Teige O’Rorke, heir to the lordship of Breffny, died in
Moyling and was interred in Drumlane.

In 1418 Richard, the son of ThomasO'Reilly, Lord of East Breffny, was drowned
in Lough Sheelin, and with him were also drowned his son, Owen Reilly and Philip
Mac Gilla-Isa, Deacon of Drumlane and Vicar of Eanachgarbh, and many other
distinguished persons.

In 1484 John O’Farrelly, a canon of the family (/. &. monastery) of Drumlane,
and Bryan O’Farrelly, a priest who had commenced building an anchorite’s cell
at the great church of Drumlane, died.

In 1490 the Canon MacTiernan of Drumlane died.

In 1512 Hugh O’Mael-Mocherige, Comharb of Drumlane, was drowned. This
name Mockerige is translated by O’Donovan ¢ Chief of the early rising” ; it is now
represented by O’Mulmogherry, and in some places has been changed into its
English equivalent of ¢ Early.” For a drawing and many particulars connected
with the Round Tower and old Church of Drumlane, see Ulster Journal of Archaol.,
vol. §., pag. 116, seqq.



County of Cavan. 69

The church yard of this priory has been for many years a
famous burial place, and there is a round tower remaining in it.

Killachad. An abbey was founded here for canons regular
by St. Tigernach, a different person from the St. Tigernach
of Clunes.d

A. D. 800. This monastery was destroyed by fire.®

805. St. Tigernach, the founder, died November 4th.t

St. Macerco of Killachad, his feast is celebrated on the 28th
of November, but we cannot find the time when he flourished.¢

826. Died the abbot Abner.l

843. The Danes of Dublin plundered this abbey, at which
time Nuad, the son of Segene, one of the religious belonging
to it, obtained the crown of martyrdom.!

844. Died Robhertach, or Robert, a scribe of this abbey.k

869. Died Dubthachus, another scribe.!

873. Died Robhertach O’Kearta, who was also a scribe.™

919. Died the abbot Cellach, the son of Congal.®

937. The Abbey was plundered this year,°and in two years
after it suffered the same from Ceallachan, King of Cashel,
accompanied by the Danes of Waterford.P

1030. Died Malodharius, the blind, the professor of divinity
in this monastery.9

After the departure of King Henry II. from this kingdom, the
English plundered this abbey and many other religious houses.”

Kilmore! in the 6th century, St. Columb founded the

d4ct. SS. p. 796. *Tr. Th. index. 'Act. SS. p.796. $Vard. Vita Rumold:,
bAnnal. Ulton. 3Act. SS.$.373. Tr. Th. p. 633. *Act. SS. p. 334. 14ct. SS. p. 334.
m/d. vJd. °Tr. Th. p. 633. PAnn. Inisfal. Tr. Th. p. 633. *Annal. Inisfal.

4 Kilmore. The feast of St. Fedlimidh the patron of the see of Kilmore is
celebrated on the gth of August. Lynch in his MS. History of the Irish Bisho,
thus speaks of this Saint : “S. Fedhlimidus saeculo sexto Kilmorae floruit frater gs.
Dermicii Innis-clochranensis Abbatis : eum conjicio in Regesto Clochorensi Clu-
ainensem Episcopum dici, Cluainae nimirum illius ad Emilacum sitae_quam nos
Cluneis (Clones { dicimus ubi Fedhlimidus cum S. Tigernacho primo illius sedis-
Episcopo sepultus esse traditur. Ejus obitum ad 9. Augusti Martyrologia
nostra referunt.” (fol. 191.) In the Martyrology of Donegal on the gth
of August we find the heading in Latin, * Novemdecem Sancti Kilmorenses,
guae Cathedralis Sedes est, uno die coluntur,” and amongst these saints is re-
gistered ** Feidhlimidh of A7ll-mor Dithruibh: Deidi, daughter of Trena, son
of Dubhthach hua Lughair, was his mother.” All this seems to make it
sufficiently clear that the church which gave name to the see of Kilmore was
known in early times as K#/more Dithruibh. Dr. Reeves, indeed, in a note to the
Martyrology of Donegal, at 8th of August, says that it is “‘a serious blunder” to identify
Killmor-dithruibh with Kilmore in the County Cavan, and he refers to his notes on
Adamnan, page 99, for the proofs of his assertion. All these proofs however are
reduced to a mere conjecture of O'Donovan in Annals of . M. page 328.  Such
conjecture when unsupported by any evidence can have no weight against the
statement of our Martyrologies, and against the constant tradition of the see itself,
which venerates its patron on the gth of August. Colgan also in his note 108 to
the Life of St. Columbkille expressly states that “Aill-mor Dithruibk est sedes
Episcopalis in regione Breffniae, seu comitatu de Cavan.” ('77. 7%. page 381.)

The word DutAruibk is supposed to mean a wilderness or solitude, and this
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abbey of Cella magna deathreib; we hear no more of it as an
abbey ; it is now a bishop’s see in the barony of Loughtee.®

Lough Oughter, in the barony of Loughtee.

About the festival of Christmas, in the year 1237, or in
1249, Claros M‘Moylin O’Moillchonry, archdeacon of Elphin,
brought the white canons of the order of Premonstre from
Trinity Island in Lough Kee, in the county of Roscommon,
to Lough Oughter in the Brenie, Cathall O'Reilly making
a grant of the ground ;* the abbey was dedicated to the

Holy Trinity.5
*7r. Th.p. 381. ‘Aunal. Four Masters. “M‘Geog.

epithet was added to Kilmore to distinguish it from another church of the same name,
which from its position on the river Shannon was called Xi/more-na-Sinna * Kilmore
of the Shannon.” The monastery of A7/more-Dithruibkh was one of those founded by
St. Columbkille before his mission to Scotland, and mention is made by Adamnan of
a miraculous manifestation which was there made to him (lib. i., cap. §0. Reeves’s
‘‘ Adamnan,” page 99.) In the life of St, Munna it is also related that St, Columb-
kille presided over that monastery, and St. Munna lived for some time there as one
of his disciples : * Venit B, Munna ad scholam S, Columbae, qui tunc erat magister
in loco qui dicitur Scotice Ceallmor Dithraimh, id est, Cella magna remota, et ibi
S. Munna legit apud virum sapientem Columbam . . . Et mansit ibi B. Munna
ad tempus cum S. Columba vivens satis religiose.” (Colgan * Tr,'Th. page 469.)
Among the nineteen saints mentioned in the Martyrology of Donegal on the gta of
August we find the * Four sons of Dioman of Kil-mor-Dithruith.” The “ Annals
of Ulster” (ad an. 734) and the *‘ Four Masters” (ad an. 730) record the death of
St. Flann, son of Conaing, 4bbof of Kilmore-Ditibk. The death of Crunnmael, Bishop
and Abbot of Cill-mor-Eimhire, is 1egistered in the year 765, and again at 8o7
(recte 812) we find the death of Flaithbheartach, Aébot of Cilimor-Emkir. In 872 it
is also stated that Cil/-mor-maighe- Emhir was plundered by the Danes. (F. M. ad
an. 827). O'Donovan conjectures that this was Kilmore near Armagh, but Lynch
in his MS. History expressly identifies Kilmore-Emhir with Kilmore of the County
Cavan : “ Kilmoria (he thus writes) quondam A#moria Emeri dicta in Comitatus
Cavanensis regione quae Brefnia orientalis dicitur, sita est.” (fol. 191.) Lynch also
commemorates a second Bishop Fedhlimidh who held this see and died in the
year 841. The other Bishops of Kilmore mentioned by our Annalists are, Hugh
O’Finn who died at Inish-Cloghran, an island of Lough Ree, in 1136, Murchertach
O'Maelmocherge who died in 1149, and Tuathial O’Conaictaig, who was present at
the synod of lg:lls in 1152, and died, according to the * Four Masters,” in 1179,
Florence or Flann O’Conaictaig, who died in 1231, was the first Bishlog of this see
known to Ware. For the subsequent History of the Diocese of Kilmore, see
drish Ecclesiastical Record, vol. 2, page 485.

5The Abbey gave name to an island of Lough Oughter in which it was sit-
uated, and whig is still called ‘‘ Trinity Island.” The ruins of the Abbey may
still be seen there, and its cemetery is the principal burial-place of that dis-
trict. Opposite Trinity Island, on the main land, is the townland of Slanore,
formerly Smalore, which was the site of a famous Abbey in the early ages of our
church. The Irish form of the name was Swnamh Lutkir, and Archdall makes
mention of it when treating of the county Sligo. Dr. O’Donovan, however (An,
F.M.ad an. 731,) and Reevesssufficiently expose this error of our author. The mon-
astery of Slanore was founded by St. Columban, son of Eochaieo, who died about
the year 640. His memory is honoured in our Martyrologies on September 6th
at Rosglanda, now Donaghmore, in the county of Tyrone, as well as in Snamh.
luthir. The festival of St.Comaigh, sister of Columban, was also kept in this
latter church on the 7th of May. This monastery was rendered famous in the
sixth century by two great miracles performed there. The first is mentioned in
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Queen Elizabeth, February 1st, 1570, granted the abbey,
with all its possessions, to Hugh O’Reilly of the Brenie,
head of his sept, for the term of 21 years, at the rent of
fifty-five shillings and eight-pence, Irish money; but by an
inquisition taken in the 27th of the same reign, the said
Hugh was found to be eleven years and an half in arrear.”

Mounterconaght, in the barony of Castleraghen. There
was an endowed hospital here; King James granted a lease
of it, for the term of 21 years, to Sir Edward Moore, at
the rent of fifteen-pence.y  See Ballylinch.

Inquisition gth of September, 1590, finds that the following
Hospitals in this county were endowed with lands, called
Tearmonlands, as follow :—Annagha, one pole or cartron of
land, annual value 124. ; Annaghgalve, half a cartron of land,
annual value 64.; Balliclamy Phillip, three cartrons of land,
annual value 3s.; Ballientemple, two cartrons of land, annual
value 2s5.; Ballimachinghe, three acres, annual value 3d.;
Casheltarra, three cartrons of land, annual value 3s. 94.;
Castlerahin, two cartrons of land, annual value 2s.; Cavan,
monastery, half a cartron of land, annual value 3s. 44.;
Clona, one acre of land, annual value 1d.; Clonkyaghvoy,
four cartrons of land, annual value 4s.; Cloonosa, two cart-
rons of land, annual value 8s.; Crosserboghe, four cartrons
of land, annual value 4s.; Dromgowne, two cartrons of land,
annual value 2s5.; Dromkeman, one cartron of land, annual
value 124.; Drombane, thirty-two cartrons of land, annual
value, besides reprises, 32s.; Dronge, one cartron and half of
land, annual value 1s. 64. ; Dronnegrasse, one cartron of land,
annual value 124. ; Dynn, eight cartrons of land, annual value
8s.; Inneskin, two cartrons of land, annual value 2s.; Kil-
brode, half a cartron of land, annual value 64.; Kilconny,
one cartron of land, annual value 124.; Kildallan, two
cartrons of land, annual value 2s.; Kildromfeart, eight cart-
rons of land, annual value 8s.; Kileynagh, one cartron of
land, annual value 124.; Kilfert, two cartrons of land, annual
value 2s. ; Kilinekeire, two cartrons of land, annual value 2s.;

v King, p. 203. YLodge, vol. 1. p. 316.

the Life of St.Fechin of Fore: “on a certain day St. Fechin came to the place,
called Snam:-luthir in the district of Caerbre-Gabhra: and meeting there St.
Colman, son of Eochaidh, who had been for a long time blind, he npph_ed to
his eye the water with which he had washed his hands, and the blessing of
sight was immediately restored to the blind man.” (Acta SS. page 136.) The
second miracle was performed by St. Ruadhan of Lorrha : * St. Ruadhan coming
to the city called Snam-Luthir in the district Gabkra Carbre, the body of the
lately deceased King of that district was being borne on a chariot towards the
city, and the whole people were weeging around him. Then Ruadhan, moved
to compassion, prayed to the Lord, and the King rose up living and offered that
city and people to'St. Ruadhan.” (Acta Bolland, April, vol. 2, page 383.)
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Killisertdenyn, six cartrons of land, annual value 6s.; Kil-
more, six cartrons of land, annual value 6s.; Knockabridy,
half a cartron of land, annual value 64.; Largan, two cartrons
of land, annual value 2s.; Larganboye, half a cartron of land,
annual value 64.; Larra, three cartrons of land, annual value
3s.; Lawye, two cartrons and three quarters of land, annual
value 2s. g4.; Magheriehullagh, three cartrons of land, annual
value 3s.; Markil, two cartrons of land, annual value 2s.:
Moybolge, three cartrons of land, annual value 3s.; Monter-
connaght, half a cartron of land, annual value 64.; Rahaura,
one cartron of land, annual value 124.; Ramtavin, two
cartrons of land, annual value 2s.; Seaneroe, one cartron of
land, annual value 124.; Templedowa, one cartron of land,
annual value 124.; Templeport, four cartrons of land, annual
value 4s.; Tomregin, six cartrons of land, annual value 6s.;
Tonaghmore, near Kilmore, three cartrons of land, annual
value 3s.; Urney, three cartrons of land, annual value 3s.

COUNTY OF CLARE.

Beagh! in the barony of Burren; there was a monastery
here of the third order of Franciscan Friars? The Abbey of
Beagh and the townland of Abbey Beaghan are mentioned in
the records.

Ceannindis, or Keannindse, is the name of a hill in Dal-
cassia, now the county of Clare* St. Comgall, who was
abbot of Gleanussen, in the King’s County, founded a church
here ; he died before the year 569.

Clare on the river Fergus, where it falls into the river
Shannon, in the barony of Islands.

An abbey was founded near to this town, under the invo-
cation of St. Peter and St. Paul, for canons regular following
the rule of St. Augustin, by Donald O’Brien the Great, King
of Limerick; he appointed Donatus abbot, and richly en-

*War. mon. *Mss. notes on Vard. ®Act. SS. p. 417.

! Beagh, or Beatha. This abbey was situated in the present townland of Beatha,
which lies north of the Abbey of Corcumroe, in the barony of Burren, and bounded
on the other side by the bay of Kinvara.

3 Clare abbey was situated midway between the towns of Ennis and Clare. The

ruins, still in pretty good preservation, may be seen within a few perches of the
Ennis railway station.
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dowed the abbey. This charter was dated at Limerick in
1195, and witnessed by M., archbishop of Cashell, D., bishop
of Killaloe, A., bishop of Fenabore, and B, bishop of
Limerick.®

A great battle was fought here in the year 1278, by Donell,
son of Teige Caoluiske O’Brien, accompanied by the two
septs of O’Coilen, with the tribe of Fearmaic and Owney,
against Mahon O’Brien, who was defeated with a great
slaughter.d

Thady, bishop of Killaloe, exemplified King Donald’s
ancient charter in this monastery on 18th July, 1461.°

In 1543, King Henry VIII. granted the abbey to the baron
of Ibrachan,! together with a moiety of the rectories of Kil-
chriest, Kilmoyle, Kilmacdevan, Kilberverragh, Ballinregdan,
Ballylogheran, and Ballylegford.#8 This abbey was granted
in Fee to Donough, Earl of Thomond, January 1g9th, 1620,
and a new grant was made, September 1ist, 1661, to Henry,
Earl of Thomond.®

Corcumroe,'® a small village in the barony of Burren, it was
thrice plundered by Rotheric O'Connor and Dermot O'Brien,
in the year 1088.%

A.D. 1194. Donald, King of Limerick, founded a sump-
tuous monastery here for Cistertian Monks, and dedicated it
to the Virgin Mary;! others say that Donagh Carbrac, his
son, was the founder, in the year 1200. This abbey was also
called the abbey of the Fruitful Rock, and was a daughter of
that of Suire; it was afterwards made subject to the celebrated
abbey of Furnes, in Lancashire; the cell of Kilsonna, alias

°King, 9. 203. %Annal. Munst. °King, p.203. Cox,vol. 1.p.276. SAuditor
Gen. Office, “Rolls. 'Was called anciently Corcamruadh. *Ann. Munst. 'Liber
rubr. de Kilken,

3 The Abbey of Corcumroe was situated in the townland of Abbey, and parish
of Abbey, in the barony of Burren, about eighteen miles north-west from the town
of Ennis, and about five miles from the town of Ballyvoughan.

This abbey, though situated in the present barony of Burren, is always called
the Abbey of Corcumroe, i.e., the abbey of the territory of Corcumroe, which
oompnse(g' the entire of the diocese of Kilfenora. It gives name to the townland
and parish of Abbey, in the barony of Burren.

In the Casthreim Toirdhealbaig ((’)r wars of Thomond), at the year 1267, it is
called the Abbey of Burren. Its church, which was built in a beautiful style, is
still in good preservation. Its chancel contains a monument to the memory of
Peter O’Loughlin the last prince of Burren, and a tomb havi:f a full-size figure of
Conor na Sudaine O'Brien, King of Thomond, who was killed by O’Loughlen of
Burren, in the year 1267, in the battle of Sudain in Gleann-Aragack (now Glen-
araga), at Beal-an-Chlogaid, at the head of Pouldoody, and interred in this Abbey.
See “*‘Annals of the Four Masters,” A.D. 1514, #.a. See a sketch of this Abbey,
and of the monument of Conor O’Brien, lémg of Thomond, in the *“ Dublin Penny
{)qtgqal’:,for 1834, p. 341, where it is erroneously called the tomb of ¢ Donogh

rien.
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Kilshanny, was some time after annexed to this house.® The
founder died the same year.®

1267. Donogh O’Brien, King of Thomond, was killed in
the battle that was fought at Siudaine;® he was solemnly in-
terred in this abbey, where a grand monument was erected
to his memory, the remains of which are to be seen at this day.P

1317. A dreadful battle was fought near this town, in which
many of the principal of the O'Briens fell; amongst the
slain were Teige and Mortogh Garbh, sons of Brien Ruadh,
King of Thomond.4

1418. The abbot John was made bishop of Kilmacduagh.”

This abbey, with eleven quarters of land in Corcumroe and
Glanemanagh, was granted to Richard Harding.®

Inquisition 6th December, 25th Queen Elizabeth, finds that
Donogh M‘Murghe O’Brien, of Dromolan, in this county,
died seized of this abbey and all its possessions, annual value,
besides reprises, 40s. Irish money.

Ennis,* on the river Fergus, in the barony of Islands, is a
market and a borough town.

1240. About this time Donagh Carbrac O'Brien built a
very noble and beautiful monastery here for Conventyal
Franciscan Friars.*

1305. The “Annals of Inisfall” inform us, that this monas-
tery was built or repaired this year by Terlagh, the son of
Taigh Caoluiske O'Brien, who presented the friars with holy
crosses, embroidered vestments, and other needle work, cowls,
and every necessary furniture, beautiful book-cases, and blue
painted windows.”

1306. Died Cumheadha more Mac Nemarra. He was
interred with his King in this monastery.* This year Dermot,

w War.mon. ®Lodge.vol. 1. p.251. °In thebarony of Burren. PCollectanes, No. 4
2.600. 97d. p.605. *War. Bishops, p. 648. *Auditor Gen. Qffice. *Wasanci called
Tnis Cluanruada. °War. Mss. vol. 34, p. 159. War. mon. ™ The use of stained
glass in our abbeys, shows that the fine arts were at that time cultivated in this ingdom.
xAnnal Inisfal.

4 The Abbey of Ennis, or /nis Cluanramhfada, now a Protestant Church, was
situated in that part of the present town of Ennis called Church-street.  Of the
history and splendour of this famous Abbey, as well as of. th_e other ecclesiastical
foundations now in ruins around Ennis, much might be written. Among them
may be noticed the ruins of the parish churches of Dromcliff, and Dura, and
Kilbrikane, all of undoubted antiguty. In an ancient manuscript in the Library
of Trinity College, Dublin, class H. 2-8, may be found an old poem ascribed to St.
Breacan Arand, whose first proper name was Breasal, son of Eochaidhe Ball Dearg,
King of Cashel. who was contempora with St. Patrick. In this poem we are
told that the King made an offering of his son Breasal to St. Patrick and to God ;
that St. Patrick then baptized him, and callgd hxmvBreamn; that he kepg lum' as
his own disciple, till finally prepared to receive ordination, and that Patrick him-
self gave him orders, after which he became the famous St. Breacan of Kil-
breakane, and in this poem he relates the circumstances under which he founded
the churches of Dura and Kilbrikane, near Ennis. See ¢“ Book of Lecain,” fol.
214, 4. 5., and MS. H. 2.8, T.C.D. See note at /nnislaor.
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the son of Doncha, son of Brien-roe, at the head of a powerful
army of Irish and English, entered the town, and did burn
and destroy every house in it.¥

1311. About this time Donogh, King of Thomond, be-
stowed the entire revenues of his principality towards the
support of the poor friars of this monastery, and for enlarging
and beautifying their house.?

1313. Dermot O’Brien, prince of Thomond, was buried in
this monastery in the habit of a Franciscan Friar.®

1343. Moriertach O'Brien, the son of Theodoric, prince of
Thomond, died June the 5th, and was buried here;® and the
same year Matthew M‘Comara, called the Blind, who built
the refectory and sacristy of the monastery, was buried here
in the habit of the order.

1350. Pope Clement VI. granted several indulgences to this
monastery;¢ and Theodoric, the son of Donogh O'Brien, was
interred therein.

1364. Dermot O'Brien, late prince of Thomond, died on
the vigil of the Conversion of St. Paul, at Ardrachan, in
the county of Galway, but he had his sepulture in this
monastery.f

1370. Matthew O’Brien, prince of Thomond, dying on the
feast of St. Philip and St. James, was also interred here.8

1375. This year King Edward III, moved with compassion
for the poverty of this house, and the scarcity of provisions in
this part of the country, granted a licence, dated at Limerick,
August the 22nd, to the guardian and friars, to enter into the
English pale, and purchase provisiohs of every kind.® And
he also granted a licence to Marian Currydany, a brother of
the house to go to the city of Argentine, in Almania, and
there-to study in the schools.!

This friary was reformed by the Franciscans of the strict
observance.X

In a rental of the crown, in the year 1577, in the office of
the auditor general, the crown was then in possession of the
site of this monastery, a mill on the river Fergus, an eel and
salmon weir, with some houses and gardens in the village.

On the 1st of June, 1621, it was granted to William
Donegan, Esq.!

Many of the ancient ornaments of this building still remain,
this with other similar instances must argue the refined taste
of our ancestors. It is now the parish church.®

YAnnal Inisfal. *Collect. vol. 1. p. 614. *Ann. Inisfal. YAnn. Nenaght. King,
. 316. °Jd. ‘Allemande. °King ut sup. 'Id. 8King ut sup. *Harris Coll, vol. 3.
King, p. 139. XWar. Mss. vol. 34, p. 159, 'Rolls.
A I:bTehe Protestant Church of the parish is erected in the nave of the old Franciscan
y.
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Enniskerry® There are two islands of this name, about
three miles from the mainland of the barony of Ibrichan.

St. Senan of Iniscathy, built an abbey on Inifcaorach, in
the territory of Hybreccain,™ in Thomond.»

Finis/,;” an island in the river Shannon, where it receives
the river Fergus.

St. Brigid, the daughter of Conchraid, of the family of
Mactalius, presided over an abbey of nuns in the island of
Inisfidhe, or Cluainfidhe, in the sth century, in the time of St.
Senan.°

Gleanchaoin® This valley is in Hy Luigdheach in Munster,
at the bounds of the see of Killaloe. St. Patrick built an
abbey here.p

This place is now unknown.

Glancholuimchille® St. Columb founded this abbey; it is
now a parish church in the diocess of Kilfenora.1

Inchycronane is an island in the river Shannon. Donald
O’Brien, King of Limerick, founded an abbey in the island
of Inifcronane, for regular canons, about the year 1190.

This abbey, and a moiety of the tithes of the parish of
Inchycronane, were granted to Donogh, Earl of Thomond,

w The barony of Ibrichan. ®Act, SS. p. 540, °Act. SS.p.541. Tr, Th. p. 612.
PAct. SS. p. 207. 377, Tv. p. 495.

€ The abbey (or church of Enniskerry) was situated on the Island of Juis Caerack,
now Anglicised Enniskerry, and Mutton Island. There are two islands of the
name situated in the parish of Kilmurry and barony of Ibrikane, a short distance
from the mainland, off that part of the western coast of Clare, which from its
rocky and dnnﬁfrous character is called Mal-bay»

In the Irish Lives of St. Senan it is called /nis Caerach-Ceoil, and St. Senan is
stated to have founded a church upon it, and to have left a party of his clerics
there. The ruins of an ancient church and round tower still mark the ﬁlloe, and
are popularly supposed to have been the remains of the primitive church founded
there by St. Senan of Inisscattery. The island contains about 210 statute acres
of land.  See * Ordnance Map of the County of Clare,” sheet 38.

This is the island of Fid-Innis, insula sylvae, situated in the mouth of the
Fergus. It is certainly the Fid-/nnis on which St. Senan built a church, accord-
ing to the ‘‘Ancient Life of St. Senanus,” published by Colgan; but there is
neither church nor graveyard on it at present, nor does any tradition survive of the
former existence of either. The only ruin at present on this island is a small
fi ent of a castle. This castle is mentioned in the College List as the Castle
of Finnis, belonging to Brian na Farraire O'Brien Sce ‘‘Ordnance Survey
Papers,” R.ILA.

Gleanchaoin, now Glanquin, in the parish of Killenaboy, and barony of Inchi-
quin, a small distance to the north-east of the town of Corofin. The place is
pointed out on the * Ordnance Map of the County of Clare,” sheet 10.

9 Glancholuimchille, or Gleann-Choluim-Chille, i.e., Vallis Columbae Cillae.
The two townlands of this name, Nor#k and Soutk, are situated on the east side
of the parish of Carran, in the diocese of Kilfenora, and in the barony of Burren,
on the north-east side of the county of Clare. The Ordnance Map marks the

veyard of St. Columkill's church in ruins. Vide Reeves’ * Adamnan's Life of

olum Cille,” p. 283, . 23. .

19In the Irish Life of St. Senan, this island is mentioned: Zrss mor an Jorrus
Tuascert, s.¢., Inishmore in Jorrus North.
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January 19th, 1620, and again in fee to Henry, Earl of
Thomond, September tst, 1661.

Inchmore; an island in Loughrea in the river Shannon.

St. Senan, the great Saint of Iniscathy, built an abbey at
Inismor, and placed St. Liberius, one of his disciples, over it.
His memory is still celebrated in the island.*

Inisanlaoi® Turlogh, son of Teige Caoluisge, son of
Conor na Suidaine O'Brien, King of Thomond, "built a
magnificent abbey here, in which he was buried in the year
1305.%

Intscunla, in Hy Sedna, an ancient territory in this
county; St. Senan built a church here, and placed over it
the Saints Finan and Finnen.¥

This church is now unknown.

Iniskeltair;" an island in Loughderg, in the river Shannon,
and on the borders of the counties of Clare and Galway.

TRAlls. *Act. SS.p. 539. War. Mon. “Annal. Inisfal. “Act. SS. p. 534.

" In the Ordnance Survey Papers in the Royal Irish Academy, Inisanlaoi is
identified as the place now called Ennis. It was also called Juis Cluain-Ramh-
fota, i. e., the lawn, meadow, or insulated holm of the long rowing, now Clonroad,
a townland on the river Fergus, in the parish of Drumcliff, adjoining the town of
Ennis.”—See ** Annals of the Four Masters,” A.D. 1408, note x.

There is good reason, however, to think, that these were formerly two distinct
places, namely, Inis-an-laoi, the island where the town of Ennis now stands, and
Inis Cluain Rambh-foda, or the island holm of Clonroad, and that each was a
fortified town or residence. 'We learn this from the following entries in the ‘¢ An-
nals of Innisfallen ”: —

“ A.D. 1284. The castle of Ennis was built by Torlagh Mac Taige Caoluisge
[O'Brien], and it was he that made the first building of stone-work in Mur-Inse
(wall or fortification) on the west side.”

¢ A.D. 1284. Torlagh More O’Brien, with a great hosting about him, came to
attack Torlough, son of Brian Roe O’Brien, to his house, or Fort, at Ennis, and
they plundered the town and brought a great prey and booty out of it to Cluain-
Rambh-foda (Clonroad), and expelled Torlogh Oge, son of Bryan Ruadh, out
of the country.”

* 1306. Turlagh, son of Teige Caoluisge, son of Conor na Suidane O’Brien,
died, and was buried in the monastery which himself built and whitewashed with
lime at Inse-an Laoighe.”

We learn from the Cathreim Thoirdhealbhaig, or wars of Turlough O’Brien,
that Donough Cairbreach O'Brien was the first who erected a fortress of earth
at this place. According to tradition he had also a stone castle here which stood
near the bridge of Clonroad, and this seems to be confirmed by a passage in these
Annals at the year 1553, where it is stated that Donnell and Turlough O'Brien
made a nocturnal incursion into Cluain-Ramh-fohda (now Clonroad), against
their brother, Donough More, and burned that town, and slew many persons ;
and that Donough went into a tower which was in the town to defend himself.”—
*¢ Annals of the Four Masters,” A.D. 1408, n. x. For further notes of the
monastery of Jnés an laoigh, see Ennis.

12 Inis Caelltrach (the fsland of the Churches), so called from the great number
of churches and religious houses situated in it. This island was celebrated as a
spot of considerable sanctity, and resorted to as a place of pilgrimage by the
faithful ; hence it was called Holy Island, and is still known by that name. The
island is situated in the river Shannon, above the tidal Eart of the river, and
near the town of Scariff, which commands a view of Loch Dearg. It contains
about twenty acres of land, and still preserves the remains of seven churches
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St. Camin founded an abbey here, which was afterwards
a church, and still retains his name; he died in the year
653, and was buried in his own church; his feast is observed
on the 25th of March.*

St. Stellan, the abbot, died May the 24th, about three
years before St. Camin.¥

St. Coelan, a monk of this abbey, flourished about the end
of the 7th, or beginning of the 8th century. He wrote a
life of St. Brigid in Latin verse, in which he expressly tells
us, that this abbey was a convent of Benedictines.

Keltra est conventus rité virorum
Prudentum, sacro Benedicti dogmate florens.*

A.D. 834. This island was ravaged by the Danes, and
the same year it was destroyed with fire by Tomar, a Danish
commander from Limerick.*

1027. The great Brien Borombh, monarch of Ireland,
erected the church of Iniskeltair about this time.b

1040. Corcran was abbot of Iniskeltair; he was the most
celebrated ecclesiastic of the West of Europe, both for re-
ligion and learning, and died this year at Lismore.®

1043. Died St. Amnichad ; he was a disciple .of the abbot
Corcran ; his feast is held January 3oth.4

1315. Brien O’Brien, brother to Donogh, King of Thom-
ond, was constrained to take shelter in this island.®

There yet remains here a fine round tower, with seven small
churches, which bespeak, in miniature, an elegance of taste.!
This island is remarkable for the great resort of pilgrims
on certain festivals.

Inisiua® was called anciently Inisluaidhe, an island in the

2Usher. Act. SS. p.746 747. TAct.SS.p. V7. *Tr. Th.p.594,598. *M Geogh.
®Keating. °Act. SS. p. 206. 9Calendar. °Collect. wvol. 1. 616. 1O Halloran,
. 81.

28

and a round tower, the principal church of the island is Zeampal Caimin, i. e.,
the “6Church of St. Caimin,” who was a disciple of St. Senan. He died in the
ear 653. .
e Itsiss certainly a mistake to assert that * St. Senan of Carcabaiscini founded
a monastery here before the coming of St. Fatrick into Munster,” for it 1§ admitted
by all historians that St. Senan of Inisscattery was yet unborn when St. Patrick
was preaching the Gospel in Munster, and the Irish life of St. Senan and the Tri-
artite life of St. Patrick agree that St. Patrick, when preaching to the men of
unster on Cruack Patraig.in the county of Limerick in the fourth year of his mis-
sion in Ireland, prophesied the coming of St. Senan, who was then (we are told)
in his mother’s womb,

O’Donovan notices this mistake in the Ordnance Survey Papers in the following
words :—*‘ Inislua, it is one of the islands of the Shannon between Limerick and
Inisscattery. Archdall, following some foolish authorities, says (at Inislua) that
Senan founded a monastery there before Saint Patrick arrived in Munster. Har-
ris’ position, although not so absurd, is equally wrong,” &c. The same observa-
tions apply to Archdall’s notice of Inisscattery. See Ordnance Survey Papers of
the County of Clare Royal Irish Academy, vol. i., 2. 69, n. 13.
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river Shannon, between Limerick and the island of Inis
Scattery.®

St. Senan of Corca Baiscin founded a monastery here
before the coming of St. Patrick into Munster,® and St.
Moronoc, called the Penitentiary of Inisluaidhe, had a cell
here at the time of St. Senan’s death.!

Inisegananagh, or the island of Canons, in the river Shan-
non, near the principality of Thomond; Donald O’Brien,
King of Limerick, in the 12th century, founded, or rebuilt, a
priory here, for canons regular following the rule of St.
Augustin.k

In a rental of the crown estate in the year 1577, the crown
was then seized, in right of this abbey, of the farm of the
island, viz., four acres of arable, fourteen of mountain and pas-
ture, and the site of the said abbey, containing half an acre,
a church, &c., three other islands called Inishorlth, Iniskeirke,
and Inistubred, near the said island of Canons; the land
called Iniskedragh, not far from the river of Galway, con-
taining thirteen acres of mountain; also two parts of the
tithes of the rectory of Kildysirt Murhull, and the vicarage of
Kilchrist in Thomond.!

The moiety of the said abbey of canons and that of Clare,
and the moiety of the churches of Kilchrist, Killonyle, alias
Killennoyle, Kilmadovane, alias Kiluichdowen, Killoveragh,
Ballymacegan, alias Ballymacregan, Ballyloghbran, and Bally-
loghfadela, and the chapel of Killowe, with all their tithes
and profits; and the tithes of the demesne and lands of the
said abbey were granted, in fee, to Donough, Earl of Thomond,
June 20th, 1605, and confirmed to him March 8th, 1609; they
were again granted in fee to Henry Earl of Thomond, Sep-
tember 1st, 1661.™

Inisscattery," a rich and beautiful little island in the mouth
of the river Shannon. '

84ct. SS. p. 540. PO Halloraw's Hist. vol. 2. p. 44. ‘Act. SS. p. 540.
XWar. Mon. ‘Auditor Gen. Office. ™Rolls. “Was anciently called Iniscatly,
Iniscathuigh, and Cathiana.

4 The island of |Vt CAaEa|3 (fruis Caky ), now called Scaftery Island and Inis-
scattery, is situated in the river Shannon, near the town of Kilrush, about two
miles l’iymm the shore, and is remarkable for the remains of several churches and
a round tower of great antiquity. A church was founded here by St. Senan, a
bishop, about the year 540. See “Lanigan’s Ecclesiastical History of Ireland,” vol.
ii., pp. 2-7. It continued to be the seat of a bishop till about this period (1188),
when it seems to have been united to the see of Limerick. Ussher, however,
who thought that it owed its origin to Saint Patrick, informs us that its possessions
were divided between the sees of Limerick, Killaloe, and Ardfert: ‘‘ Atque hic
notandum, Patricium in metropoli Armachana successore relicto, ad alias ecclesias
constituendas animum adjecisse ; in quibus sedes ilia episcopalis fuit in Sinea
(SHANAN) fluminis alveo /nis Catti et eodem sensu in provinciali Romano 7nswla
Cathag appellata, Is episcopatus inter Limericensem, Laonensem, et Ardfer-
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St. Senan of Corca Baiscin founded an abbey here before
the arrival of St. Patrick in Munster, as some report;® but
others say that St. Patrick himself was the founder, and that
he placed St. SenanP here: he had eleven churches for his
monks, and no women were permitted to land on the island
before the coming of the Danes into this country.® The pre-
lates of this noble and ancient church are sometimes called by
our ecclesiastical historians bishops, and at other times abbots;
in process of time it became a priory of regular canons.’

A.D. 538. St. Kieran, who was called the son of the Car-
penter, having left the island of Arran, came hither, and was
made providore for the strangers by St. Senan.®

544. St. Senan died on the 1st of March, and was buried in
this abbey;t his festival is observed on the 8th of that month,*
and a superb monument was erected to his memory.”

°O'Halloran, vol. 2. p. 44. PUsher, p. 454. 90 Halloran, vol. 2, p. 236.
TAct. SS.p. r 42, "Usher. *Act. SS. p. 502, 542. “Vard. p. 159. ¥ O' Halloran sup.

tensem hodie divisus.” Primordia, p.873. Seealso *“ Annals of the Four Masters”
at the year 1188, note n.

The bell of St. Senan mentioned above is that so beautifully described in the fifth
chapter of St. Odran’s Irish Life of St. Senan. It properly belonged to the
ancient church called Cei// 7-Senain (Senan’s Church), situated in the townland of
Fuidismaigh, north-west of the town of Kilrush. This venerable relic of the Apostle
of Iniscathaig was anciently known as Clog-na-neal (i. e. the bell of the clouds),
because it was believed to have descended on the clouds from heaven to St. Senan,
but it is now more commonly known as Clog-az-Osr (or the golden bell), because
(as this old life states)it resembled gold in its appearance.

This so-called Clog-an-Oir (or golden bell) of St. Senan, so long venerated in
the westof Clare, may be now seen in the Museum of the Royal Irish Academy,
but it does not warrant the derivation of the name in its present appearance. It
is now more of a silver colour, but it may be possible that the gold and crystal
ornamentations have fallen off while the bell itself lay hidden in the earth.

This old life mentions the round tower of Jnnis Cathaigh, too,and in such a way
as to leave no doubt of its period and origin, as well as of the use made of it in
St. Senan’s time (say about the year 540). As this passage has never been pub-
lished, and as it seems to bear so directly on the * Origin and use of the Round
Towers,” it may not be out of place to give it here :

“Ro tagad ne Seandn 4 n-mniy catard readc o-teampeéoll no cTigtrd
Mmagaloca. Vo Brot ap Seandn an-aon né1o reargaro bpdtan acar Tpodao
Tagenc anowo eile maille pe monreirmiun earbog 4 n-innir catay. Ro
mnpioth £6r pe Seandn a n-nip catard clogar 1onna nad cesao acar cuig
Tpoigte veap Aft doivoe, lonnup an m-beit vo L6 ab-rogur ©va B g\ 0
g-clontig ap pead Copcabargin wile fuaim an ¢lowg 1onnur go m- 105-
100buinc apa vednnad an paé ceall va B-ruil 4 p-Copcabaipginn an can
Tna o bead Seapndn gona Lott Leanbuna 04 véannad a n-inmyp Cat&ig.”

¢¢ St. Senan built seven churches or religious houses in /nnis Cathaigh. Senan
used to have sixty friars in one church, and thirty priests, together with seven
Bishops, in another church in Znnis Cathaigh. Senan, too, built a Clogas (belfry)
in Znnis Cathkaigh, which was one hundred and fifteen feet in height, so that
when ‘a bell was placed in it near to its top, the sound of the bell used to be
heard all over Corcabhaisgin, so that sacrifice used to be made in every church in
Corcabhaisgin at the same time that Senan and his followers were engaged in
offering it in Znnés Cathaigh.” Vita Senani, chap. vi,
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This Saint’s bell is still religiously preserved in the west
part of this country, and many of the common people believe
at this day, that to swear by it falsely would be immediately
followed by convulsions and death.*

St. Odian was the immediate successor to St. Senan.’

792. Died Olchabhar, the son of Flann, he was airchen-
nach, or ethnarch, of this abbey;* his feast is held on the 27th
of October.®

816. The Danes plundered the island this year, put the
monks to the sword, and defaced the monument of the saiut.?

835. About this time the same barbarians again sailed up
the Shannon and destroyed this monastery.°

861. Died the abbot Aidan.?

908. Cormac M‘Cuillenan, the learned and pious arch-
bishop of Cashel, and King of Munster, was slain in battle at
Moyalbe, not far from Leighlin. Flaithbeartach, the son of
Ionmuinein, was then abbot of this monastery, and was the
great fomentor of this war in which the good monarch lost his
life ;® in his will Cormac bequeathed to this abbey three ounces -
of gold, and to the abbot his choicest sacred vestments.!

The abbot; for his concern in Cormac’s melancholy fate,
was closely imprisoned for two years, and then ordered to a
severe penance in this monastery;® afterwards he so far
recovered his power and influence, that, on the death of
Dubhlachtna, who had succeeded King Cormac, he was
elected to fill the throne of Munster.®

914. Some Danes landed at Waterford, but they were
defeated by Flaithbeartach, who in the annals is called Prince
of Idrona!

044. Flaithbeartach died this year.k

950. The Danes were become so powerful about this time,
that they made this island a place of arms.!

958. Died Noyman of Iniscahy.™ ,

972. A Danish chieftain, Mark, the son of Harold, sailed
round Ireland, and committed great devastations on this
island, taking much treasure and many captives.®

975. Brien, King of Munster, with Dombhnall, King of
Ionmhuinein, recovered this island from the Danes, by defeat-
ing Iomhar, the Norman, and his two sons, Amhlaibh and
Duibheheann ; 800 of the Danes, with Mark and histwosons,who
fled thither for safety some time before, were slain in this battle.°

994. Died Colla, the abbot and doctor of Inis Scatty.P

*0'Halloran sup., p. 188. YAcl. SS. p. 542. *1d. *Calendar. O Halloran,
wol. 2, p. 186. °Id. p. 159. 9Act. SS. p. 542. °Keating, War. Bishops, p. 502.
17d. 80'Halloran, vol. 2, p. 189. PKeating. Act. SS. p. 542. Collectan, vol. 1,
2. 471, ‘Annal. Inisfal. XCollectan, vol. 1, p. 471. 1O'Halloran, vol. 2, p. 227,
=M Geogh. PAnnal. Munst. Act. SS. p. 542. °Id. PAct. SS. p. 542.
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1050. Died Hua Schula, the ethnarch of this abbey.a

1057. Diarmoid M'Maoilnambo, with the Danes of Dublin,
plundered this island, but they were overtaken and defeated
by Donogh, the son of Brien.

1081. Died the abbot O'Burgus.®

1176. This abbey was again plundered by the Danes of
Limerick.t

1179. William Hoel, an English Knight, wasted the whole
island, not even sparing the churches."

1188. Died Aid O’Beachain, bishop of Inis Scatty.”

Richard de London was guardian of this abbey, but the date
is not recorded.*

1290. Thomas le Chapelin was guardian after Richard. He
was guardian also in the year 1295.Y

April 24, and 20 Queen Elizabeth, this abbey, with the
church-yard, 24 acres of land, an house, a castle built of stone,
and three cottages in the island ; and the several customs
following ; from every boat of oysters coming to the city of
Limerick, once a year, 1000 oysters, and from every herring
boat, 500 herrings, once a year. Also ten cottages, one church
in ruins, 20 acres of wood and stony ground in the said island,
called Beachwood, with all the tithes, &c., were granted to
the mayor and citizens of Limerick, and their successors for
ever, in free soccage, not in capite; at the annual rent of
3/ 125, 845

The monument of St. Senan is still to be seen here, with
the remains of eleven small churches and several cells ; in the
stone that closes the top of the altar window of the great
church is the head of the Saint, with his mitre, boldly executed,
and but little defaced ; an ancient round tower of 120 feet in
height, and in complete repair, graces the scene® This island
is remarkable for the resort of pilgrims on certain festivals.

Inistimon® in the barony of Corcumroe. St. Luchtighern
was abbot of Inistimensis, or Inistornensis.*

9A4ct. SS. p. 542. *Annal. Munst. *Act. SS. p. 542. *Annal. Munst. “Act.

SS. p. 542. “Id. *King, p. 244. YId. YAud. Gen. *Smith's Kerry, p. 227.
O’ Halloran, intr. p. 81, 85, 136, 8Act. SS. p. 72.

18 This is the picturesque little town celebrated as the *¢City of the Cascades,”
situated in the parish of Kilmanaheen, in the barony of Corcomroe about sixteen
miles West by North from the town of Ennis, and within two miles of the village
of Lahinch.

No trace now remains of the ancient abbey of Ennistymon over which St.
Luchtigern presided, but it is probably represented by the ruin of the old church
still to be seen in the burial ground of Ennistymon, the architecture and style of
which belong to a more recent period. .

No recollection of Saint Luchtigern survives in this place, nor can we find even
a traditional remembrance of himself or his church, though the names of his con-
temporary saints, namely, St. Manchin of Killmanaheen, St. Lonan of Kill-es-
pug-onnan, St. Muchan of Kill-Muchanna, and St. MacCrehy of Kilmi-crehy, are
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Kilcarragh ;*° there was an hospital or monastery here, of
which we have no further account, than that it was endowed

still remembered with veneration in and around Ennistymon. There are, however,
substantial proofs to show that St. Luchtigern was (as abbot or otherwise) con-
nected not only with Ennistymon and Corcomroe, but in an especial manner with
all Thomond or North Munster, and to justify us in assuming that as his principal
church was at Zwam Fionnlocka (now Tomfinnlough church in the present barony
of Upper Bunratty in the county of Clare), he resigned the apostleship of Ennis-
tymon to his contemporary St. Mainchin, the disciple and ggsom friend of St.
MacCreiche of Corcomroe, who is still venerated as patron saint of the parish of
Cill Mainchinne or Kilmanaheen, in and near to which the town of Ennistymon
is situated.

The feast of St. Luchtigern is commemorated in the martyrology of Don
at 29th April, where, on the authority of the twelfth chapter of the Life of St.
MacCreicge of Corcomroe, he is made abbot of Zwain-Fionnlocka in Tradraighe.

From this ancient life we learn that St AlacCreicke belonged, by birth and
family, to the territory of Corcomroe, that he was the contemporary and bosom
friend of St. Ailbke of Imliuch Fubhair (now Emly in the county of Tipperary),
whose’death is recorded in the ‘““Annals of the Four Masters,” at the year 541, and
that St. Luchtigern was at this time connected with Ennistymoen and Corcomroe.

The twelfth chapter of this life, where Sz Luchtigern is mentioned gives a curious
and interesting account of a predatory excursion made into Corcomroe by the high
king of Connaught, namely, Aed4, son of Eoc/aid’ (probably Aedk, son of Eockaidh
Tirmcharna, whose death is recorded by the ** Four Masters,” at the year A.D. 574),
in which he is said to have plundered the people of Corcomroe of all their cattle
and other moveable property. The people of Corcomroe thus oppressed, sent
messengers to request their kinsman Sz MacCreiche, who was then staying with his
master, St. Ailbke at Imliuck Fubhair (Emly in Tipperary), to come to their relief.
‘The messengers having reached Jm/iuck Fublair related their unhappy tale to S7.
MacCreiche, and besought St. Ailbke to advise him to go with them to a place
called Carn Mic Zasi/ (in Corcomroe) to meet the men of Corcomroe who were to
assemble there. St Ai/bke consented, and AMacCreiche came with them, accom-

ied by his faithful disciple St. Manchin, and made his way direct from Jmliuck

hair (in Tipperary) to St Luckhtigern, to Innis Toma Fionnlocka (i.e. the
Island of the Tumulus of the bright lake, now Zomfinnlough, in the barony of
Upper Bunratty in the county of Clare, about two miles north-west of the village
of Six-mile-Bridge, where the ruin of St. Luchtigern’s old church may be still seen
near the bright lake, Finnlough, which gives name to the townland of Finnlough,
and to the parish of Zomfinnlough,in which it is situated), and here, we are told, he
remained from Saturday evening till the following Tuesday with St. Lucktigern.
MacCreiche related the object of his mission to Sz. Luchtigern, saying to him: ¢ You
(Luchtigern) ought to come with me to the relicf of the men of Corcomroe, for it is
not more incumbent on me to do good to them than it is upon you.” ¢‘ True indeed
(said S¢. Lucktigern ), and I shall go.”” After awhile they set out from 7 um'm{ann-
locka, namely, St. MacCreicke and his disciple St. Mainckin, accompanied by St.
Luchtigern and one disciple (whose name is not given) and came direct to Carsn-
Mic 7ail, in Corcomroe, where they found the states and tribes of Corcomroe,
assembled to receive them.

After some deliberation, and having made all due preparation for the expedition,
the men of Corcomroe, led by St. MacCreicke and St. Mainchin, and accompanied
by S¢t. Lucktigern and his disciple, went forth to demand the surrender of the spoils
of Corcomroe, and coming to where the plunder was all collected, we are told that

16 The church or cell of Cill Carthach gives name to the townland of Kilcar-
ragh, west of the ancient episcopal town of Kilfenora, in which it was situated.
It stood a few yards west of the old Cathedral Church of Kilfenora, to which it is
supposed to have been a cell or hospital. No trace now remains of the church
but a few stones to indicate the site, which is pointed out on the Ordnance Map of
Clare, sheet 16, See Kilfenora. '



84 ' Ancient Monasteries of Ireland.

with a quarter of land adjoining thereto ; which at the dissolu-
tion was granted to John King,

®Auditor Gen. Offce.

St. Mainckin went around the cattle outside having St Zucktigern's staff (crozier)
in his hand, and carrying with him the Cuiteack Fuait (or bell) of St. MacCreiche,
which he is stated to have brought off the altar of St. Peter in Rome, thus taking
a formal possession of the spoils (in the name of the ecclesiastical heads of the then
kingdom of Corcomroe) and keeping the cattle, &c., in regular charge till they
reached Magh Aoi, in Crauchan in Connaught, where the king resided.

Having reached Mag#k Aoi, we are told that the druids of the king of Connaught
came oul against the clerics to prove the superior power of their druidic arts, and
were defeated and subdued by St. MacCreiche.

After this St MacCreicke and the men of Corcomroe went up to the palace
(Dun) of the king to request the surrender of their spoils, but the haughty king,
purning the intercession of the miserable old cleric St. MacCreicke (now eight score
and seven years old), refused to admit him into his presence, nor was the answer
he sent out favourable or complimentary, adds the tale.

St. MacCreiche, now feeble and weary, insulted and disheartened, returns into the
broad plains of Magk Aoi to spend the night amongst the plundered spoils of Cor-
comroe on the open field, and soon he was seized with a violent fit of thirst. ¢ If it

leaseth God,” said he, “great as my thirst is now, may the king’s thirst be greater
fore morning, though abundant drinks are now in his house.” This was verified,
for soon the king became so afflicted with a fit of unnatural thirst that all the drinks
in his palace could give him no relief, and thus in the dead of night he asked
to be brought out to St. MacCreicke, where, for sake of one drink of water, he bowed
in obedience to him, and bound himself and all his race, and every king who should
succeed him in the sovereignty of Connaught, in perpetual allegiance to Sz
MacCreiche and to his Comarbs to the end of time, and promising that neither him-
self nor any future king of Connaught would ever again ask or demand the tributes
of Corcomroe, and with these conditions he surrendered the spoils of Corcomroe to
St. MacCreiche to be restored to their proper owners.

After this St. MacCreicke struck the ground with his staff (crozier) in presence
of the kin[i, a beautiful spring of pure clear water burst forth on the spot, and the
king drank of it and was cured of his thirst, and this well is still known as St.
MacCreiche’s holy well on the plain of Afag% Aoi,at Cruachan, in Connaught.

The states and people of Corcomroe now assembled to vote their thanks to St.
MacCreicke, and unanimously agreed to acclaim him spiritual head and chief of the
territory of Corcomroe, and bound themselves to pay a tribute to maintain himself
and his Comarbs to the end of time, and requested him to found a church with them
in order that they may remain under his protection and the protection of his Comaré
and of his bell to the end of time. St MacCreicke consented and established his
church in his native territory of Corcomroe.

The ruins of St. MacCreiche's church. to which this legend refers, may be seen to
the gr&sent day in the churchyard of Kilmacrehy, in the parish of Kilmacrehy, in
the barony of Corcomroe, to which it gives name. This oﬂ ruin is situated about
four miles west from the town of Ennistymon, on the north side of Liscannor bay, on
the western coast of Clare. The style and architectural features of this old ruin indicate
its high antiquity, and several portions of arches and mouldings are yet to be seen,
someimbedded inthe walls and others scattered through the burial grounds and used as
headstones over many of the graves. Here, too, was a holy well dedicated to St.
MacCreiche, much frequented of old, but now very rarely visited, owing probably to
the ter celebrity of St. Bridget's well, which is quite near and much resorted to
by the peasantry.

St. MacCreiche founded several churches in the county of Clare, but the only
one named after himself was the Cill MacCrieche, or Cillmacrehy above mentioned.

He was founder of the church of Cill-Mainchinne, i.e., St. Mainchin's church,
now Kilmanaheen, which gives name to the parish of Kilmanaheen. It wassituated
in the burial ground of %ﬂma.naheen, in &e_ present townland of Newtown, now
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Kilfarboy ' in the barony of Ibrichan; is now a parish
church,

The monastery of Kilfobrick was founded A.D. 7416 We
find that Cormac, bishop and scribe of Kilfobrick, died A.D.

837.4
*Conry’'s MSS. 4dct. SS. p. 360.

occupied by Matthew Slattery, Esq., of Newtown House, a small distance west of
the castle of Ennistymon on the same spot where once stood the Dus or palace of
Baoth Bronach, king of Corcomroe, who made an offering of himself and his family
and of his own palace, together with all his lands, &c., to St. MacCreicke, for the
glory of God and the good of his own soul. St MacCreicke here placed St. Mainchin

is disciple, who, it will be remembered, was chief actor in recovering the spoils of
Corcomroe, and who is said in this old life to have carried MacCreiche's bell, the
Cuitech Fuait, and the staff of St. Luchtigern, on that occasion. In the absence of any
evidence to the contrary, it is not (I believe) tbo much to assume that on handing
over his staff (crozier) to St. Mainckin on this occasion, St. Luchtigern resigned to
him the abbotship of his church and town of Ennistymon, over which St. Mainchin
afterwards presided, and where he is still venerated as patron Saint of that parish.
St. MacCreache at an earlier period founded two old churches near the present
village of Inagh, on the new road from Ennis to Ennistymon, and about seven miles
from the latter place, these were called Cil/ sean botha and Teampull na-n-glas
aighne, hence it is called Zempull na-h-aighne, or church of Inagh. The ruined
walls of this last-mentioned church may be still traced in the churchyard of Inagh,
The former was a little west of it.

7 The monastery or church of Kilfarboy was situated in the parish of Kilfarboy
$to which it gives name), in the barony of Ibrikane, five miles south-south-west
rom Ennistymon, near Miltown Malbay. No trace now remains of the original
abbey, but the site is marked by the ruin of a more modern structure in the
churchyard or burial ground of Kilfarboy, which is pointed out on the Ordnance
Map of Clare, sheets 23 and 31, and described in the Ordnance Survey Papers, in
the Royal Irish Academy, vol. 1, page 334.

According to Archdall and other writers, the monastery of Kilfarboy or
Kilfobric was founded A.D. 741, but there is good reason to suppose it was at
least a century older. St. Lachtain, patron of the parish of Kilfarboy, is comme-
morated in the Felire Aenguish, at 19th March, and at the same day the following
notice of him is given in O’Clery’s Calendar : *La¢taim mac coipbén abb achao
wip 1 n-orpagd acar 6 bealaé peabpat anno vomimi 622.  Lachtain, son of
Torben, abbot of Achad uir in Ossory, and of Bealach Feabrath, A.D. 622.”

Colgan gives a short life of this Saint at 19th March, but neither Colgan nor
O'Clery have attempted to identify Bealach Feabrath, where St. Lachtain is said
to have founded his church. O'Donovan, in his edition of the “Annals of the Four
Masters,” at the year 622, n. g, appears to think that Bealach Fobrath is the place
now called Ballagharay or Ballaghawry, a townland situated in the west of the
parish of Kilbolane, barony of Orbraighe, or Orrery, and county of Cork, but this
conjecture is highly improbable. Bealach Feabrath was the name of the moun-
tain pass (or road) which led from the place now called Miltown Malbay to the
territory of Corcomroe through that part of Hy-Breacain or Ibrikane, anciently
known as Bealach Feabrath where St. Lachtain built his church, Cill-Feabrath
or Kilfobric, anglicised Kilfarboy, which gave name to the townland and parish
of Kilfarboy, where his name is still venerated as patron of the parish. As St.
Lachtain died in the year A.D. 622, there can be no doubt that his church of
Kilfarboy must have been founded before that date, which makes it at least a
century older than the period assigned to it by Archdall.

The name of St. La.cﬂtain is still vividly remembered in Kilfarboy, and all over
the west of Clare, and the peasantry still invoke his aid and protection in strife
and danger, and among them we find such phrases as the following :

When a strong or powerful person oppresses or afflicts a weak or helpless
person, the injured will say : *‘ Luigim Fo gpora ©é aét Fagbaim Laécain naomca
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‘na V181 ap—*‘ I bow to the grace of God, but I leave the blessed St. Lachtain
to avenge it.” When one neighbour visits another in sickness or in trouble the first
salutation is: ‘“01a acar Muipe acar Ladtain Leat, acar cao Ta opc 4 rTodipmo
énorve,” &c. ‘“May God and the blessed Virgin and St. Lachtain assist you, my
dear friend, and what is the matter with you?” and as terms of applause and ap-

robation they have: laécam Llesc and latcain lesat gedS, #e, Lachtamn
ge with you, and Lactain be your arm, meaning, success attend you, and more
strength to you, &c.

Archdall gives a list of obits from the *“Annals of the Four Masters,” as be-
longing to this place, in his MS. additions preserved in the Library of the Ro
Irish Academy, which appears to support Dr. O’Donovan’s opinion that Archdall
confounded Kilfarboy, Ci// Feabrath, in the county of Clare, with Cill Foibrighe,
or Kilfoibric, now Kilbrew, near Ashbourne, in the county of Meath, and it may
be also confounded with Bealack Abkra, in Muscraigh, in the county of Cork,
another of St. Lachtain’s churches. See¢ ¢ Annals of the Four Masters,” A.D.
622, p. 245, A.D. 737, n. f. 768, n."k. 836, n. g.

In the Ordnance Survey Papers of the countylof Clare in the Royal Irish
Academy, vol. i, p. 331-4, we find the following notice of the parish and church
of Kilfarboy :—

The parish of Kilfarboy, in the barony of Ibricken and county of Clare, is bounded
on the north by the parish of Kilmannaheen, in the barony of Corcomroe, on the
east by the parish of Cloony, in Corcomroe barony, and the parish of Eidh-
neach, in the barony of Inchiquin ; on the south by the parish of Kilmurry, in the
barony of Ibricken, and on the west by the Atlantic Ocean. See Engraved Map
of Down Survey.

The name of this parish is of ecclesiastical origin, but whether the component
parts are radically correct is more than I am at present prepared to decide. The
present form of the name is that by which it is known within the memory of the
oldest inhabitant, and it is also by that name the parish is set down in the book of
Regal Visitation. The name as it is spoken would be spelled thus, Ci// Fearbaigh,
i.e., the Church of Saint Fearback, but of this Fearback no historical account has
reached us.

There is a tradition in the district that this church is called A74-Fearabuidke
from a number of (yellow men) Spaniards who wete drowned at Spanish Point,
near it, having been buried here many yearsago. That the Spaniards were drowned
and buried here is a fact, but whether the peasantry in striving to account for the
origin of the name of thc church have not pressed this circumstance into their
assistance, is a matter that may be surmised. A%/-Fearbuidke would literally
mean the Church of the Yellow Men; but Ceill Fead-Rath, as it is written in
¢ O'Clery’s Calendar,” would mean the Church of the Healing or Sanctifying
Graces, and this was the name by which the place was known for centuries before
the advent of the Spaniards or *‘ Yellow Men.”

Archdall seems to think that this is the Ci#/ Foibric mentioned by Colgan
(A. A. S. S. p. 360), of which Cormack was Bishop, whose death is placed by
the same authority in the year 837.

He may or may not be right in this, but he has no proof that Cill Foibric was
situated in the ancient district of Ui-Bracain. *‘ There is no recollection of Cil/
Foibric or of St. Cormac here, neither is there of any other saint, but of Saint
Lachtain, whose festival is still observed in the parish on the 19th day of March,
the same as in Ackad-Uir in Ossory, and whose well is situated within the church-
{ard, and still much frequented by devotees” and invalids, on Sundays and

‘hursdays, nor are those visitors niggardly of their presents to the shrine of the
saint, for nothing is seen about the well but old memorials of their affection
and devoted piety.

The old Church of Kilfarboy stands in the townland of Kilfarboy, to which
it gives its name, measuring 65 feet 9 inches in length, and 17 feet in breadth;
the walls in good preservation, excepting the west gable, which is down to the
height of the side walls. There is a pointed doorway in the south side, at
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Munster tell us, that Morogh O’Brien burnt the abbey of
Kilfenora,’® and slew many people therein, A.D. 1055.

Killaloe;* the seat of a bishop, and situated on the
western banks of the river Shannon, near the noted cataragt.
St. Molualobhair, the grandson of Eocha Bailldearg, King of
North Munster, founded an abbey here about the beginning
of the 6th century.!! He was succeeded by his disciple St.
Flannan, who about the year 639 was consecrated bishop of
the place; from this time we hear no more of it as an
abbey.®

¥ Killaloe was anciently the resort of many pilgrims.

*Was called anciently Kildalua. *Collectan. vol. 1, p. 439. 8War. Bish. p. §90.

the distance of 14 feet from the west gable, 6 feet 4 inches high, and 3
feet 6 inches wide, built up in front, with well cut stones, and having a holy
water font inserted id the wall on the right hand side as one goes in. Six feet
3 inches from the east gable, in the same side, is a pointed window, 7 feet high
and 3 feet wide, inside, 4 feet from the ground outside where it measures 44 feet
in height, and 6% inches in breadth at top, and 7§ inches at bottom, having its
sides perforated for iron bars. There is a pointed window in the east gable,
measuring 6 feet g inches in height on the inside, and 3 feet in breadth, and 4 feet
10 inches in height, and 7 inches in breadth on the outside. The sides perforated
for the reception of iron bars. The walls are built for the most part of, long thin
quarry stones.—Ordnance Survey of Clare, vol. 1, pp. 331-4.

18 This was the cathedral church of the ancient episcopal city of Kilfenora, dedi-
cated to St. Fechen, patron of the diocese. It was situated about four and a half
miles north-north-east from the town of Ennistymon, in the barony of Corcomroe.
This ancient church is now represented by the Protestant church of Kilfenora, and
the seven stone crosses that marked the sanctuary of the cathedral have all disap-
peared but two, and it appears hopeless to seek their history. One of them, how-
ever, may be still seen on the demesne of Clansford, at Killaloe. It was removed
thither in the year 1821 by the Right Rev. Dr. Mant, Protestant bishop of the
united dioceses of Killaloe and Kilfenora, and placed in the beautiful demesne of
Clansford, with a Latin inscription indicating its history :—

Quam spectas crucem,
In agro Fenaborensi vetustate collapsam,
Ne penitus incuriﬁ situque abolesceret

ic
Apud sedem Laonensem
Erigi curavit
Antiquitatis Ecclesiasticae studiosus
R.M.S.T. P.
Utriusque Dioceseos Episcopus.
A.D. MDCCCXXI.
A few yards west of Kilfenora was Kilcarragh, a monastery or hospital endowed
s“l’xith ox:’)e quarter of land; the site is marked on the Ordnance Map of Clare,
eet 16.
19The following notice of the parish of Killaloe is found in the Ordnance Survey
of Clare, vol ii. p. 339.
¢ This parish is bounded on the north by the parishes of O’Gonnello and Kilno ;
on the west by that of Killokennedy ; on the south by Kiltennaanlea, and on the
east by the Shannon, which separates it from the county of Tipperary.
¢ The name of this parish is in all the ancient Irish authorities written Ci// da lua
which means the church of S¢. Dalua, Molua or Luanus, a famous saint who flourished
towards the epd of the sixth century. Ledwich, indeed, contends that Cs// /o /ua is the
true name, and that it means the church upon or near the wae». Inthis, however, he
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Kilnagallech;® on the shore of the river Shannon and two
miles and an half N. W. of Inis Scattery.

St. Senan gave the veil to the daughters of Nateus in Kil-
cochaille, now called Kilnacaillech, or the Church of the Nuns,

nét far from Inis Scattery.b
Killoen,® in the barony of Islands. About the year 1190
Donald O'Brien, King of Limerick, founded an abbey here

b4ct. SS. p. 540.

opposes the whole stream of Irish history, for every authority states that X3/ da /ua,
means the church of St. Molua, the /eger. On this subject a few observations are
here called for:

‘““Was Ledwich certain that Killaloe means the church near the water? He
could not have been, because he was not master of the Irish e, and even if
he were, he could not be certain that his interpretation was correct, for Lua, though

iven in the Irish vocabularies ¢without authority’ as one of the primitive words
or water, is not to be found in composition in any Irish book or MS., or entering
into the names of places in any part of Ireland ; and even if Lua were found in the
names of places as signifying wafer, it could not be certain that it meant water
when placed after theterm C#/ a church. * * * * * * *

St. Molua was succeeded by St. Flannan, who was consecrated bishop of the

flace about the year 639, and from that period forward Killaloe is mentioned in

rish history as the seat of a bishop. or the history of Killaloe, see Harris’s
¢“Ware,” and ‘‘ Annals of the Four Masters,” transcribed into the first volume of
the ‘‘Clare Extracts,” pp. 335, 336, 338, 340, 341, 342, 343, 344, 345, & 346,

The well of St. Flannan, who became patron of the diocese is situated in
the east corner of Killaloe town, and N. W. of the Cathedral. His memory was
formerly celebrated at it on the 18th of December, but now it is visited on any
day the pilgrims think proper.

.{mmediately to the north of the Cathedral there is a small stone-roofed church,
or Duirtheack, not unlike St. Columkille’s house at Kells, or St. Kevin’s kitchen
at Glendalough. It measures on the outside 36 feet 4 inches in length, and
35 feet in breadth. The doorway is placed in the west gable, but I could not
ascertain its original height, as the ground is several feet raised. It is 4 feet 8
inches in width at the point where the arch springs. The height from the present
level of the ground to the vertex of the arch 1s 6n§:et. This doorway is semicir-
cular at the top, and consists of four concentric circles not unlike the doorway of
the church of Rahen, in the King’s County ; of Incha Gaill, in Lough Corrib ; and
of St. Caimin’s church on Inis Cealtra.

In the very sharp gable over this doorway is placed near the top a round-headed
window, which afforded light to the upper story. The roof is of stone, and seems
to have been very firmly constructed, but it is now much broken and overgrown
with grass and small as% trees, .

The little choir of this Duirtheack is now destroyed, but its breadth can be as-
certained from stones projecting from the east gable. The choir arch is not unlike
in form that in St. Kevin’s kitchen, but not so high, being only 8 feet 6 inches high
from the present level of the ground. Over this little choir arch, near the top of
the gable is placed a rectilineally-pointed window, not unlike those found in many
of the round towers.—Ordnance Survey of Clare, Royal Irish Academy, volii.,

9.

P i‘:"'l'his church of Kilnagallegh is the church anciently called Cill-Leockaille, and
appears to be that which is now called X#/-na g-Caillech, e.i. Cella Sanctimonialium
s. e. Church of the Nuns, situated not far from St. Senan’s church of nis Cathaigh,
in the country of Corcabaischin.

The Irish lives of St. Senan record his visit to this church the day previous to
his death, and his bequest of a relic to them for their protection.

#! This abbey was situated in the parish of Killowne (or Clareabbey), in the
barony of Islands, about two and a half miles south by west from Ennis, on the ald
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for nuns following the rule of St. Augustin, and dedicated it
to St. John the Baptist! Slaney, the daughter of Donogh
Carbreach, King of Thomond, was abbess of this nunnery,
and died A. D. 1260; she was pre-eminent in devotion, alms
deeds, and hospitality to all the women then in Munster.k

Kilshanny® In the barony of Corcumroe. The cell of
Kilshanny, alias Kilfonna, was annexed to the abbey of Cor-
cumroe.

This monastery, with all its appurtenances, mills and
fisheries, was granted to Robert Hickman.!

Quin;® called also Quint, or Quinchy, is in the barony of
Bunratty, five miles east of Ennis.

{War. mon. “Annal. Innisfal, Lodge, vol. 1, p. 251. 'Rolis.

road to Kildysart. The ruin is still in pretty good preservation, and handsomely

situated near the north-eastern extremity of the beautiful lake of Killowne, in the

Bgmeﬁq\;gsq demesne of Killowne (New Hall), the seat of W. E. A. Mac-
nnell, .

Near this abbey is a celebrated holy well, dedicated to St. John, on the eve of
whose festival it is much resorted to by the pious people of the surrounding country
as a place of pilgrimage and devotion to St. John.

Inquisition 15th May, II. King James, finds that King Henry VIIL, Ist July,
xxxv. of his relgnl,mﬁ‘ra.uted to Morrogh, Earl of Thomond, this abbey, with
three quarters and a quarter of land in this county, with all the appurte-
nances, viz., all the tithes in the parish of Killowne and Kilnekelly, worth
£13 4s. annualrent. Two parts of the tithes of Inishe and Clonrawde, containing
4 %\:.rters of land; 2 of the tithes between Bothes Clares; 2 parts of the
tithes in Kilmihil and Kilchreishe ; 2 parts of Mourghy, and the rectory thereof,
containi ?qua.rters of land ; 2 parts of the tithes of Rathkerney, and 2 parts of
the tithes of 2 quarters of land near the noulet of Awne O’Gorna, in Ballyussin.
Ch-Remem.— Archdall’s MS. Additions, Royal Irish Academy.

23 This monastery was situated in the parish of Killshanny, in the barony of Cor-
comroe, about two and a half miles nortﬁ from Ennistymon, on the road to Kilfe-
nora. It was built by Donald More O’Brien, King of Thomond, about the year
1194, under the invocation of St. Augustine, for Cistercians, and endowed with
certain lands and privileges. St. Augustine is still venerated as the patron of the
parish. The ruins are yet in good preservation, and traditionally venerated by the
people of the surrounding country. There is a holy well at no great distance on
the south side, dedicated to St. Augustine, where a patron is still held on the 28th
of August, the feast of that saint.

The traditional history of the bells of St. Augustine, which were preserved here
till very recently, constitutes, perhaps, the most interesting part of the modern
history of this place. It was generally believed that to swear falsely by the bell
of St. Augustine was immediately followed by some remarkable manifestation of
the guilt of the person who had done so, and tradition has it that some persons

ilty of having sworn falsely upon Clog naomh Augustin (or St. Augustine’s

), were known to rise from their bed on the following day with their mouth or
face painfully distorted. This bell was preserved by a poor family in the village
of Kilshanny, who were known as the hereditary keepers of St. Augustine’s bell,
and who, b e, were considered to be entitled to a certain fee for the use of
the bell and for the proper administration of the oath. Within a recent period
the bells have been removed by some agency, not well known, and may be now
seen in the collection of antiquities in the British Museum.

For a further account of these bells, see ‘¢ Kilkenny Archaeological Journal” for
the year 1852-3, p. 61-2, &c., &c.

83 This magnificent abbey was situated in the ancient territary of Clann Coillean,
or Mac Namaras of Thomond (who were its founders), in the present barony of



90 Ancient Monasteries of Ireland.

An abbey was founded here early, which was consumed
by fire A. D. 1278.™

The monastery of Quin, for Franciscan Friars, was founded
in 1402, by Sioda Cam M‘Namarra ;*® but Father Wadding
places it in the year 1350, yet at the same time he declares,
that he thinks it was more ancient.

Pope Eugene IV. granted a licence in 1433 to M‘Namarro
to place the friars of the strict observance in this monastery ;
which, as Wadding observes, was the first house of the
Franciscan order in Ireland that admitted of that reformation.°
The same year Macon Dall M‘Namarra, Lord of Clancoilean,
erected this monastery, being a beautiful strong building of
black marble; his tomb is still remaining.P

This monastery, with all the manors, advowsons, &c. of
Daveunwall, Icharve, Dounagoar, and divers others, with
the site of all the hereditaments thereof, was granted to
Sir8 Tirlagh O’Brien of Inishdyman, in fee, December 14th,
1553.4

The Roman Catholics repaired this monastery in 1604.7

Bishop Pococke thus describes its present state® “Quin is
one of the finest and most entire monasteries that I have
seen in Ireland; it is situated on a fine stream, with an ascent
of several steps to the church ; at the entrance, one is surprised
with the view of the high altar entire, and of an altar on each
side of the arch of the chancel. To the south is a chapel,
with three or four altars in it, and a very fine Gothic figure, in
relief, of some saint; on the north side of the chancel is a fine
monument of the family of the M‘Namarras of Rance, erected
by the founder; on a stone by the high altar the name of
Kennedye appears in large letters; in the middle, between
the body and the chancel, is a fine tower built on the two
gable ends. The cloister is in the usual form, with couplets
of pillars, but is particular, in having buttresses round it by

DM Geogh. ™™ Ann. Four Masters. “As quoted by Allemande. °Id. ®War.
MSS., vol: 34, p. 165. SRolls. - *Cox, wol. 2, p. 10. *Journal.

Bunratty, about five Irish miles to the east of Ennis. The ruin is still in good
preservation, and is one of the most imposing and magnificent remains of monastic
antiquity in Ireland. It is beautifully situated on a gentle slope over a small clear
stream which, in its original course, was supposed to mark the extent of the monastic
sanctuary at one side. s

The possession of this stream appears to have been much contested in times of
war. 1In the Caithreim Toirdhealbhaigh, or Wars of Thomond, we find a glowing
description of a battle fought here between the Earl De Clare and the sons of
Brian Roe O'Brien, in which the Earl s said to have taken possession of the
church of Cuincke (Quin), and to have used it as a shelter and citadel for his forces,
80 that the sons of Brian Roe O’Brien had to burn the church to the ground in
order to secure the defeat of the Ga/l (foreigner).
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way of ornament; there are apartments on three sides of it,
the refectory, the dormitory, and another grand room to the
north of the chancel, with a vaulted room under them all; to
the north of the large room is a closet, which leads through
a private way to a very strong round tower, the walls of
which are near ten feet thick. In the front of the monastery
is a building, which seems to have been an apartment for
strangers, and to the south-west are two other buildings.”

Quin ; inquisition 24th April, 4th King James, finds that
the half of a quarter of land called Keave, containing sixteen
acres, and lying on the west side of the river and jabbey of
Quin, was parcel of the demesne of the said abbey, and a mill
in the town of Quin, with the water-course, was also a parcel
thereof ; the whole of the annual value of 3s. besides reprises.

Rossbeenchoir,® near the western ocean; St. Cocca, nurse
to St. Kieran, was abbess of a nunnery here,* which is now
wholly unknown. .

Shraduffe® or Templedisert: on the 12th of March, 1611, the
site of this abbey, and the possessions thereunto belonging,

tAct, SS. p. 461.

The *“ Annals of the Four Masters” notice this battle at the year 1278 in the fol-
lowing words :—** The victory of Cuincke (Quin) was gained by Donough, son of
Brian Roe and the other sons of O’Brien over the Earl of Clare. They burned
the church of Cuincke over the heads of his people, and caused an indescribable
destruction of them, both by burning and killing;” and the editor adds (foot note n)
*“The church here referred to, was an ancient Irish one, dedicated to St. Finghin.
The great abbey of this place was not erected till the year 1402, or, according to
Ware, till 1433. See Harris’s edition of * Ware’s Antiquities,’ p. 280.”

23 The “ Annals of Innisfallen” notice this monastery as follows :—“A.D. §00,
the monastery of Rosbeanchair, in the county of Clare, was founded by St. Con-
chadh. The same year a monastery was founded at /#és/ua, in the lower Shan-
non, in the county of Clare, by St. Caimin.”

A visit to the spot would have supplied abundant evidence of the former existence
of the religious house, concerning which the author had such scanty information.

Templedisert, or the church of Dysert, is situated in the parish of Dysert (to which
it gives name), in the barony of Inchiquin, about five miles north-west from the town
of Ennis, on the road to Corofin. The ecclesiastical remains of this place consist of
a beautiful old church or monastery in ruins ; the doorway of this ruin has been
considered one of the best specimens of monastic architecture in Ireland, and stands
unshaken to the present day. It also contains the remains of a round tower
between thirty-five and forty feet high, and a large cross of hewn stone bearing the
effigy of the Patron Saint of the parish, namely, St. Monawl, whose altar of sculp-
tured stone is still preserved at this ruin, and whose name and festival are still ven-
erated in the parish of Dysert. An accurate sketch of the doorway of the ancient
venerable ruin may be seen in the ‘‘Dublin Penny Journal,” 1832-3, page 148,
from the drawings of the late lamented Dr. Petrie.

In the Petrie Collection of Ecclesiastical Antiquities, in the Museum of the
Royal Irish Academy, may be seen part of the ancient crozierof St. Monawl in two

ieces, regarding which we find the following notice in Miss Petrie’s handwriting in
er father’s Cal{ﬁogue of Antiquities :—*No. 913-914. Crozier of St. Nael or Mona-
lach, satron Saint of Dysert O’Dea ; it had been preserved in the church until pur-
by my father from an old woman who belonged to the neighbourhood of Dysert
O’Dea, and who belonged to the family of the Errenachs or hereditary keepers.”
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were granted, in fee, to Sir Edward Fisher, Knt.* This is
the only information we have that there was a religious
house here.

9 Rolls.

This place is now commonly called Dysert O'Dea from its having been the terri-
torial residence of the ancient Dalcasian sept of that name, (who were chiefs of the
Cinel Fearmaic in Thomond, and whose castle stands in ruins at a short distance to
the north-west of the old church, but it was also called Disert Tola, i. e., St. Tola’s
desert. Lanigan in his Ecdlesiastical History of Ireland, vol. iii., p. 171, and p.
173, notes 105, 106, 107, in his notice of St. Tola and Disert Tola, appears to
mistake the person and the place. He says :—‘¢ This Saint (Tola) was of the illus-
té‘ious family of Galengi in the Queen’s County,” and places Disert Tola in the King’s

ounty.

Theycopy of O’Clery’s Book of Genealogies of the Saints of Erin, preserved in
the College of St. Isidore, in Rome, shows that he was not of the family of the
* Galengi” of Leinster, but a Munsterman, and a kindred branch of the Dalcass, at
the head of whose territory Disert-Tola is situated. This book gives his genealogy
as follows :—¢“ Tula, of Disert-Tula, son of Donchadh, son of Earbroinn, son
of Garbann, son of Senach, son of Muireadach, son of Failglinn, son of Broccan,
son of Carbmac, son of Taidg, son of Cian, son of Oilioll Olum,” &c.

This is sufficient to establish Dr. Lanigan’s error as to the family of St. Tola.
To identify the place called Disert Tola we have only to consult the proper autho-
rities. The folYowing note from the Felire Aenguis in the Leabrka Breac at the
Feast of St. Tola is conclusive enough on the subject :—

*“Tola the pious from Disiurt Tola in the upper part of Dal g-Cais, and from Enach
Dairen in Uibh Failge.” Felire Aenguis, 3oth K‘larch.

The following extracts from the *‘Annals of the Four Masters,” at the year
A.D. 1589, confirm this %ssa.ge, and leave no doubt as to the position and
antiquity of Disert-Tula or Disert O'Dea :—A.D. 1589. ** Dermot Oge, the son of
Dermot, son of Denis, son of Dermot, son of Conor, Bishop of Limerick, son of
Morough an Dana, O’'Dea, died and was buried in his own town of Disert Tola, in
the cantred of Kinel-Fearmaic,-in the upper part of Dal g-Cais.”

The Conor O’Dea, Bishop of Limerick, above-mentioned, *‘succeeded in the year
1400, resigned the see in 1420; and died in 1434. See Harris's edition of Ware’s
Bishops p. 507, where this bishop is mentioned under the name of Cornelius O'Dea.”

O'Dea’s castle stands in ruins a short distance to the north-west of
St. Tola's church. This castle is mentioned in the description of the county of
Clare, written in 1585, and now preserved in the Manuscript Library of Trinity
College, Dublin, E. 2, 14, as the residence of Donell Mael O’Dea. See ‘‘Annals of
the Four Masters,” A.D. 1589, n. z. and A.D. 1598 n. w.

This glace has been celebrated in history as the scene of the memorable battle of
Dysert O’Dea. fought on the toth May, 1 318, by the Dal g-Cais of Thomond against
Richard De Clare and his army. This battle forms one of the finest episodes in the
Caithreim Toirdhealbkaigh, or History of the wars of Thomond, written by Magrath,
the Historian of Thomond, who was alive when the battle was fought, and probably
an eye-witness of what he has so eloquengly described.

In this battle of Dysart O’Dea, Richard De Clare was slain by Conor O’Dea,
and his son fell at the same time by the hand of Feidhlim O’Conor of Corcomroe,
and four of his bravest knights, namely, Sir Henry De Capel, Sir Thomas De Naas,
Sir James De Cantelon (Condon), Sir John De Cantelon and other noble chiefs,
and the flower of his army, fell by the broad blades of the Dal g-Cais, and
the remnant of De Clare’s army, dispirited at the fall of their leaders, gave
way on all sides and were pursued by the Dalcassian troops to the castle
of Bunratty, the stronghold and residence of De Clare. When the news of
the death of her husband and son reached De Clare’s wife at Bunratty, we are in-
formed that she abandoned the castle, set fire to the place, and took a final farewell
of the country, and that none of her descendants ever came back to claim it, and
since the memorable battle of Dysert O’Dea we find no mention of the name of
De Clare in the Annals of Thomond.
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Six-Mile-Bridge,® called in Irish Abhuinn O’'Gearna, from
the river Gearna, which runs from thence to the Shannon.
There was a chapel, or vicarial house, near to this town,
which did belong to the Dominicans of Limerick, but of this
there are now no remains.”

Tomgrany, ™ Three or four miles east of Lough Derg. An
abbey was founded here early.

A.D. 735. Died the abbot St. Manchin.”

747. Died the abbot Conell.®

791. Died the abbot Cathnia O’'Guary.*

886. The abbey was plundered.b

949. It received the same treatment.°

964. Cormac O’Killeen, a man famous for his learning and
good works, died this year; he was abbot of Tuaimgrene

¥ Burke, p. 213. X Was called anciently Tuaimgraine. Y Act. SS. p. 332.
SM-Geogh. *Id. > Tr. Th. p, 634. °/d. .

¢ This important battle,” says O'Donoghue in his Memoir of the O’Briens, ‘‘was
fought on the roth May, 1318, besides establishing on a secure basis thenceforward
the power of the O’Briens as sovereigns of Thomond, and expelling from its bor-
ders the issue of Thomas De Clare, who, to the weakness of a title depending merely
on the sword, had added the crime of murder, conceived in perfidy, if not sacrilege.”
We are informed that, ‘‘previous to the banquet from which Brian Roe was hastily
dragged to be torn between horses, by Thomas De Clare, he and Brien had, in
token of greater confidence, partaken of the same holy sacrament, the consecrated
host being divided in two parts for the purpose.”—See the celebrated Remonstrance
::l)m Popz John XXII., from O’Neil, in ‘Fordun’s Scottish Chron.,” Lib. 12,

p. 26.
So great was the resentment of the Dal g-Cais against the De Clares, that the
body of Richard, the father, was cut into minute pieces. =~ Pembridge confirms
-this statement, but adds that the remains were interred in the church of the Friars
Minors in Limerick. See ¢ O’Donoghoe’s Memoir of the O’Briens,” Chap. ix.,
pp- 127-128, n. 22.—See Cathreim Tvirdhealbhaig (Wars of Thomond) A.D. 1318,
16 This abbey was situated on the river O'Garney in the present town of Six-Mile-
Bridge, situatedy rtly in the parish of Kilfentenan, barony of Bunratty, but chiefly
in the parish of Kilfinaghty, barony of Tulla, six Irish miles N.W. by West from
Limerick on the old road to Ennis.
Abhan O’g-Cearnaigh, now the river O’Garney, which gives name to this village
(called in Irish ‘‘Droicheat Abhain O'g-Cearnaigh,” or the bridge of the O'Garney
river), rises near Broadford in Glenomra, flows throughthe village of Six-Mile-Bridge,
and discharges itself into the Shannon at Bunratty. This river was originally called
the Rait, gen. Raite, hence Bunvraitte or Bunratty, and derived its present name of
O’Garney from the territory of Ui-g-Cearnaigh through which it flows.
See “Annals of the Four Masters,” A.D. 1564, p. 1600. n. o. and Ordnance Map
of Clare, sheet 52.
27 A.D. 1026, Conall Ua Cillene, successor of Cronan of Tuaim Greine, was abbot.
A.D, 1031. Mac Dealbhaeth, successor of Cronan of Tuaim Greine, died.
A.D. 1093. Ailill Ua Niallain, Tanist, abbot of Cluain Mic Nois, died. The
successor of Cronan of Tuaim Greine, and the successor of Colman of Cill Mic Duach.

A.D. 1098. Macraith Ua Flathen, successor of Ciaran, and Cronan of Tuaim
Greine, died on his pilgrimage at Acha-bo ; he was of the tribe of Ui Fiachrach-
Fella.

The following unpublished notice of the history of the parish and church of
Tomgrany is found in the Ordnance Survey of Clare, in the Library of the Royal
Irish Academy :—

““This parish is situated near the N. E, extrcmity of the county of Clare, and
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and of Roscommon, he was also both abbot and bishop of
Clonmacnois; and built the church and steeple of this
abbey.4

1002. Died the abbot Dungal, he was the son of Beoan.®

1027. Brien Borombh, the famous monarch of Ireland,
repaired the steeple about this time.!

1078. Died the abbot Cormac Hua Beain.8

1084. O'Ruark of Breffiny reduced this abbey to ashes,

dAct. SS. p. 107, 360. ¢/d. p. 257. !Keating. FAct. SS.p. 361

is bounded on the west and north by the parish of Feakle ; on the east by the
parishes of Moyno and Ogonnello ; on the south by part of the latter and Kilno,
and on the west by the parish of Feakle.

‘“The name of this parish is written in all the ancient Irish authorities Zwaim
Greine, and explained in the ¢ Yellow Book of Lecan,’ and in the ¢Lismore MS.!
as signifying the fumulus of Grian, the daughter of Borb na Binne, who was
drowned in Lowugh Greine. The same legend is vividly remembered in the country,
but horribly deformed. The lady Gréian, who was also called Gille Greinne, or
Candor Solis, i. e. the Brightness of the Sun, was a far-famed beauty who flourished
here at a period unknown to chronology, but like Venus, she was of unnatural
origin, and when told of this she became sad and cheerless, and at once
determined on self-destruction. She cast herself into a lake in Sliabk Echighe,
in which she was immediately drowned. When her fair body floated it was
carried by the stream flowing from this lake in a south-eastern direction and cast
up on the land upon the margin of a wood called by posterity from that circum-
stance Daire Greine, i. e. Roberetum Gryncae, where it was found by her friends,
who interred it at a place not far distant, and raised over it a tumulus,
to which they and posterity gave, and continue to give, the name of
Tuaim Greine, i. e. the tumulus of Grian. This is the local explanation of the
word, and it is as true as any other legend etymology and conjecture could invent
to account for it.

¢ The only other explanation which could be offered, is to suppose that Zuaim
Greine signifies the mount of the suz, and that it received that appellation from a
colony of Heliolators or Grionalators formerly established in this wild district; unless
we suppose that it simply means susu-mount, i.e, the sunny kill, or human sepul-
ture, and this latter is lil:ely to be as true as any other, as we have millions of nice
little names derived from ¢clear spring,” or shady grove, or SUNNY HILL, so that
if we reject the explanation of the name Zwaim Greine preserved by written and
oral tradition, we must onlyinvent a little etymological FABLE to account for itina
new and /earned manner.

“A monastery was founded here at an early period by St Cronan, who was vene-
rated there as the patron, and whose Coarbs the abbots of Zuarm Greine were
called; but no life of him has been published by Colgan, nor discovered by the
investigators of Irish hagiology employed on the Ordnance Survey of Ireland.

‘““‘According to the Irish Calendar collected from various sources by the Four
Masters, his memory was celebrated on the 19th of October, under which his life is
certainly given in Colgan’s MSS., which were in Louvain about one hundred years
ago. Till the life of St. Cronan of Zwaim Greine be discovered, no chronological
calculation can be made of the time at which an ecclesiastical establishment was
first placed at Zwaim Greine.

*¢ For the annals of Zwuaim Greine, see Archdall’s «“ Monasticon,” p. §5, copy in
the Royal Irish Academy, and ‘‘ Annals of the Four Masters,” at the years A.D.
735, 744, 747, 789, 1002, 1026, 1031, 1078, 1084, 1093, 1100, 1164, 1185, 1485.

¢ Colgan has published a passage relating to this place in his Acta SS. (under,
chapter 1. of the appendix to the life of St. Cormac, Bishop of A¢%- Truim), which
he gives as from the *“ Annals of the Four Masters,” A.D. 964, but which is not to be
found in the copy published by Doctor O’Conor, nor in any copy to which we have
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but the fate he merited soon overtook him, for he fell by the
troops of Thomond.k

1164. This abbey was put into the same miserable state
this year.!

1170. It was plundered again about this timeX

Tomgrany is now a parish church.

b 7d. and O'Halloran, vol. 2, p. 294. ' Act. SS. p. 634. *1d.

access in Dublin.  This passage is of great value, and cannot be a fabrication
of Colgan, though it is probable that he has quoted the wrong Annals,* It runs
thus :—

us ::

“A.D. 964, Cormac O'Killeen, Coarb of the Saints Kiaran, Coeman, and Cro-
nan, bishop sage, a man of great age, who erected the church of Zwaim Greine,
together with its tower, died.

‘It is to be lamented that we have not the original Irish of this passage, as it
would show that a Cloig Teach (round toiver) was erected at Zuaim Greine, in the
third quarter of the tenth century. This passage must be looked for in the more
ancient original Annals.

It will further appear from a passage given by Keatinge in the reign of Brian
Borombh, that the tower of Tuaim Greine was not built for the first time in the Abbacy
of Cormac O’Killeen, but rebuilt or repaired, as can be inferred from the words
employed, Cloigtheach Thuama Greine do athnuadkadh le Brian, i.e. *The round
tower of Zuaim Greine was renewed by Brian,” This ﬁassage can be easily reconciled
with the one published by Colgan, for the fact was that Saint Cronan’s little tower,
which had been shattered by lightning at various periods, and patcheq_up as often,
was no longer large or strong enough to answer the purposes of the monastery,
which had in the course of three or four centuries sprung up at Zuaim Greine, and
Brian thought proper to extend his patronage to the aged abbot to have it rebuilt.
The antiquary Ea.s to lament that even the site of this tower is not now known at
Zuaim Grene.

“The present church of Zuaim Greineis of no antiquity, and there is nothing there
by which the antiquarian can be interested but a rude castle, which was built by
the O’Grady’s, hereditary kerenacks of Tuaim Greine, and lords of the territory of
Hy Donghaile, in which it is situated. This castle is mentioned in the College list
of the castles of Thomond, as belonging to Edmond O’Grady, who had ancther
castle at Moyno, and another at Scariffe.

* The little town of Scariffe, which is shewn on the Down survey as a village even
then of some importance, belongs to this parish. It is mentioned in the * Annals of
the Four Masters” at the year A.D. 1598, as a castle taken from the Attorney of
the Bishop of Meath's son (Brady) by Taidg O'Brien. It is also mentioned in the
same Annals at the year 1564. The holy well of Saint Cronan, the patron of
Tuaim Greine, is situated in the centre of the townland of Currakyle.—Your obe-
dient servant,

Joun O’DoNovaN.”

® The Irish text of this passage is found in the * Chronicum Scotorum.” The
translation is as follows: —

“ A.D. 964, Cormac Ua Cillin, of the Uib Fiachrach Aidhne, Comarb of Ciaran
and of Coman, and Comarb of Tuaim Grene; and it was by him the great church
of Tuaim Grene was built and its Cloightech (round tower). Sapiens et senex, et
Episcopus, quievit in Christo.

Sce also Petrie’s “ Round Towers,” p. 375.
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Abbey Makon! near Timoleague, in the barony of Barryroe,
and close to the shore of the bay of Court M‘Sherrie ; the
monks of the Cistertian order founded an abbey here at their
own expense; the Lord Barry endowed it with eighteen
plowlands, which constitute the parish of Abbey Mahon ; but
the building was never finished, for the suppression of monas-
teries taking place, those lands were seized by the crown.
The walls of the church are yet standing. This house has been
mistaken for that of de Sancto Mauro, alias de Fonte vivo.!

Abbey Shrowry ;2 To the west of Skibbereen, in the barony
of Carbury. Here are the ruins of a parish church, which is
said to have been a religious house, but nothing appears of
it in our authors.™

Ballybeg ® a small walk from Buttevant, in the barony of
Orrery and Kilmore. Philip de Barry founded a priory here
for regular canons following the rule of St. Augustin, and
dedicated it to St. Thomas, the favourite saint of that age ;
he endowed it in the year 1229, in remembrance of which, his
equestrian statue in brass was erected in the church. David,
his grandson, enlarged the revenues belonging to the priory
in the year 1235, and was made a Knight, but was killed in
the year 1262

David de Cardigan was prior in the reign of King Henry
II1. and John de Barry in the following reign.°

The possessions belonging to this house were, in the 16th
year of Queen Elizabeth, granted for the term of 21 years to

Y Smith’s Cork, vol. 1., p. 253. ™ Smith’s Cork, vol. 1, p. 281. *® Lodge, vol. 1,
£-194, 195. ° King, p. 218.

!Abbey Mahon—The ruins of Abbey Mahon are close to the bay of Court Mac
Sherry, in the parish of Abbey Mahon, in the barony of Ibane and Barryroe, to
which it gives name. It is one mile and a half E. S. E. from Timolea%ue, in the
County of Cork. This parish is situated on the north-west side of Court Mac
Sherry bay on the south coast. It formerly constituted part of the i
of Lisle, from which it was separated on the erection of an abbey by some Cis-
tertian monks, which stood close to the shore, and was endowed by Lord Barry
with eighteen ploughlands, but was not entirely complete at the general suppres-
sion of monasteries when its possessions were scized by the crown and granted to
the Boyle family, and are still the property of the Earl of Shannon.

3 Abbey Shrewry was situated in the parish of Abbey Shrewry, on the northem
bank of the river Ilen, one mile west of Skibbereen, in the eastern division of the
barony of West Carbery, in the county of Cork. This parish is situated near
the southern coast on the road from Cork to Baltimore, and is intersected by the
river Ilen, on the north of which may be seen the ruins of this religious house
from which it took its name.

3 Ballybeg—The venerable remains of this monastery, known as the Abbey of
St. Thomas, are situated on the river Awbeg, about one mile from Buttevant, in
the parish of Ballybeg, in the barony of Orrery and Kilmore, county of Cork.
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Mary, XXXV. Henry VIII., thé abbot was found seized of his
priory with a cemetery and certain buildings on the site, con-
taining ore acre, annual value besides reprises, 6s. 84., also
sixty acres of arable land, of the small measure, and forty of
pasture, being the demesne lands of the priory, annual value,
besides reprises, 40s. ; one hundred and twenty acres in the
said townland, annual value, besides reprises, 60s.; and the
following rectories appropriated to the said prior :—Ballybeg,
annual value, besides reprises, £4 ; Kilkerran, Ardsoyll, and
Rathbarry, annual value, besides reprises, 100s. ; Ballycloghie
and Ballycastell, annual value, besides reprises, £7 ; Druse-
mallyny, in MacWilliam’s country, annual value, besides
reprises, £6; Carryketwohill, annual value, besides reprises,
£6 ; Castlebeghan, annual value, besides reprises, £6 ;
Kylcarryhyn, annual value, besides reprises, 20s. ; Killnemal-
laghe, annual value, besides reprises, £8; and Rossaghe,
Downeraghill, and Cahirdowgan, annual value, £6; all sterling
money. The said lands and rectories lie in the county of Cork.

Inquisition, 5th February, III. James I, finds that, 28th
April, XVI. Elizabeth, a grant for a term of years was made
to George Bourcher, Esq., of this priory and the demesne
thereof, with certain lands in the town of Ballybeg; as also the
rectories of Ballybeg, Ballikeran, Ardhoile, and Rathbarry,
Ballyclogh and Ballycastell, Crustmalyny in MacWilliam’s
country, Carricktwohill, Castlebechin, Kill . . Kilnemal-
lagh, Rosseghe, Downeragill, and Chairdowgan, in the counties
of Cork and Mayo. To hold the same at the annual rent of
£41 10s. Irish money.

David de Cardigan was prior in the reign of King Henry
II1. and John de Barry in the following reign.°

The possessions belonging to this house were, in the 16th
year of Queen Elizabeth, granted for the term of 21 years to
George Bourchier, Esq., who forfeited the same by non-pay-
ment of the rent ;P those lands and tithes were granted in
trust to Sir Daniel Norton, for the wife of Sir Thomas Norris,
president of Munster, and were found, in the year 1622, to
be of the yearly value of £260.9

Of this abbeythere yet remaintheeastwindowand the steeple,
which is a strong building, and by the holes in the vaulted roof
it appears that they had a chime of bells; the traces of the
foundation, with an high tower a considerable way to the south-
west, prove it to have been a truly magnificent structure.r

Ballymacadane ;* four miles from the city of Cork, on the

° King, p. 218. P King, p. 218. 3 Smith, vol. 1, pp. 323, 324. *1d.

$ Ballymacadane.—** Inquisition 1st June, XXX. Queen Elizabeth, finds that the
two carrucates of land called Ballimackedane and Bally Ildy, adjacent to this abbey
H
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high road to Bandon; Cormac M‘Carthy, the son of Teige,
surnamed Laidir, about the year 1450, founded an abbey
here for nuns following the rule of St. Augustin ;* though
others say it was founded for friars.* Part of the walls of
the building still remain.® . :

“Inquisition 12th January, XXXIII. Elizabeth, finds that
this religious fouridation, with a carucate of land called Balle-
macydane, and half a carucate called Ballelikye, adjoining the
said monastery, were of the annual value, besides reprises, of
10s. 9d. Irish money.”

“Inquisition 7th*March, XXVII. Elizabeth, finds that the
abbey of Ballyvaggadan, in Barret’s country, containing two
carucates of land, was in the possession of Cormac MacDerby,
and of the annual value, beside reprises, of 10s. Irish money.”

Ballynoe; in the barony of Kilnataloon, and two miles south
of Knockmourne ; there are large ruins of an ancient building
here, said to have been a religious house."®

Ballyvourney,*® or the Town of the Beloved; is a small
village six miles west of Macroomp, in the barony of Muskerry.

St. Abban, who lived to a very great age, and died A.D.
650, built a nunnery at Burneach, in Muscragiamitin, and
presented it to St. Gobnata, who was descended from Conor
the Great, monarch of Ireland; her patron day is February
14th ;¥ the church, which is dedicated to her, is 104 feet in
length and 24 in breadth, and the steeple seems nodding
to its fall.*

Bantry®" a decayed town on the bay of that name, which

s Smith, vol. 1, p. 179, and Map. * War. Mon. © Smith supr. = Smith, vol. 1,
2. 161, *[s also called Husneagh and Borneagh. ¥ Act. §S. pp. 315,622, * Smith,
vol. 1, p. 193. *Was called anciently Ballygobbin.

and with their appurtenances belonged thereto, and were of the annual value of
3s. 44., and that Felemy Mac Owen, and other friars of the Order of St. Francis,
were in possession thereof, and that the tithes of the said lands belonged to the
rectory of Iniskynie in this county.”

8 Ballynoe.—This is probably represented by the large ruin to be seen a little to
the south-east of the village of Ballynoe, supposed to have been the ruins of a
religious house founded by Knights Hospitallers, to whom the place anciently be-
longed. This place is also called Knockmourne.

8 Ballyvourncy.—Of the conventual church of Ballyvourney, some very extensive
and interesting ruins still remain. In one of the walls is a head carved in stone
which is regarded with much veneration. Near this is a holy well much resorted
to on the 11th of February, the festival of St. Gobnata, the patroness, and also
on Whit Monday, and near the well is a large stone with a circular basin or font,
rudely excavated, the water from which is held sacred.—See *‘Smith’s History
of Cork,” vol. i., p. 185.

7 Bantry.—According to the ‘‘ Annalsof the Four Masters,” the monastery of Bantry
was built by O’Sullivan in the year A.D. 1320. The MS. History of the Franciscan
Order in Ireland adds: ‘“ The building of the Convent of Bantry, in the diocese
of Ross, was begun about the year 1320, and it was reformed by Father David
Harly in the year 1432. When persecution arose it was seized on by the English
in the year 1508, two of the friars being killed, and the rest obliged to fly for their
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gives name to the barony; Dermot O’Sullivan Beare built a
beautiful small monastery on the sea-shore near this town, for
conventual Franciscan Friars, in the year 1320, and died in
the year 1466.> It is now wholly demolished* S

Inquisition 12th January, XXXIII. Queen Elizabeth, finds
that this religious foundation, with its appurtenances and a
watermill near the monastery, were of the annual value of 12d.

Bridgetown® on the river Blackwater, in the barony of
Fermoy. Alexander, the son of Hugh, founded a priory here,
in the reign of King John, which he endowed and dedicated
to the Virgin Mary, and supplied it with regular canons from
the priory of Newtown, in the county of Meath, and the abbey
of St. Thomas in Dublind King Edward I. granted a con-
firmation of the endowment made by Alexander.® The family
of Roche contributed largely to the possessions of this priory.

In the year 1375, King Edward III. directed his writ to the
bishops and commons to elect chosen persons, who were
immediately to repair to England, there to treat, consult,
and agree with his Majesty and council, as well touching the
government of this kingdom, as for the aid and support of the
war his Majesty was then engaged in. Thomas, the prior of
Bridgetown, was one of the persons appointed on this impor-
tant business.!

Opposite the high altar is a ruined tomb of the founder.
The priory was pleasantly situated at the very confluence of
the rivers Awbeg and Blackwater, which glide through a deep
rocky glen opposite to the ruins.®

Brigowne® one mile east of Mitchelstown, in the barony of
Clongibbons. St. Abban founded Brighgobban, which was
once a considerable place, and called a city? There yet

® War. Mss., vol. 34, War. Mon. ©Is called in Irisk Ballindroghed. 4 Monast,
Angl., vol. 2, p. 1045. °Jd. tAyloff's Calendar of ancient Charters, p. 452.
8 Smith, vol. 1, . 349. PAct. SS., p. 627.

lives. Subsequently, Daniel O’Sullivan, Earl of Beerhaven, having driven out the
English in the year 1602, partially destroyed it lest it should again become a strong-
hold of the enemy, promising, at the same time, to rebuild it as soon as possible.
This, however, he never was able to accomplish, for he was obliged to fly into
Snain, and there met an early death.”

"8 Brigpwne—The following passage from the “‘Irish Life of Saint Abban,”
Younder of Brigobban (Brigowne), shows that he founded and consecrated several
other churches in this district, and that he deposited a copy of the Liturgy of the
holy church in each of them ; he had at this time returned from Rome, having
founded several churches on the Continent on his homeward journey. The passage
is as follows :—

* Aban returned into Erin, bearing the blessing of those multitudes with him.
Aban went into Connaught and founded three noble churches there, and he then
returned into Criock Eackack Coincinn, in Criock Corca Duibhne, and he blessed
(consecrated) Boirnech and he gave it to Gobnaid ; and he blessed Cill Aithfe on
Magh Concin, and he gave it to Fionan; and Fionan foretold the coming of Aban
some years before his birth, He blessed Cul Cullaing and Brigoban, and Cill
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remain at Brigowne the walls of a church, built of large
blocks of a very fine freestone, brought with much labour
from the mountains, and the ruins of a round tower, which we
are informed fell about the year 1720. This church is sup-
posed by some to have been erected by St. Finchu; his staff
was kept here as an holy relique, and the adjacent country
people used to swear upon it! His festival is observed here
November 25th.k

Buttevant® in the barony of Orrery and Kilmore, was an

L Smith, vol. 1, p. 353. * Calendar, vet.

Cruimpir, and Cill-na.-Marb, and he blessed Cluain Aird Mobecoc, and Cluain
Fionnglaise, and he left Becan there, and he left the office of the holy church in
every church of them.” —‘ Life of Saint Aban O’C. MS., C.U.L” p. 54.

Regarding the round tower which once adorned this very ancient town, Father
Smiddy thus writes :—

¢ It must be admitted that, in not a few instances, human hands have assisted
the elements in obliterating all vestiges of many round towers. This was the
case with res‘rect to the Round Tower of Roscarbery, of which not a trace now
remains ; and also with regard to the round tower which stood near the Church
of St. Finbarr, in the city of Cork. In the year 1720, a violent storm threw down
the Round Tower of Brigowne, near Mitchelstown, leaving standing of it only a
fragment or stump about fifteen feet high from the base. In that state it continued
till about fifty years ago, when this fragment was taken down, and the stones used
in the erection of a new glebe-house or parsonage in its immediate neighbourhood.
The kef)"l-sstone or lintel over the door, which had on it an inscribed cross, the work-
men refused to take away ; and that is either buried in the adjoining cemetery, or
perhaps, forms there now the footstone of an unknown grave. St. Finneachan,
or Finchu, was, at an early period, bishop and abbot of Brigowne. His staff or
crozier was kept there for ages as a venerable relic ; and, of himself, there is in the
ancient Book of Lismore, a curious biography, replete, according to the taste of
the age in which it was written, with legends, wonders, and supernatural incidents,
Finncu means the fair kero or warrior, a name which, probably, he obtained
because, as this record of his life states, he had often, even on the battle-field, per-
sonally assisted his friends in the cause of right against might. The site of his
monastery was called Bruighe-amhane, which means the fleld or farm of the river.
Though the round tower and monastery have disappeared, the ruins of the old
church are still standing there, and the memory of Finneachan himself lives
distinct and undying in the local traditions of the people.”—(‘‘The Round
Towers,” &c., page 195).

All Irish scholars will not agree with the learned writer as to his explanation
of the name Brigowne. Mr. Joyce, in his ‘‘Irish Names,” &c., page 356, gives
a different derivation :—*‘“ B»7 (he says), signities a hill or rising ground, the
same as the Scotch word Brae. Brigowne, a village near Mitchelstown, in
Cork, once a celebrated ecclesiastical establishment, where are still to be seen the
remains of a very ancient church and round tower, is called in Irish Bri-gobhuns,
i.e., the hill of the smith. In our present names, this word does not occur very
often : it is found simply in the form of Sre, in Donegal, Monaghan, and Wexford ;
while in Tyrone, it takes the name of Zrigk.” Gibson in his ‘“ History of Cork,” |
I1., 468, gives u still less plausible origin for this name. * The parish may have
derived its ancient name from the mountain stream or river Sregvg, of which
Spenser speaks.” 1t seems to me that as St. Abban has been from time immemorial
the patron of this place, its name might easily be explained as Brigh-Abhaun, i.c.,
¢“the hill of St. Abban.”

9 Buttevant.—Inquisition 3rd of St. Hilary, XXXI. Elizabeth, finds that a grant
was made to David Barry, Viscount, of this friary, at the annual rent of 36s. 84.
Irish, but that the same was forfeited by non-payment of the rent.

Buttevant is situated in the parish of that name, in the barony of Orrery and
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ancient corporation, governed by a mayor and aldermen, but
is now gone to decay. David Oge Barry, Lord Buttevant,
founded a monastery here in A.D. 1290, for conventual
Franciscans, and dedicated it to St. Thomas the martyr! But
this foundation must have been earlier than the time here
set down ; for we find that William Barry, in the year 1273,
granted the whole church of Cathirdusgan to the prior of

1 King, p. 136. War. Mon., Lodge, vol. 1, p. 196.

Kilmore, in a beautiful and fertile country at the foot of the Ballyhowra mountains,
and on the banks of the Awbeg (7.c., little river), about 22 miles N.W. from Cork.
Here, too, are the remains of a sumptuous ruin of the ancient abbey of Buttevant,
picturesquely situated on the steep bank of the river Awbeg. See an interesting
sketch of this historic place in ¢ Smith's History of Cork,” p. 112, &c.

Buttevant derives its present name from the Norman war-cry of the Barrys—

‘¢ Boutes en avant '—it was in olden times called Ki/nemullagh, as we learn from
the poet Spenser :

‘“ To Buttevant, where spreading forth at large,
It ﬁiveth name unto that aupcient cittie,
Which Kilnemullah cleped is of old.”

In many ancient documents, however, it is also called Botkaus, and in Latin,
Bothonia. The *‘ Annals of the Four Masters” fix, with accuracy, the foundation
of the monastery for the Friars Minors here : ** A.D. 12§I. A monastery was erected
at Kilnamullagh, in the diocese of Cork, by the Barry; and it was afterwards
selected as the burying place of the Barrys.” Though Buttevant has now dwindled
to a village, it was formerly a walled and corporate town ; and to judge from its
ruins, must have been of considerable importance. The Barrys ruled here with
regal splendour, and almost with royal power. Such a centre was it become of
gieety, that Smith writes: *‘This whole town formerly seems to have

n an assemblage of churches and religious houses” (History of Cork, i., 315),
and it merited from Borlase the eulogy, that it was ‘‘an old nest of abbots
and friars.” Ward, in his ** MS. History,” gives the following account of the
Franciscan Convent of Buttevant : ‘It was built in 1251, and was placed under
the care of the Superior of Cork in 1260. In the reign of Queen Elizabeth the
friars were several times driven away from it, and some of them were arrested and
thrown into prison. All the buildings, with the exception of the church, were
ruined, and that was preserved on account of the tombs of the nobility there
buried, but all the images were broken. Still some of the friars continued to
reside there, partly in the conventual buildings or their ruins, and partly in the
neighbourhood.”

Wadding also writes regarding this place :—‘* Buttefania, or Buttevania : by
Pisanus it is corruptly called Bachonia, and by Rodulphus, Bathonia. The town
was formerly large and frequented, now it is reduced and poor. Two illustrious
families, the Barrys and Lombards, had their residence there. Some say that the
convent was erected by the Barrys, others by the Prendergasts : but I think it was
by the Barrys, whose magnificent tomb was erected in the middle of the choir,
and whose whole family always evinced their piety towards our Order. In the
church are many sepulchres of nobles. It is wonderful with what care the friars
have repaired some of the ruins of this convent.” In the crypt is an immense
collection of bones and skulls, which are popularly supposed to be the remains of
those who fell in the sanguinary battle of Knockninoss on the 13th of November,
1647. Among those who were slain on this occasion was the famous MacAlistair
MacDonnell, surnamed Colkitto. It is said, however, that a great portion of
these human bones were brought to this church from the ancient abbey of Ballybeg,
about half a mile distant, by a farmer who got possession of the abbey-land and
graveyard, and who was justly solicitous to deposit such remains in consecrated
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Buttevant.™ Some are of opinion that this house owed its
origin to one of the family of Prendergast, but the monument
of the Barrys being in the centre of the choir, confirms to
them the honour of this foundation.”

A.D. 1306. David was prior.°

1311. John FitzRichard was prior.P

1318. Thomas was prior.d

1330. William Ketche was warden.”

1342. John Fitz-Richard, the prior, was indicted, with some
of his brethren, for assaulting John Reynolds in the city of
Dublin, and imprisoning the said Reynolds ; the Sheriff was
ordered to take Fitz-Richard into custody to answer the said
offence ; in the same term, Reynolds sued the said prior for
a debt of 100 shillings, for which he was also attached.®

About the middle of the last century the following inscrip-
tion was visible on an ancient stone in the wall of the chapter
house :— :

“Philippe de la Chapelle gist ici Dieu de s’ aime ay mercy.”*
The walls of the choir and nave, with several other buildings, .
including the steeple, which is an high square tower, erected
on a fine Gothic arch, are yet entire; to the south is the
chapel of the Virgin Mary; which, with the monastery,
forms a picturesque ruin. On the north side of the monas-
tery stands a ruined tower called Cullin, said to have been
erected by one of the Earls of Desmond, who retired thither."
There were some fine paintings in fresco on the walls of this
monastery, and a few of their remains are still visible.¥

This house was repaired by the Roman Catholics in the
year 1604.*

Nunnery —Near the monastery stands another ruin, which
is said to have been a nunnery, under the invocation of St.
Owen, or St. John the Baptist ;¥ but we can find no account
whatsoever either of its foundation or order.

™ King, p. 136. ® Wadding, vol. 5, p.10. ° King, p.315. Pld. p.136. /d.
P 137 T/d p. 316. *1d. p. 136. * War. Mss., vol. 34, p. 159.  Smith, vol.
1, pp. 320, 321. ™ O°Halloran, Int., p. 119. * Cox, vol. 2, p. 10. ¥ Smith, vol.
1, 2. 32L .

ound. Inthe south gable of the transept is a slab with the inscription :— ¢ Pray

or the souls of Maurice Fitzgerald, Esq., of Castleishen, of the house of Desmond,
who died the 16th day of September, in the year 1726, and Dame Helena Butler,
his wife, of the house of Ormond, who died in the year 1721, whose bodies are
deposited in this vault along with their ancestors, until the resurrection of the dead,
with Christ our Lord.” To the south-west of the friary, and about thirty yards
from it, stands a square tower, which is described by Smith as being called Cullin,
and as having been built by an earl of Desmond. Itis at present traditionally
known as *‘ Caislane Caoimhin,” and appears to have originally formed part of the
conventual buildings. It is now built into and connected with the Catholic parish

church, which is deservedly reckoned among the handsomest parochial structures
in the south of Ireland.
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Cape Clear Island®™ is the most southern part of Ireland and
contains twelve ploughlands; on the north-west point stands
a castle built on a rock in the sea, and called Dunanore; to
the east of which is the cove of Tra Kieran, or St. Kieran’s
strand, where we find a pillar of stone, with a cross rudely
cut towards the top, supposed to have been the work of that
Saint; this stone is held in great veneration by an incredible
number of pilgrims. who assemble round it every sth of
March, on which day his festival is celebrated ; a church in
ruins under the invocation of St. Kieran adjoins this pillar.?

St. Comgall, a disciple of St. Finbarr, was abbot of
Inisdoimhle, and we meet with a St. Killian, who was
abbot here.c

820, 823, and 851. This island suffered from many de-
vastations.®

953. Died the abbot Dunlang, son of O’Dunagan.?

g60. The island was again despoiled.td

Carigiliky ; In the parish of Miros in West Carbery. Here
are the foundations of some extensive ruins, with a large
cemetery ; this probably was the site of the abbey of Maure
or of the Clear Spring, which was founded A.D. 1172, by
Dermot M‘Cormac M‘Carthy, King of Desmond, who sup-
plied it with Cistercian Monks from the abbey of Baltinglass;®
some writers place this foundation three years earlier.!

A.D. 1252. Patrick was abbot.8

1291. The abbot sued Doyenald O’Maythan for a messuage
and four carucates of land in Ardocherys.b

1519. The abbot John Imurily was made bishop of Ross in
this year.!

sth December, 30th Queen Elizabeth, this abbey with its
appurtenances in the towns of Maure, Leshinau, Curraghenin,
Lehenaugh, le Graunge, le Garnans, le Curragh, Ardgehan,

8 Was ealled anciently Inisdaimhle and Inis Uladk, that is, Insula Ulidiorum.
Act. §S. p. 629, and in the Ecclesiastical books, we find it under the name of Insula
Sanctae Clarae. *Smith, vol. 1. p. 286. > Act. SS. p. 597. <Id. p. 330. = Tr.
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